«pteRib CrQ 



Char! es h;. 6 „ 
^®sseusp 5s 
persona! as ..^ 


I u v ji 

!>»_■ . 
>!{.»• . 


Sfo 


Egypt may reschedule MENA summit 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt said Monday it may set a new 
date for a regional economic conference which it has 
threatened to cancel if Israel does not advance the peace 
process. Egypt may, in agreement with the parties con- 
cerned, set another date for the conference if circum- 
stances favourable for its success are not met" by the 
scheduled date of Nov. 12-14. presidential advisor 
Osama A1 Baz said. Mr. Baz told reporters the govern- 
ment was ( examining with the parties concerned 
whether holding the third economic conference for the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) on the sched- 
uled date would “promote its success" and ensure a 
large participation of companies and businessmen. Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak threatened to cancel the confer- 
ence if the Israeli government of Prime Minister 
Benyamln Netanyahu maintained its hardline positions. 



PNA halts casino construction 

JERICHO (AP) — Yasser Arafat’s West Bank securi- 
ty chief on Monday said he ordered a halt to con- 
struction of the Palestinians’ first casino. “We closed 
the site today." said Jibrii Rajoub, adding his security 
forces had arrested Samir Tariff, a Palestinian optician 
overseeing the construction just outside Jericho. 
Colonel Rajoub would not give reasons or say if 
building will be allowed to resume. Palestinian 
sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, said 
Col. Rajoub was tipped off by Israel that the Russian 
mafia was involvedin financing the project Mr. Tari- 
ffs .secretary Haya Ayadei denied he was arrested and 
said work was only stopped temporarily for “technical 
reasons" But labourers at the site told the AP that Col. 
Rajoub's men ordered them to stop work, and Israel 
Radio said they were warned not to return. 
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Regent urges rehabilitation of Iraq 
within a regional security network 

Confusion and placing issue on back burner encourages 
" 'extremism, and destabilisation , Crown Prince says 


By Anton La Guardia 

The Sunday Times 

CROWN PRINCE Hassan 
yesterday criticised the 
Americans" “haphazard” 
policy of containing Sad- 
dam Hussein without a 
dear plan for the future of 
Iraq. 

He said Washington 
should decide whether it 
aims to rehabilitate Iraq, or 
depose Saddam. 

“If you wish to see a 
future Iraq stable, there has 
to be a professional army,” 
he said. “The army has 
taken such a bruising. You 
are not talking about the 
internal security forces. You 
, are talking about profes- 
* sional soldiers.” 

Speaking to The Daily 
Telegraph, a despondent 
Prince Hassan said the lat- 
est crisis in Iraq made him 
feel “a bit hollow." 

He painted a gloomy pic- 
ture of America’s Middle 


East policy, saying that the 
U.S. concept of dual con- 
tainment of Iraq and Iran 
“has failed to contain any- 
body.” 

He accused the inter- 
national community of 
placing Iraq “on the back 
burner" for the past six 
years, prolonging the suf- 
fering of ordinary Iraqis, 
destroying the infrastruc- 
ture of Iraq apd allowing 
regional neighbours to 
destabilise the country.” 

Moreover, the confusion 
was encouraging greater 
extremism in the region 
which could, ultimately, 
destabilise pro-Westem 
countries like Jordan. 

"At the moment all you 
have is skulduggery, the use 
of weapons and the cynical 
use of the oii-for-food 
accord as leverage, in 
which the people of Iraq are 
paying the heaviest price.” 
he said. 

“If you continue in this 


lawless manner, you are 
almost arguing that the per- 
son who takes the place of 
Saddam has to be authori- 
tarian to be able to control 
the country.” 

The Crown Prince reiter- 
ated Jordan's position that 
its territory should not be 
used against another Arab 
state and called for Iraq's 
territorial integrity to be 
respected. But Prince Has- 
san said Jordan still wanted 
to see political change in 
Iraq. He even floated — 
without expressing outright 
support — what he called 
“the Yugoslavia model.” 

This mixed NATO air 
strikes against the Bosnian 
Serbs, war crimes tribunals 
for its leaders and active 
American diplomacy to end 
the war in Yugoslavia and 
institute a degree of democ- 
ratic government. 

“While dialogue was 
exercised in Yugoslavia, 
there is no dialogue with 


Iraq,” he said. “The policy 
is all stick, and no carrot.” 

Would Jordan endorse 
war crimes tribunals against 
Saddam? The Prince did 
not reply. 

He also suggested the cre- 
ation of a regional security 
network that would include 
Turkey, Iran and even Iraq, 
beyond the current mem- 
bers of the Arab League. 

Participants would be 
required to abide by mini- 
mum requirements of aban- 
doning terrorism and inter- 
ference in other countries’ 
affairs, and adopt confi- 
dence-building measures. 

Such an arrangement 
would attempt to reproduce 
the success of the Helsinki 
process that helped to 
reduce cold war tensions 
between the West and com- 
munist eastern Europe. 

As well as the troubles in 
Iraq to the east, there are 
new worries about Israel to 
the west The government 


of Benyamin Netanyahu, 
the Israeli prime minister, 
is much more reluctant to 
compromise with the Pales- 
tinians than his Labour pre- 
decessors, raising the 
prospect of unrest in the 
occupied West Bank which 
could also undermine Jor- 
dan. The fact that members 
the Likud Party have loudly 
denounced Mr. 

Netanyahu’s meeting with 
the Palestinian leader, Yass- 
er Arafat, was “rather wor- 
rying,” said Prince Hassan. 

There was the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, which 
created a flood of refugees 
into Jordan. 

Amman's studied neutral- 
ity, bordering on support 
for Iraq, cut it off for some 
years from the West and, 
more importantly, from die 
wealthy Gulf Arab states. 

The sanctions against 
Iraq, Jordan's main trading 
partner, have been a blow 
for the Jordanian economy. 
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Sulaimaniyeh falls to Barzani 


Clinton: U.S. doing everything to get CIA allies out of northern Iraq 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

THE IRAQI-BACKED 
Kurdistan Democratic 
t Party (KDP) on Monday 
seized the last stronghold of 
its main Kurdish rivals in 
northern Iraq, as thousands 
of Kurdish refugees fled 
towards the Iranian border. 

“The KDP seized 
Sulaimaniyeh at 7 p.ra. 
(1500 GMT f from the 
rival Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK). the 
group's London spokesman 
Dilshad Miran said. 

U.N. guards and officials 
confirmed Massoud 

Barzani captured 

Sulaimaniyeh. 

“The battle for 
Sulaimaniyeh is over. Mas- 
soud Barzani fighters have 
entered the city without 
fighting." one U.N. official 
told Reuters by telephone 


from Erbil. 

Aid workers in 
Sulaimaniyeh told AJFP by 
telephone that “the yellows 
have arrived,” in a reference 
to the yellow KDP flag. 

The city of around 
S 00.000 people was practi- 
cally deserted when it fell 
because thousands of 
inhabitants had fled into the 
mountains near the Iranian 
border ahead of the KDP 
advance, the aid workers 
said. 

PUK leader Jalal Tala- 
bani, who set up his head- 
quarters in Sulaimaniyeh 
after his former stronghold 
of Erbil fell on Aug. 31, 
also left the city during the 
day and was sheltering in 
Penjwin on the Iranian bor- 
der. inhabitants said. 

The fall of Sulaimaniyeh 
leaves the KDP in control 
of all the main cities in the 
Kurdish-held north of Iraq, 


10 days after it called in 
President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s troops to help it cap- 
ture Erbil from the PUK. 

In Washington President 
Bill Clinton announced 
Monday that Washington 
was “doing everything (.it) 
can" in Iraq to help “those 
who have worked” with the 
Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA) to flee die 
country in the wake of 
Baghdad's recent northern 
offensive. 

Mr. Clinton was respond- 
ing to questions about the 
fate of Kurds who worked 
with the CLA in a bid to 
destabilise the regime of 
President Saddam. 

Iraq’s recent military 
incursion into north had 
threatened these members 
of the opposition, some of 
whom were reportedly exe- 
cuted by Iraqi security 
forces. 


Mr. Clinton told reporters 
the United States was 
"doing everything (it) can 
to help anybody that needs 
to be out of Iraq." 

“We have done every- 
thing we could to make it 
clear to the Kurds that we 
think that there shouldn’t be 
any cavalier killing of 
civilians and other who are 
not combatants,” Mr. Clin- 
ton added. 

“We are doing everything 
we believe we can do and 
that we think is appropri- 
ate." 

Mr. Clinton insisted that 
“the primary fight is being 
carried on between the ... 
Kurdish forces,” suggesting 
that the Iraqi military pres- 
ence had dwindled signifi- 
cantly. 

News of Sulaimaniyeh’s 
capture was greeted with 
celebratory gunfire and 
rockets in Erbil. 


KDP radio congratulated 
its Peshmergas on their 
advance and heaped scorn 
on “Jalal (Talabani), who 
fled like a rat” 

The KDP's announce- 
ment came after it stormed 
a string of other PUK-held 
towns north of 
Sulaimaniyeh on Sunday 
and Monday, prompting 
desperate appeals for U.S. 
intervention from the PUK. 

Shortly before 

Sulaimaniyeh fell, the PUK 
called for U.S. help to 
"prevent an imminent mas- 
sacre.” 

“Saddam Hussein’s tanks, 
army and secret police are 
advancing northward to 
Sulaimaniyeh" a PUK 
statement said. 

“The United States and its 
allies cannot abandon the 
people of Kurdistan to the 

(Contained on page 7) 


Israel and PLO resume 
. final status negotiations 


Baghdad offers to keep PKK 
away from entering Turkey 


JERICHO (Agencies) — 
Israelis and Palestinians 
resumed negotiations Mon- 
day aimed at finalising the 
much-delayed implemen- 
tation of their 1995 agree- 
ments extending Palestin- 
ian self-rule. 

Palestinian chief negotia- 
tor Saeb Erakat said the 
three-hour meeting 

touched on a long list of 
Israeli failures to imple- 
ment the 1995 interim 
accords on Palestinian 
autonomy, and notably on 
Israel's delayed withdrawal 
from Hebron. 

-We have exchanged 
ideas on the mechanisms 
and modalities for imple- 
menting the agreements. 
Mr. Erakat said following 
the talks, the first 
: encounter of the Israeh- 
; Palestinian steering com- 
mittee since Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
and his right-wing govern- 
ment were elected in May. 

Mr. Erakat submitted a 
list of some 30 aspects of 


the agreement signed by 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel’s former Labour gov- 
ernment in Washington on 
Sept. 13, 1995, which Israel 
had yet to implement. 

He said Israeli delegation 
head Dan Shomron 
“promised he would take it 
to (his) government to dis- 
cuss it.” 

Mr. Erakat said Monday’s 
talks also touched on 
Israel’s closure of the 
Palestinian territories, the 
overdue release of thou- 
sands of Palestinians in 
Israeli jails. Israel’s deci- 
sion to expand Jewish set- 
tlements in the West Bank 
and obstacles to opening 
the first Palestinian airport 
in Gaza. 

Concerning the Israeli 
withdrawal from Hebron, 
the most important unful- 
filled aspect of the Oslo 
accords, Mr. Erakat said no 
specific dates had been dis- 
continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu 
opens talks 
in U.S. 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
began meetings here Mon- 
day with U.S. leaders who 
pressed for “concrete 
steps” from his government 
to further mend relations 
with the Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who met 
with Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher for a 
first round of talks, also 
said he hoped to* discuss 
plans to resume negotia- 
tions with Syria that were 
suspended seven months 
ago. 

The Israeli prime minister 
was to hold talks later in 
the day with President Bill 

(Continued on page 7) 


ANKARA (Agencies) - In 
a sign chat Baghdad has 
strengthened its hold in 
kurdish-controlled areas, 
Iraq on Monday offered to 
cooperate with Ankara to 
keep Turkish Kurdish 
rebels from crossing into 
Turkey. 

Iraqi Ambassador Rafi 
Dahham Mejwel A1 Tikriti 
met with Deputy Foreign 
Minister Onur Oymen to 
relay Baghdad’s opposition 
to Turkish moves to estab- 
lish a buffer zone along its 
330-kilometre border with 
northern Iraq. 

An Iraqi delegation, led 
by Hamed Yousef Humadi, 
an adviser to Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, will 
discuss the Iraqi offer in 
Ankara on Tuesday, the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry 
said. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller indicated earli- 
er Monday that Turkey may 
not deploy troops in a 
“security zone” It plans to- 
create in northern Iraq to 
check infiltration by Turk- 
ish Kurdish rebels. 

Mrs. Ciller, speaking to 


reporters here, said: "Our 
priority is not to send 
troops into northern Iraq. 
Our priority is to set up a 
defence in the region 
against infiltration by the 
(Kurdish separatist group 
the) PKK.” 

"The establishment of 
this defence is aimed only 
at preventing terrorists 
from entering Turkish terri- 
tory,” the foreign minister 
said in a reference to the 
PKK, the Kurdish Labour 
Party routinely described as 
“terrorists.’' 

She hotly denied sugges- 
tions that Turkey planned to 
occupy a slice of northern 
Iraq and expressed support 
for the territorial integrity 
of its neighbour. 

“Nobody should believe 
that Turkey is getting ready 
to occupy northern" Iraq” 
she said. "Turkey, more 
than any other country, 
places importance in the 
territorial integrity of Iraq." 

The Turkish-Iraqi border 
was calm on Monday with 
no reports of troop move- 

(Continued on page 7) 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and members of the Cabinet on Monday are 
greeted by local leaders in the Hashemi area of eastern Amman (Petra photo) 


Kabariti: Jordan is on threshold of 
new era of progress, achievements 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti expressed confi- 
dence Monday that the 
Kingdom was on the 
threshold of a new era of 
progress and achievements 
having emerged stronger 
from the difficult decade 
during which the people 
had to make numerous sac- 
rifices. 

Addressing a public rally 
during a visit he made to 
the Hashemi district in east- 
ern Amman, Mr. Kabariti 
said his government will 
spare no efforts in attempts 
to achieve progress and 
prosperity for all Jordani- 
ans and away “from pity 
personal considerations 
and without rushing to 
achieve quick results." 

“We are determined to 
act responsibly and dili- 
gently despite the difficul- 
ties and hardships facing 
our nation,” Mr. Kabariti 
skid. 

He said that as a result of 
hard work and dedication to 
the country, “we have 
realised many achieve- 
ments which could not be 
accomplished by countries 
with resources many times 
those of Jordan.” 

Mr. Kabariti noted the 


respect which the country 
enjoys at the pan- Arab and 
international levels, adding 
that Jordanian citizens 
enjoy respect everywhere, 
live in democracy, enjoy 
civil and political rights and 
live in an atmosphere 
marked by equality and 
dignity and social peace' 
and tranquility. 

He said the country had 
been able to build excel- 
lent infrastructure for var- 
ious services and institu- 
tions and modem utilities. 

“These achievements 
encourage us to do more 
and act more diligently 
towards further accom- 
plishments and more con- 
struction and more 
progress,” he said. 

“We have witnessed a 
very difficult decade during 
which the Jordanian people 
had to offer great sacrifices 
but we are on the threshold 
of a new era which augurs 
well for the future of the 
Kingdom.” said Mr. Kabar- 
iti. 

Mr. Kabariti said Jordan 
had paid a dear price for 
Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait 
and the subsequent devel- 
opments in Iraq and the 
whole region. But he said 
Jordan bad achieved a 


great deal under the guid- 
ance of His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

Mr. Kabarti said Jordan, 
in its drive to overcome 
difficulties and achieve 
progress, had to cany out 
an economic reform pro- 
gramme "which will hope- 
fully help the country 
achieve farther develop- 
ment and progress ” 

Several speakers, includ- 
ing the district’s deputy in 
Parliament, Theeb Abdul- 
lah, addressed the rally 
presenting the prime minis- T . 
ter with requests for '■ 
improving services in their 
region. 

Mr. Kabariti said that Jor- 
danians’ should understand 
and appreciate the govern- 
ment’s recent measures. 

In reference to demands 
that death sentences on a 
number of convicts be com- 
muted, the prime minister 
said that this maner can 
only be tackled by the King 
but promised to carry this 
request to King Hussein on 
behalf of the local citizens. 

He promised that ques- 
tions like housing, school 
buildings, youth centres, 
municipal and postal ser- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan regrets Iranian 
move to stall trade deal, 
but rejects criticism 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
on Monday expressed 
regret over a decision by 
the Iranian parliament to 
suspend for several months 
the voting on a draft law on 
trade with Jordan and 
stressed the Kingdom’s 
desire to maintain the 
strong trade links with Iran. 

Commenting on the Sun- 
day’s decision by the Iran- 
ian Majlis (parliament). 
Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa’d 
Hayel Srour said that “Jor- 
dan at the parliamentary 
and governmental and non- 
official levels, is keen on 
promoting ties with all 
friendly nations, including 
Iran, and on maintaining 
excellent cooperation with 
other countries on the basis 
of mutual respect and non- 
interference in other coun- 
tries’ internal affairs.” 

“As much as we had 
hoped that the draft law 
would be passed to enhance 
economic cooperation 
between Iran and Jordan, 
we equally reject any 
attempts on the pan of any 
party to outbid us or belit- 
tle the great sacrifices 
which Jordan has offered in 
defence of the nation fore- 
most of which is the Pales- 
tinian cause,” added Mr. 
Srour. 

"We also are surprised to 
leam of reports that mem- 


bers of the Iranian Majlis 
had made irresponsible 
statements in which they 
unduly attacked Jordan’s 
national stand. No member 
of that council has the right 
to claim that he is more 
keen on the nation’s inter- 
ests than Jordan.” added 
Mr. Srour. 

Tehran Radio said last 
Sunday a bill to establish 
trade ties with Jordan was 
suspended Sunday for six 
months by the Iranian par- 
liament. No vote was taken 
on the bill. 

“Several lawmakers 
expressed their opposition 
to the bill because of Jor- 
dan’s positive stance 
towards Israel,” the state- 
run radio said. 

Mr. Srour said: “We 
respect the council’s deci- 
sion although we consider 
it to be wrong. But our 
respect stems from our 
absolute faith in the princi- 
ples of democracy. At the 
same time we hardly see 
that such decision would 
serve the cause of coopera- 
tion between our rwo coun- 
tries, especially as council 
members have levelled 
unjust accusations against 
the Kingdom." 

He said Jordan would 
pursue efforts to promote 
its parliamentary relations 

(Continued on page 7) 


Bern says 
coalition 
won in 
S. Lebanon 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
The Syrian-imposed coali- 
tion between the pro-Syri- 
an Araal movement and 
Iran -backed Hizbollah won 
21 of the 23 seats at stake 
Sunday in South Lebanon. 
Lebanese parliamentary 
Speaker Nabih Beni 
announced Monday. 

Mr. Benri said his Amal 
movement won 17 seats in 
the 128-member parlia- 
ment from South Lebanon 
while Hizbollah won four 
seats in Sunday’s fourth 
round of voting in the 
country's staggered general 
elections. 

The other two seats went 
to Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri’s sister, Bahia 
Hariri, and Mustapha Saad, 
who won the two Sunni 
Muslim constituencies in 
the southern city of Sidon 
that did not figure in the 
coalition agreement. 

Sidon had witnessed a 
fierce battle between Ms. 
Hariri, backed by Amal, 
and Mr. Saad who was sup- 
ported by Hizbollah. 
According to unofficial 
final results, Ms. Hariri 
received 145.000 votes and 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Taleban 
claim 
control of 
eastern 
district 


ISLAMABAD |R> — 

Afghanistan's rebel Taleban 
militia said on Monday it had 
captured Lhe Hisarak district in 
the eastern province of Nan- 
garhar. 

Qari Jalaiuddin. a Taleban 
spokesman in Peshawar, 
northwest Pakistan, told 
Reuters by telephone that 
Taleban forces took the dis- 
trict on Sunday night and were 
now lighting for the nearby 
Tehzin area. He said 15 His- 
arak defenders were killed, 
while only one Taleban fighter 
was killed and two were 
wounded. 

But sources in the council 
ruling Nangarhar rejected the 
Taleban report and said there 
was no fighting in the area. 

Haji Qadeer. the provincial 
governor, said in a statement 
in Jalalabad on Sunday that 
his council had remained neu- 
tral in the four-year-old fight- 
ing between President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani's gov- 
ernment in Kabul and its 
opponents. 

But if either the government 
or its opponents attack the 
council-ruled areas, the coun- 
cil's forces will join the other 
side, he said. 

A spokesman for Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmat- 
yar had said in Kabul on Sat- 
urday that forces commanded 
by the Nangarhar council were 
fighting on the government 
side against the advancing 
Taleban forces in Hisarak dis- 
trict. 

Meanwhile, witnesses in the 
Afghan capital of Kabul saw 
dozens of tanks and armoured 
personnel carriers on the 
streets, on Monday, apparently 
heading for the strategic east- 
ern town of Sarobi. which 
officials fear could be the next 
Taleban target Taleban forces 
also shelled some areas in 
’ Kabul ovfefriight and on Mon- 
day morning, killing at least 
four people and wounding 12. 
hospital sources there said. 

Monday's report of the cap- 
ture of Hisarak came three 
days after the Taleban, which 
controls about half of 
Afghanistan, seized the strate- 
gic. government-held district 
of Azra in the adjoining Logar 
province. An Afghan govern- 
ment spokesman in Kabul said 
on Friday that the militia's 
eastern thrust seemed aimed at 
Sarobi. about 60 kilometres 
east of Kabul, and control ins 
the main eastern highway to 
Pakistan. 

Sarobi has long been a 
stronghold of Mr. Hekmat- 
var's Hezb-e-lslami party. But 
Taleban advances last month 
against the Hezbu-islami in 
neighbouring Paktia province 
prompted fears it might be the 
next target of the militia, 
which has sworn to oust Mr. 
Rabbani and impose strict 
Islamic rule throughout 
Afghanistan. 
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A U.S. Navy A-6 intruder bomber, watched by technicians in a 'bubble/ is prepared for takeoff from the deck of 
American aircraft carrier U.S.S. Carl Vinson during its patrol of the Gulf on Sunday as part of ‘‘Operation South- 
ern Watch/' which includes the policing of the newly extended no-fly zone in Iraq iReuters photo) 


Iran assails GCC over 
‘Persian Gulf islands’ 


Militants kill 30 people 
in Algeria, report says 


TEHRAN I AFP) — Iran crit- 
icised Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states Mon- 
day for what it called their 
“misguided'' stand on a dis- 
pute involving three Islands in 
the Gulf claimed by both 
Tehran and the United Arab 
Emirates (LTAE). 

"This misguided stand is 
making the problem more 
complicated," the official 
Iranian news agency GINA 
quoted Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mahmud Moham- 
madi as saying. 

He described the GCC 
meeting held in Riyadh over 
the weekend between the for- 
eign ministers of Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar. Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE as 
"futile." 

GCC members criticised 
Iran at the meeting for “failing 
to respond.to the repeated and 
sincere appeals of the Ignited 


Arab Emirates for a peaceful 
settlement of the island ques- 
tion." 

They also denounced “Iran- 
ian moves aimed at enshrin- 
ing their occupation of the 
islands." calling them “a vio- 
lation of the sovereignty of 
the Emirates." 

Mr. Mohammadi said that 
instead of criticising Iran and 
“throwing doubt on Iranian 
sovereignty over these 
islands," GCC states "should 
have encouraged the leaders 
of the Emirates to pursue their 
dialogue with Tehran." 

He added that Iran remained 
“ready to hold negotiations 
with the Emirates to clear up 
the differences between two 
brotherly Islamic nations.” 

The UAE has asked that the 
territorial dispute be placed 
before the international court 
of justice in. the Hague, which 
Iran r^e£is. 


CAIRO (AP) — Militants in 
Algeria killed 30 people and 
kidnapped five women in two 
attacks on buses last week, an 
Arabic-long uage newspaper 
reported Monday. 

The London-based daily A1 
Havat said militants attacked 
a bus after setting up a fake 
police barricade Wednesday 
on a highway near the bordeT 
with Tunisia, Several men 
boarded the bus and forced six 
women and all the men 
between ages IS and 30 to get 
off. A1 Hayat said, quoting 
“information from inside 
Algeria." 

The bodies of IS people, 
including one of the women, 
were later found farther down 
the toad, the newspaper said. 
The other five women were 
apparently abducted to nearby 
mountains, about 20 kilome- 
tres south of the bonder town 
oFButrfa. ;■■■" • 


In another incident, the 
newspaper said 12 people 
were killed Friday in a similar 
ambush in Ghandaya. south- 
east of Algiers. 

Details on both attacks were 
sketchy. 

Last month, A1 Hayat 
reported that militants posing 
as policemen shot and hacked 
at least 63 people to death in 
what would have been some 
of the worst bloodshed in the 
four-year civil war. 

The newspaper said that 
attack was carried about by 
more than 100 militants 
armed with rifles, daggers and 
axes who stormed two buses 
after setting up fake police 
barricades. 

The Algerian government 
called the report “totally 
unfounded.” A1 Hayat. a pop- 
ular and respected newspaper, 
stood by, tite. repopt.. which it 
attributed to reliable, sources. . 


‘CIA chief 
personally 
pledged 
to topple 
Saddam’ 


LOS ANGELES <R) — 
Before Saddam Hussein's 
attack on Kurds in northern 
Iraq, Central Intelligence: 
Agency (CLA) Director John 
Deutch had personally 
promised that the Iraqi leader 
would be toppled within a 
year, the Los Angeles Times 
reported on Sunday. 

But President Saddam dis- 
covered and foiled a $ 20 - mil- 
lion covert operation to unseat 
him. the paper reported. 

"This is one of the greatest 
setbacks U.S. intelligence has 
ever suffered.” an anonymous 
senior U.S. official told the 
Times. 

The paper offered no details 
about the personal pledge by 
Mr. Deutch to dislodge Presi- 
dent Saddam, but sources 
described the six-year intelli- 
gence operation as the largest 
authorised by President BUI 
Clinton. The plot's failure, 
those sources said, put the 
United States back to square 
one in dealing with Iraq. 

According to the sources 
who spoke to the Times. 
American intelligence offi- 
cials had considered a cadre of 
Iraqi agents operating inside 
the country vital to the mis- 
sion. but many of the agents 
had been exposed and execut- 
ed. 

The paper reported that a 
CIA plot to overthrow Presi- 
dent Saddam from within the 
ranks of his Republican Guard 
was uncovered in late June 
and early July, with hundreds 
of military officers arrested 
and dozens of agents execut- 
ed. 

“It was an ambitious effort, 
but it was uncovered long 
before it got anywhere," a 
source told the Times. "It was 
basically wiped out in June 
and July. A lot of (Iraqi) U.S. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Oil deal delay Harms Iraqis ’ health — minister 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's 
health minister said on 
Monday the health situa- 
tion in his country was 
serious and condemned 
U.S. attempts to delay the 
implementation of Iraq's 
oil-for-food deal with the 
United Nations. 

"We are suffering from a 
really grave situation." 
Umeed Madhat Mubarak 
told reporters. Asked about 
Washington's insistence to 
suspend" the oil-for-food 
scheme Iraq signed with 
the United Nations on May 
20. he said: “From a 
humanitarian point of view 
we should condemn that." 

LLN. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali delayed 
implementing the deal 
after Iraqi forces attacked 
Kurdish rebels in northern 
Iraq on Aug. 31. saying he 


feared for the safety of 
U.N. staff. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton also said he wanted the 
plan suspended for the 
time being. 

“It is inhuman and 
unfair,” Dr. Mubarak, a 
cardiologist, said. “It is a 
unilateral decision made 
by the U.S. administra- 
tion.” 

Dr. Mubarak said Iraq 
had been preparing to 
receive medical supplies 
under the deal which 
would have enabled it to 
resume emergency activi- 
ties in hospitals, improve 
the situation in the field of 
preventive medicine and 
provide people suffering 
from chronic diseases with 
“proper dosages of drugs.” 

He said 168 new-bom 
babies were now dving out 


of LOOO live births, up 
from 24 before the United 
Nations imposed a strict 
trade embargo on Iraq in 
1990 for invading Kuwait. 

Dr. Mubarak said more 
than one million Iraqi chil- 
dren were malnourished 
because government 
rations were hardly enough 
to provide one third of 
their food needs. 

Certain communicable 
diseases, such as malaria, 
cholera, diphtheria and 
typhoid, which Iraq had 
obliterated prior to the 
embargo, were now a seri- 
ous problem for his min- 
istry. he said. 

The trade sanctions bar 
Iraq from exporting oil to 
world markets. But under 
the deal with the United 
Nations, it was to buy 
food, medicine and other 


humanitarian supplies 
worth about $1.13 billion 
from $2 billion of oil 
exports over six months. 

Dr. Mubarak said his 
ministry was to receive 
$210 million of that sum. 

Asked whether health 
allocations under the oil- 
for-food programme would 
have helped ease Iraqis' 
suffering, he said: “Defi- 
nitely yes.” 

Dr. Mubarak said the 
breakdown of sewage sys- 
tems. lack of clean water 
and frequent cuts in power 
supply further aggravated 
the health situation in Iraq. 

He lambasted Washing- 
ton for its tough stand on 
sanctions, saying Iraq had 
honoured Gulf war obliga- 
tions which would allow 
oil exports. "But there is 
somebody creating prob- 


lems for dirty political 
ends and that is the United 
States.” he said. 

The minister said the sit- 
uation in northern Iraq in 
the aftermath of Iraq's mil- 
itary incursion did not jus- 
tify putting off the oil-for- 
food formula. 

Dr. Mubarak, himself a 
Kurd from the northern 
Kurdish city of 
Sulaimaniyeh. also criti- 
cised Washington over 
reports of a Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) plot 
to overthrow the govern- 
ment of President Saddam 
Hussein. 

"The enemies of humani- 
ty in Iraq — on top of them 
of course the Clinton 
administration — can cre- 
ate a problem any day. any 
hour." he said. 


Anonymous caller threatens Netanyahu |: 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An anonymous caller to police^ 

threatened to kill Prime Minister Benyanun Netanyahu ■ 

unless Yitzhak Rabin’s assassin is released from prison, i f — £ 

police said Monday. The call was received Sunday by : ! 

police in Kfar Saba, a town northeast of Tel Aviv, said 

police spokeswoman Nitza Friedman. The called said Mr. : Vp* 

Ntanvahu would be killed unless authorities freed Mr. ; . ■. 

Rabin’s killer. Yisal Amir, who is serving a life prison ; i . ' 
tenn. Police traced the call to a public phone booth and ; i , 
arrested a suspect. Ms. Friedman said the man was later • ; . 
released, and Israel Radio said police did not have : L f* jjj&j 
enough evidence to link him to the call. Amtr opposed : \ 

Mr. Rabin’s land-for-peace agreements with the Pales- i & j 

tinians and shot the prime minister during a Nov. 4 peace jh Jgjr- $jH 
rally in Tel Aviv. I 

Olmert to face corruption charge — agency,. I M }M 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM iR’l — Israel’s attorney-gen- g 
era! has decided to indict Jerusalems Ehud Olmeits r- 
Israeli mayor, of the ruling Likud Party on corruption 
charges, the domestic Itim news agency reported on Sun- 
day. Mr. OlmerL one of Prime Minister Benyamin . ; s j 

Netanvahu's close political allies, is being investigated ^u- 

on allegations he solicited illegal donations for Likud 
while serving as party treasurer during the 1988 election ^ t 

campaign. The news agency said the anomey-gener^ _ 
would ask legislators to lift the immunity Mr. Olmei? 
enjoys as a member of parliament. Last month, the jus- 
tice "minister in Mr. Netanyahu's government resigned ^ — - — “~*~ 
after police said they were investigating suspicions he 
had subomated a witness in his work as a private attor- « i._„, - / 

«»■ inistl > * 


inistry c 

Egyptian armed forces to stage war games || jgj]] 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's armed forces will begin 
large-scale war games Tuesday aimed at assessing the . 
combat skill of the troops. Defence and Military Produc- M ,J<ijnu '“ 
lion Minister Field Marshal Hussein Taiitawi said. “The 
aim of the Badr 96 manoeuvres is to assess the combat 
skills of the armed forces. They are not aimed against ;. - * 

anyone.” Mr. Tantawi said in statements carried Monday _ ; -' ' r- 
by the government daily AJ Abram. “It is part of a com- 
prehensive training plan made to serve Egypt's purposes 
regardless of the situation in the area or anywhere in the • 
world.” he said after a visit to the second field army in - t- . - • 

Ismailiyya. He described Badr 96 as Egypt's largest-ever - 
strategic war games and said they would be much bigger 
than the previous manoeuvres known as Badr 93. New 
weapons which he did not identify will be used in th^ 
exercises. 

Protest after Israeli school separates students 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Parents protested outside a subur- 
ban Tel Aviv high school Monday over a decision by - 
administrators at the religious institute to separate ... 

Ashkenazi and Sephardic students. “It's racism, pure and 
simple.” complained one of the parents gathered outside 
the ultra-orthodox Sbaarei Ha .Aharon high school in “ _ 

Bnei Brak. a strict religious community outside. Tel Aviv. 

•The protest followed a= -decision by the school -not to . 
include girls from the Sephardic community of Middle • 

Eastern Jews in classes with Ashkenazis. Jews from 
Eastern Europe. Deputy Education Minister Arieh Gam- ... . 
lie), a Sephardic rabbi, also denounced the school’s deci- . 
sion and demanded the resignation of Bnei Brak Mayor .. . 

Amos Ben Haim. “It is unacceptable to discriminate Uke 

this between children, and between Jews.” he said. Ultra- 

orthodox Jews run their own schools, but with govern- 

ment subsidies. Conflict between Sephardic and Ashke- * 

nazi Jews has been a fact of life in Israel since its ere- ICC II L 1 1 Cl 

ation. Sephardic Jews complain of economic and social 

discrimination by Ashkenazis who dominate business. 

and government. "H 
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Germany pledges continuing aid to peace 

BONN (AFP) — Germany will continue to provide eco- -A i'.-r 
noraic aid to the Middle East peace process, German For- c -. . 

eign Minister Klaus Kinkel assured his Israeli counter- 3-r, ;j ' 
pan David Levy here Monday. Speaking at a joint press :;i|. n 
conference. Mr. Kinkel said: “Germany wishes to con- viur 
tribute with aid in the economic sphere.” Noting disquiet i-^r " 
at current stagnation in the peace process, the" German 
official stressed that Bonn could not be a political inter- h ‘ 'j 

mediary in the Middle East. But he ruled out any inter- ~ / 
ruption of economic aid. saying this would be perceived ia r-Vf ■" '. 
as a bad signal. Mr. Levy described Germany as a “reli- : rru: . ' 

able partner" of Israel. He said his government would 
continue the peace process but rejected ultimatums. This “ ' ' 
was a reference to Syria’s insistence on the return of the 
Golan Heights which Israel captured in 1967. . 
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SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra San eta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

77 1 33 1. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328, 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tct. 
675601. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Purish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deptirt- 
ment of Metcomlo^y. 

Moderate summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with temper- 
atures slight!} below average 
and winds nonbwcsterlv moder- 


ate to active. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate to 
active and seas calm. 

Amman 18/29 

Aqaba 25/37 

Deserts 17/34 

Jordan Valley 23/36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 


CiviJ Defence Emergency .. 199 KhaJidi Maternity 6442S1/6 

Rescue Police 1 92. 62! III. Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

637777 Juba! .Amman Maternity 

Fire Brigade 617101 642362 


Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police R434G2 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 


Amman 30. Aqaba 37 Humidity - 63032 1 


readings: Amman 46 per cenL 
Aqaba 47 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Wisam Hzayyin 748563 

Dr. Mukhlcs Mazahrah 820425 

Dr. Abdul HadiTavyim 6201 15 

Dr.Mundher AlQraini 779959 

Ferdows pharmacy 1 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy ....637055 

A1 SaJam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairaukh pharmacy ....623672 


Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reports .... .........623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 i 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 ] 1 

Water Authoritv 6S0 100 


Malhas, J. Amman .636 140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845S45 

AI-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahlu Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir 775111/26 

.Army, Marka 8916! 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital f 09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
AJ Hikma Modern Hospital 


Najib pharmacy 847632 815615 


Jordan Electricity Authority (09)990990 


IRBED: 

Dr. Mazin Abu Bakir ...276852 

Al Quds pharmacy i — » 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Jghaitim 99299 1 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Dept 66 1 1 1 1 

Civil Defence immediate Res- 
cue 630341 


Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen .Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical 
8 1 38 1 3/32 


Centre' 


IRBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital 

(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


08:00 

Damascus 1 RJ ) 

10:15 Abu Dhabi. Al ‘Ain (RJ) 

rn-^o 


10 J5 

...Muscat. Dubai (RJ ) 

10:50 

14:05 

...Doha. Bahrain (RJ> 

17:20 . 


17:30 .... 


17:40 

Frankfort 1 RJ 1 

18:25 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

19:45 Toronto. Montreal. Ams- 

lerdam (add) (RJ) 

02-50 


20:00 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore 

(add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

05:40 


09:15 


13:40 

-Abu Dhabi (GFi 

14:00 


14:00 


16:00 .... 


16:30 


19:35 

....Amsterdam (KL) 

20:20 


20:20 


21:10 


22:00 

00:55 

Tel Aviv iLY) 

03:00 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 

Aqaba (RWi 

19:45 

.Tei Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 

Beirut (RJ) 


09:30 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

12:10 ..Vienna, Frankfort (RJ) 
12:15 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

13 ; 0O Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

J 3:10 Pairs (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo fRJ) 

1*05 London <RJ) 

14:55 Madrid (RJ) 

- 1: -« Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ ) 

21:45 — . D amascus (RJ) 

22:20 «.Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
22:30 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 
Other Flights 

Beirut (ME) 

London (BA) 

Cairo (MS) 

14:30 ..Abu Dhabi. Al ‘Ain. 
Muscat (GF) 

*5:30 Riyadh <SV) 

Munich (YP) 

RometAZ) 

Dubai (EK) 

Kuwait (KL) 

21:20 Aden flY) 

Td Aviv (LY) 

0l:5 ^ Bucharest (RO) 

04:00 Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings tRW) Flights 

|RW° Aqaba ,Mari;a 


/ing tnts would oe perceivea • i,< p..;,, ,■ . ._ 
ascribed Germany as a “reli- : 1 ^; '.j, 
said his government would -id uV’-,, L / 
ut rejected ultimatums. This 
isisrence on the return of the > - ' - - - 

:aptu red in 1 967. ^ \], “J . _ 

— ur d ; V 

; ; '*«l K .... 

Monday ' '^n:^ Jr 

Ait. Damascus 5:00 pm every ' . . 

Monday 'h.j; 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 flJB- [/ : 

every Sunday '*^1 b- ^ 

Arr. A mman 5:00 pan. era) 

Sunday — ■ 


MARKET PRICED 

Uppcrflower price in fils per kg. 


Apple 

700/500 


OMV600 

Banana (mukhammar) .320/S29 . 

Banana (imported) 830WW 1 

Carrot... 180/100 


.^52M 35 j 

0 

Cucumber (large) ..... 
Cucumber (small) .... 
Eggplant 

...240/1 50 
..J2O/150 

Fig 

JUfl/250 

Garlic 

....dsiwflo 

Grapes 

.J80/250 

Lemon 

Marrow (large)....—— 
Marrow 1 small) 

..540050 

.-250/15° 

44*0/3®® 

lOftf*' 


_160f90| 

Okra 

„500/6fl°; 


WH 


SZSZTs; 


Pea. 6301*450 


(KL) Peach ! ZZsQO&O f^Sts f ri 

Pepper (hort 3 Plants-' 

£2!** ZzpyeZo - sm J, 

20J0 Aqaba (Marta Airpon Polao 5 ™^ SM* trvhil 

pritcecding [it QAI Al , R Wi >“"h. 


HUAZ RAIL^VA^■ TRAIN 
Dcp. Amman 8:00 a.m. every 


e xhib 





I HRH PRINCE TALAL VISITS RJ: Director of the National Security C.nnnrii 
j I ^ ince Talal Ben Mohammad Monday called on Royal Jor danian (RJ) and met 
• % £ i with the chairman of its board of directors Basel Jardaneb and was briefed on 
y- the reconstruction process of RJ (Petra photo) 
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Ministry of Supply curtails 
contamination in local markets 


et sesi-::e; 


By Isam QadamanJ 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

• AMMAN — Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
I Monday requested the 
; Ministry of Supply to step 
;up control measures over 
; food prices and intensify 
inspection of local mar- 

; kets to ensure that the 
< products sold there are fit 
’or human consumption. 

■ J Mr. Kabariti. who made 
. the request in a telephone 
. conversation with Minister 
' of Supply Munir Sobar 
; during die latter's inspec- 
; tion of markets in down- 
> town Amman, stressed the 
i need to stem any price 
: manipulations or tarnper- 
; ing with product quality. 

' • for the fourth straight 

• day Mr. Soba toured dif- 1 •’ 
ferent local markets withirr- : 
the Amman gbvemoratB" 

• accompanied by other 
ministry officials to ensure 

' that ministry regulations 


concerning prices and the 
quality of food- commodi- 
ties are being followed. 

Mahmoud Abu Hazim,a 
senior ministry official 
accompanying Mr. Sobar 
said that 20 inspection 
teams have been formed to 
monitor the market's oper- 
ations in the Amman 
region alone and that the 
inspectors are visiting the 
appointed districts from 
7:30 am until 10 p.ra. daily. 

He said that the inspec- 
tors and the ministry will 
continue to accept public 
complaints and that they 
will be directly acted upon. 

Mr. Abu Hazim said that 
during Monday’s work the 
inspectors issued 71 fines 
to merchants found to vio- 
, late such regulations and 
that these infractions 
"'•ranged from hiking prices 
to hoarding foodstuffs to 
the sale of food past its 
noted expiration date or 
otherwise deemed “unfit 


for human consumption'*. 

Among the violators he 
said were owners of 
restaurants, bakeries and 
grocery stores. . 

Meanwhile Mr. Sobar 
announced during his tour 
on Monday that the Min- 
istry of Supply has made 
arrangements for import- 
ing olive oil from Tunisia 
and Spain through local 
agents with whom agree- 
ment on final prices will 
be concluded within two 
days time. 

He said that the ministry 
will begin operations on 
Thursday and will sell the 
oil through the Civil and 
Military Service Con- 
sumer Corporations. 

The minister stated that 
the oil shipments from 
Spain and Tunisia will be^ 
enough to cover the needs- 
of local markets until the 
beginning of domestic pro- 
duction begins in Novem- 
ber . 


‘Green channel’ plan releases 
* exporters from customs inspections 


AMMAN (Petra) — Finance Minister 
Marwan Awad announced Monday that 
preparations have been completed for the 
introduction of so-called “green chan- 
nel" procedures aimed at helping Jordan- 
ian exporters boost their competitive 
edge on the international lev el. 

He said that 26 major industrial compa- 
nies hav e been selected as the first com- 
panies to benefit from these procedures 
adding that these companies’ exports 
exceeded JD 20 million in 1995 or that 
their sales taxes exceeded JD 1 million in 
the same vear. 

Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
Sunday said that under the plan products 
which” will be imported as input to 
export-oriented industry will be exempt- 
ed from detailed customs inspections. 

He said that customs on these inputs 
will be collected based on documents 
presented by the importers and that the 


introduction of the “green channel” plan 
is slated to begin on Sept. 15. 

Mr Awad Monday listed the 26 compa- 
nies which include the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company, the Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery Company and the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company and said that 
the companies must fill out designated 
forms and present required documents to 
any of four officially designated customs 
centres in the Amman area 
The Prime Minister has stated that the 
move has as its objective the removal of 
barriers and procedures hindering the 
flow of trade, as well as the bettering of 
the investment environment in Jordan 
Jordanian exporters and economists 
described the plan as a step in the right 
direction. 


WHAT’S 




•a 




'J- 




FILM 


* Children’s film “Noddy Goes to Toyland & Garfield on the Town ’ at the 
British Council at 5:00 p.m. 

* Iranian film “Badok” at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal 
Amman at 7:30 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Works bv artists from France, Algeria, Turkey, Morocct^and Egypt enti- 
tied “Tfcpis Vblants” at the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Wert)**, until 

Sept. 24. 

* Wronght-iron exhibition by Salim Bandak at Kan Zatnan (TeL 736449), 

■ :t Mintil Sept. 15. - 

* Works by Batoul A1 FakiW at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens Street (TeL 
68759S), until Sept IX. 

* R..mmer ‘96” exhibition at Darat A1 Fumra, Jabal Weibdeh, until Opt. 8. 
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‘Honour crime victims constitute up to 
double the officially released figures’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — So- 
called “crimes of honour” 
have begun to fall under 
increased scrutiny and in a 
seminar on violence in 
schools HRH Crown 
Prince Hass an, the 
Regent, addressed the 
issue stating that educa- 
tional institutions also 
have a stake in their edifi- 
cation . 

In a recent seminar the 
Regent avowed that it 
must be clear to society 
and its various institutions 
that “crimes of honour” 
have no religious justifi- 
cation whatsoever nor are 
they sanctioned by Arab 
patrimony. 

“Should we continue to 
accept the present state of 
affairs, confusing between 
acts of revenge which are 
alien to our heritage on 
the one hand and the free- 
dom allotted to students 


on the other, and if we 
continue to condone the 
false concept of ‘crimes of 
honour’ which can only 
unravel the fabric of soci- 
ety we would be abandon- 
ing the concept of 
civilised life,” he said. 

He said, the time has 
come for society to draw a 
line in this matter and srop 
describing this level of 
violence as a crime of 
‘honour’ adding that the 
time has come for educa- 
tional institutions to 
shoulder responsibility in 
this concern. 

The issue of “crimes of 
honour” was the theme of 
a speech given at the sem- 
inar by reporter Rana 
Husseini wbo noted that 
in the past 10 years so- 
called “crimes of honour” 
were the main given justi- 
fication for murders in the 
Kingdom. 


-In this ten year period, 
she maintained, an annual 
average of 24 “crimes of 
honour” are- committed. 

“[However] doctors, 
lawyers and women rights 
activists insist that the 
actual victims of these 
crimes are double the 
released official figures,” 
Ms. Husseini said 
She maintained that 
Islamic law does not pro- 
vide any justification for 
the murder of women 
under the pretext of the 
blemishing of the family's 
honour, and further stated 
that “the killing of women 
is only permitted in the 
case of adultery and only 
then if four witnesses 
attest* to having witnessed 
the accused actually com- 
mit the transgression.” 

She underlined that it is 
the law which governs 
penalties and therefore, in 


her opinion, it is the legis- 
lation which must insti- 
gate its own revision that 
more severe penalties are 
imposed on those who 
commit such criminal 
acts. ’ 

But she said that under 
the 1960 Jordanian Penal 
Code a person accused of 
committing a “crime of 
honour” receives a rela- 
tively light senrence as 
compared with murders 
for other motivations. 

The two-day seminar 
on violence in schools, 
which ended Monday, 
recommended the 

appointment of education- 
al counsellors in public 
and private schools and 
the introduction of pro- 
grammes designed to help 
students foster a sense of 
belonging to their school 
and nation. 

The seminar also recom- 


mended that teachers be 
given training courses on 
how to control students’ 
anger, deal with their col- 
leagues. and said that 
research on generally 
directed violence as well 
as the “crimes of honour” 
should be stepped up and. 
finally, chat efforts should 
be made to ensure a con- 
sistent communication 
between educators and 
guardians. 

In his opening address 
on the first day of the 
seminar Sunday the 
Regent touched on 
encroachments of social 
defence particularly men- 
tioning these so-called 
“crimes of honour” and 
stating “when we talk 
about values we are actu- 
ally talking about the 
state's honour.” 


Opposition Israeli tourism minister prom ; ' es to 
groups look into visa issuance procedures 


prepare 

press 

statement 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Parlia- 
mentary opposition has 
announced a press confer- 
ence scheduled for tomor- 
row to report their continu- 
ing dismay over last 
month’s decisions to lift 
bread and animal feed sub- 
sidies and 1 other concerns 
reganJirig-domestic policy, 
according to a statement 
issued. 

The group met Sunday at 
the Hall of Portraits in Par- 
liament to discuss these 
government resolutions 
and subsequent popular 
protests stemming from 
increases in the prices of 
various commodities. 

“There has been an over- 
whelming feeling of public 
indignation stemming 
from the raise in prices of 
basic commodities result- 
ing from the government’s 
errant policies and we have 
resolved to convene at the 
Hall of Portraits Wednes- 
day to discuss various 
domestic issues and the 
increase of prices which 
have left negative social 
and psychological effects 
on the public, said the 
group’s statement follow- 
ing the first meeting . 

They will also discuss 
Jordan's relations with 
oiber Arab countries and 
the question of public free- 
doms. the statement contin- 
ued. 

The group has decided to 
send a memorandum to the 
government expressing 
their concern over a deci- 
sion by state universities to 
deny entry to those who 
average less than 76 per 
cent on the Tawjihi. 

The deputies are demand- 
ing that all successful stu- 
dents be accepted into pub- 
lic universities and have 
demonstrated their regret 
over a government deci- 
sion to deny 500 students 
the chance of receiving 
Iraqi scholarships. 

The memorandum also 
expressed “the deputies 
dissatisfaction with the 
manner in which students 
accepted have been distrib- 
uted to various colleges 
away from their homes 
which cause the students 
additional financial bur- 
dens.” 

The deputies have stated 
the appointment of a spe- 
cial committee to prepare a 
full statement to be pre- 
sented to the press on 
Wednesday. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - Israeli Tourism 
Minister Moshe Katsav 
Monday promised to ease 
the problems faced by Jor- 
danians applying for visas 
to enter Israel and further 
stared that Jordan and Israel 
are planning to open con- 
sulates in Eilat and Aqaba 
to facilitate the movement 
of tourists from both sides. 

Mr. Katsav, addressing a 
press conference after talks 
with his Jordanian counter- 
part. Saleh irsheidat, also 
rejected as groundless fears 
that Israeli visitors to Jor- 
dan felt they “had a right" 
to” some of the ancient 
Biblical sites in the King- 
dom. 

“As far as we are con- 
cerned. Israeli visitors to 
Jordan do not have any- 
thing more than cultural 
motivations,” said Mr. Kat- 
sav, adding that sites such 
as the Aharon’s tomb in the 
south were of religious sig- 
nificance to Jews. 

But he denied any further 
motivation apart from this 
bearing, he said. 

“We do not intend to go 
beyond the cultural motiva- 
tions,” said the minister. 
“We have full respect for 
Jordan's cultural heritage.” 

“You should be proud that 
Jordan has sites which are 


holy to Christians, Muslims 

and Jews ” he told the 

questioner. There should 
not be any obstacle “to 
allow me as a Jew to visit 
these places,” he added, 
noting that Israel also has 
places holy to Muslims, 
Christians and Jews “...just 
as some European countries 
have. Prague has religious 
holy places for Jews...” 

Replying to the same 
question, Mr. Irsheidat 
maintained that Jordan did 
not attach any religious sig- 
nificance to the tourist 
attractions of the Kingdom. 

Such sites, he said, were 
for “humanity.;..and- open 
‘ for alT people regardless -of- 
where they come from...” 

“Jordan is an open-air 
museum,” said the minister. 

Replying to other ques- 
tions, Mr. Katsav said the 
delays in issuing visas to 
Jordanians was for the most 
part related to “security” 
problems. 

“We will try our best” to 
ease the procedures related 
to the issuance of visas to 
Jordanians, he promised. 

Jordanian applicants have 
been complaining of 
lengthy delays and blunt 
refusals of visas by the 
Israeli embassy here. The 
Israeli mission in turn says 
that the process involves 
clearance from security 
authorities. 


Another reason cited by 
Israeli officials to explain 
such delays and occasional 
refusal of visas to Jordani- 
ans was concerns sparked 
by incidents where some 
visitors opt to remain and 
work in Israel. 

Mr. Irsheidat told the 
press that the issuance of 
Israeli visas to Jordanians 
was an important issue that 
was discussed during talks 
with Mr. Katsav, who is 
also deputy prime minister 
in the government of Likud 
leader Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Also- discussed were Jor- 
danians’ complaints of bad 
- treatinent-by- Israeli- guards 
at the crossings between the 
two countries, and Mr. 
Irsheidat indicated chat Mr. 
Katsav bad also promised 
to study the issue and possi- 
bilities for its resolution. 

The Israeli tourism minis- 
ter told the press confer- 
ence that he had been 
receiving “complaints (over 
visa procedures) not only 
from Jordanians, but also 
from Europeans. Ameri- 
cans and Japanese....” and 
was studying the issue. 

Mr. Irsheidat and Mr. Kat- 
sav, wbo paid the first visit 
by an Israeli tourism minis- 
ter to Jordan after the two 
countries signed an agree- 
ment on cooperation in 
tourism in April 1995. 


described their talks as suc- 
cessful. 

Both ministers noted that 
problems such as visa pro- 
cedures were expected to 
be tackled by a joint techni- 
cal commission that was set 
up during their meetings 
Monday morning. 

The commission will 
include the secretary-gener- 
als of the ministries of 
tourism as well as the direc- 
tors of external relations of 
the ministries of tourism of 
the two countries. 

The commission, which 
has a broader mandate on 
tiie multilateral level of Jor- 
danian-Israel) '.eppperation 
in tourism, wiRfcjald its first 
meeting on Ocl 22. 

According to official fig- 
ures, around 1J 0.000 
Israelis visited Jordan in 
1995 and 56,000 in the first 
eight months of this year, 
representing a seven per 
cent increase over the cor- 
responding period for the 
previous year. 

Mr. Irsheidat said 14,000 
Jordanians visited Israel in 
1995, the bulk of them as 
members of tour groups 
organised by private opera- 
tors. 

No figure was immediate- 
ly available on Jordanian 
visitors to Israel so far this 
year. 


Jordan and Israel agree 


950,000 dunums 
slated for cereals 


AMMAN (Petra) — A deci- 
sion by the Agricultural 
Council earlier this week to 
grow cereals on 950,000 
dunums of land in Jordan 
with an expected output of 
150,000 tonnes of wheat was 
among a series of measures 
adopted by the government 
to boost domestic food out- 
put, Minister of Agriculture 
Mustafa Shneikat said Mon- 
day. 

Addressing the opening of 
a two-day annual technical 
meeting organised by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
the International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in the 
Dry Areas (ICARDA), the 
minister said the new mea- 
sures should be backed by 
continued agricultural 
research programmes in 
order to discover' current 
methods for promoting agri- 
cultural production . 

He said that modem agri- 
culture and increased pro- 
duction rely on advanced 
technology and that research 
centres could help Jordan 
apply advanced methods to 
achieve an increase in food 
production. 

Dr Shneikat stated that his 
ministry was concerned with 
agricultural development, 
rural community develop- 
ment, and the work of cattle 
breeders and food producers. 

ICARDA regional coordi- 
nator Nasri Haddad outlined 
the general duties of the cen- 


tre noting that ICARDA has 
been closely cooperating 
with the Kingdom in tbeir 
searefa to find solutions to 
numerous agricultural prob- 
lems and that such collabo- 
ration has resulted in 
improved output of wheat, 
barley, lentils, chick peas 
and animal feed as well as 
rainfall collection, water 
resource management and 
the creation of pasture lands 

Currently ICARDA is 
implementing the Mashreq 
Project which aims to 
increase production of bar- 
ley, forage and sheep . 

This project focuses on 
transferring technology to 
farmers and sheep owners by 
showing them how they 
might benefit from applying 
recommended technology. 

Towards the end of the 
opening session the minister 
distributed merit certificates 
to IS Jordanian farmers who 
have benefited from the 
Mashreq Project thereby 
increasing their cereals pro- 
duction. 

Taking part in the meeting 
are delegates representing 
various Jordanian 

universities, the Noor-Al 
Hussein Foundation, the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development, the National 
Centre for Agricultural 
Research and Technology 
Transfer, along with various 
members from the private 
sector. 


(Continued from page 12) 

framework of joint projects dis- 
cussed within the Jordan Valley 
Rift Committee," the joint state- 
ment said. The “Lowest Park on 
Earth" project involves developing 
the Dead Sea area as a tourism des- 
tination for all categories of visi- 
tors, including those seeking thera- 
peutic treatment pleasure and sun 
in addition to those attracted by the 
cultural and historic sites in the 
region. The project involves invest- 
ment of several hundred million 
dollars, mostly expected from the 
private sector.Tbe governments of 
the two countries will only be 
involved in regulatory capacities as 
well as extending the related infra- 
structure. 

Mr. Ireheidai said Jordan consid- 
ered it “as a major peace project 
that will serve as a model of pence 
ih the area_.“ Both Mr. Katsav and 
Mr. Irsheidat agreed that security 
and stability were inevitable ele- 
ments in any effort to develop 
tourism since the entire region has 
to be seen as a single destination in 
such efforts. 

The joint statement said the two 
ministers of tourism also noted the 
“need to promote the creation of 
combined package touts that will 
offer Israel and Jordan." At the 
press conference, a senior official 
from the Israeli ministry of tourism 
refuted that Israel was giving more 
focus on itself in the joint tour 
packages already being marketed 
abroad. The official displayed 
advertisements in the VS. offering 
‘Three nights in Israel and three 
nights in Jordan" as part of the 
package. Such advertise men is, said 
die official, was a regular feature of 
the campaign and that the packages 
were not offering only one or two 


nights in Jordan as opposed to six 
or seven in Israel. 

Mr. Irsheidat said the joint tech- 
nical commission, made up of the 
number two officials from die min- 
istries of tourism of die two coun- 
tries, would study “further incen- 
tives" for tourists to stay longer in 
Jordan. The commission, whose 
creation was called for in the 
tourism agreement between the two 
countries signed on April 4. 1 995, 
will present recommendations ro 
the ministers of tourism of the two 
countries. According to officials, 
the marketing of joint Jordan -Israel 
tour packages has been a success 
mainly in the United States but that 
the campaign needs constant 
upgrading to carer to the needs of 
all categories of tourists. 

Jordan and Israel also agreed to 
"activate the establishment and 
operation’* of the Middle East and 

Mediterranean Tourism Trade 
Association f MEMTTA), an organ- 
isation which was announced at the 
Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit held in 
Amman late last year. MEMTTA, 
which includes 1 1 countries in the 
region, is headquartered in Tunisia 
Jordan and Israel have already rati- 
fied the MEMTTA charter. Mr. 
Katsav expressed hope that other 
members of the organisation would 
soon follow suit so that practical 
implementation of joint projects 
could be seriously studied. 

Mr; Katsav said Jordan and Israel 
were also studying cooperation 
with Egypt in the area of tourism 
involving the Taba-Elar- Aqaba 
region and the issue was expected 
to be one of the key topics for the 
three countries ai the MENA sum- 
mit to be held in Cairo in Novem- 
ber. 
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Greek Conservatives take 
thin lead ahead of vote 


SALONIKA. Greece (R) — 
Greece's main opposition 
Conservatives hold a nar- 
row lead over the ruling 
Socialists just two weeks 
before national elections, 
the first major opinion poll 
of the campaign showed 
Sunday. 

Militaries Even's Conser- 
vatives had 3 1 per cent and 
Prime Minister Costas Si- 
mitis’ Socialists 30.6 per 
cent in the nationwide opin- 
ion poll by the private MRB 
group. 

Commentators presenting 
the poll on Mega Television 
Channel said that if con- 
firmed on election day. the 
Conservatives would proba- 
bly be able to form a single- 
party government. The elec- 
tion law strongly favours 
the first party past the post. 

Mr. Simitis's Socialists 
were being badly hurt by 
three left-wing parties 
which were siphoning off 
votes. The Dikki Party, set 
up by former Socialist Fi- 
nance Minister Dimitris 
Tsovolas. took si* per cent 
in the opinion poll. 

The Coalition of the Left, 


which failed to win a seat in 
the 300-seat parliament in 
November 1993. had 4.2 
per cent and the Communist 

Party had 4.9 per cent. A 
party must win three per 
cent of the national vote to 
take a seat in parliament. 

Mr. Tsovolas. who once 
had his political rights sus- 
pended by a special crimi- 
nal court was confirmed as 
one of Greece's most popu- 
lar politicians with 49.4 per 
cent in the popularity sec- 
lion. 

Underlining that Mr. 
Simitis's problems were 
more from the left than the 
right. Coalition of the Left 
leader Nikos Konsrando- 
poulos headed the personal 
popularity sweepstakes with 
51.9 per cent. Mr. Simitis 
had 4S.9 per cent and Mr. 
Evert 36.4 per cent. 

Mr. Evert's party was 
boosted by the poor show- 
ing of the nationalist Poli- 
tical Spring Party, which 
broke away from the Con- 
servatives several years ago 
and won 10 seats in parlia- 
ment in the 1993 election. 

Political Spring, headed 


by former Conservative Fo- 
reign Minister Antonis Sa- 
maras. scored just three per 
cent in the poll, the mini- 
mum for getting a deputy 
into parliament. 

The poll showed voters to 
be largely disinterested in 
the election, which Mr. 
Simitis called a year early to 
cement his grip on power. 
More than 50 per cent said 
they had little or no interest 
in the Sept. 22 vote. 

Mr. Simitis was elected 
premier by the Socialist par- 
liamentary group in January 
when the late Socialist Party 
founder Andreas Papan- 
dreou resigned in poor 
health. 

He has a flat professorial 
style and has taken a high- 
brow stand, arguing that 
Greece must fight to secure 
its place as a fully accepted 
member of the European 
Union. 

Mr. Even, with a more 
animated, populist style, has 
stuck to bread and butter 
issues, pledging more mo- 
ney for fanners and pen- 
sioners and telling each dis- 
trict what specific measures 


he would take to help them. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Simitis hammered home his 
message that Greece could 
no longer afford to dole out 
favours to special interest 
groups and must focus on 
meeting EU economic tar- 
gets. 

‘Things will not change 
with theatrics." Mr. Simitis 
told a news conference. 
•*We are not here to impress 
voters... but to lay out our 
plans for a stronger Greece 
with an equal place in the 
EU." 

He pledged an all-out 
attack on Greece's booming 
black economy, estimated at 
one third of the country's 
GDP and to restructure the 
public sector where hiring 
would be limited. 

Even has had stiff opposi- 
tion from within his Con- 
servative party since taking 
over as leader in 1993 but 
the poll is likely to lift Con- 
servative hopes of returning 
to power in the closing 
weeks of the campaign. 


Cambodian army, Khmer Rouge 
renegades recapture village 


PHNOM MALAI. Cam- 
bodia (AFP) — A joint 
force of Cambodian troops 
and fighters from a rene- 
gade faction of the Khmer 
Rouge has retaken a village 
overrun by hardline guerril- 
las last week, officials said 
Monday. 

Chup Koki. a remote vil- 
lage in nonhwest Cambodia 
on the Thai frontier which 
was captured from the rene- 
gade faction Wednesday, 
was retaken Sunday after- 
noon, Cambodian Deputy 
Chief of Staff Nhek 
Bunchay told AFP. 

""We recaptured the base 
from the hardliners yester- 
day at 5:00 p.m. ” Mr. Nhek 
Bunchay said. He added 
that casualty figures were as 
yet unavailable, but that it 
appeared as if losses had 
been slight on the govern- 
ment side. 

"The situation is now- 
becoming normal, and we 
are going to improve securi- 
ty in that area." he said. 

Last week's fighting, the 
first major clash reported 
since a Khmer Rouge split 
in mid-August, sent some 
1.000 Cambodian villagers 
fleeing towards Thailand, 
after some 200 hardline 
guerrillas attacked Chup 
Koki. 

The village was apparent- 
ly held by elements of 
Khmer Rouge Division 519 
loyal to leng Sury. the for- 
mer deputy prime minister 
and foreign minister in the 
Khmer Rouge government 
which ruled Cambodia for 
four years in the 1970s. 

Meanwhile an unrepen- 
tant leng Sary. the head of a 
breakaway Khmer Rouge 
faction. Monday denied any 
role in Khmer Rouge geno- 
cide and said he expected an 
amnesty to allow his faction 
to join forces with Phnom 
Penh. 

Speaking to reporters es- 
pecially ferried in by heli- 
copter to his faction’s jungle 
base at Phnom Malai. Mr. 
leng Sary said: "1 believe 
that when the Government 


and our movement join each 
other, the war will be over." 

Senior Phnom Penh offi- 
cials present in Phnom Ma- 
lai said the amnesty was 
likely to be proclaimed 
soon, possibly within a few 
days. A ceasefire and tenta- 
tive peace accord have 
already been reached. 

A full, formal peace settl- 
ment or reconciliation is not 
possible until amnesty is 
granted, Mr. leng Sary 
stressed, adding: “I know 
my case will be solved be- 
cause everyone wants 
peace.” 

Mr. leng Sary said that 
Khmer Rouge hardliners 
were being marginalised as 
the breakaway movement 
was "spreading ali around 
the country .. It is a histori- 
cal movement that no one 
can stop.” 

He said he had no infor- 
mation on hardline leaders 
such as Pol Pot andTa Mok 
but believed they were 
based in the Anlong Veng 
area of northern Cambodia. 

leng Sary. among senior 
rebel leaders sentenced to 
death in absentia for the 
four-year Khmer Rouge 
reign in Phnom Penh from 
1975. when some two mil- 
lion Cambodians were be- 
lieved to have died, claimed 
to have saved people from 
arbitrary execution. 

*i have no regret because 
of the fact that l had nothing 
to do with ordering the exe- 
cution of anyone or even the 
suggestion of it. When I saw- 
some decisions about exe- 
cutions. 1 defended people 
and that’s why they sur- 
vived till now." he said. 

Security was light at 
Phnom Malai. and reporters 
were searched twice before 
being allowed to enter the 
open-air building where the 
news conference" took place. 
A large number of heavily- 
armed bodyguards stood on 
alert. 

Mr. leng Sary. 67-year-old 
former deputy premier and 
foreign minister in the 
Khmer Rouge regime. 



Leader of dissident Khmer Rouge guerrillas group leng 
Sary speaks during a news conference at his Phnom 
Maiai jungle base Monday, leng Sary said he had nego- 
tiated a ceasefire with the Cambodia government, but 
more time and talks were needed for a comprehensive 
settlement t Reuter photo > 


maintained he had "always 
advocated a moderate line.” 
which resulted in his being 
cut out of the rebels* central 
leadership after 1975. 

“Under the pretext of 
(my) frequent absences 
from Cambodia. Pol Pot 
gradually excluded me from 
die decision-making,” Mr. 
leng Sary said, contradict- 
ing information that he was 
“brother number two” in the 
hierarchy to Pol Pot. 

Describing himself as 
enamored with democracy 
from his student days in 
Paris, he said that “like a 
patriot” he-had to defend his 
country after Vietnamese 
troops invaded and ousted 
the Khmer Rouge from 
power in 1979. 

He had continued with the 
Khmer Rouge through to 
1990 “because 1 wanted to 
preserve unity and thought I 
could still present my opin- 
ions.” he said. 

Mr. leng Sary produced a 
nine-page document, in 
English, entitled “the true 
facts about Pol Pot’s dicta- 
torial regime, published on 
SepL S. 1996. by the Re- 
search and Documenta-tion 
Centre of the Democratic 
National United Move- 
ment." his newly-formed 
political organisation. 

The Khmer Rouge rene- 
gades are understood to 
want to retain control of the 
Maiai-Pailm region after a 
peace agreement while the 
government wants it to 
come under Phnom Penh's 
administration. 

Malai. Pailin and other 
areas controlled by break- 
away commanders are cur- 
rently considered liberated 
zones and not yet under 
government control. 

Also Monday, Mr. leng 
Sury handed over the re- 
mains of German Matthias 
Wolf to a representative 
from the Order of Malta’s 
Bangkok mission, witnesses 
said? 

Mr. leng Sary said the 32- 
year-old Wolf was executed 
and his remains burnt after 
he crossed into the moun- 
tainous Phnom Malai area 
from Thailand. Wolf disap- 
peared in December 1994. 

The remains of the young 
German were handed over 
in a plastic bag to Jacques 
Bekaert and leng Sary told 
reporters Wolf had been 
killed in the Veal Vena area 
on the orders of hardline 
Khmer Rouge Defence 
Chief Son Sen. 

The breakaway faction 
leader said Wolf was shot 
by his captors on Dec. 16. 
1994 and petrol was poured 
over his body and set alight. 

“it was very savage." said 
leng Sary. who said nobody 
would have dared kill for- 
eign hostages of the Khmer 
Rouge without orders from 
Pol Pot. 

Wolf, then 32. was last 
seen in the Thai border vil- 
lage of Ban Laem on Dec. 
8. 1994. before he crossed 
into the Phnom Malai urea 
on his motorcycle. 


Rebel 
leaders due 
to appear 
in Grozny 

MOSCOW (R) — Top 
separatist rebels are due 
to appear openly In the 
Chechen capital Grozny 
Tuesday for the first time 
since the city was seized 
by Russian' troops in 
February 1995. Interfax 
News Agency said 
Monday. 

It said separatist leader 
Zelimkban Yandarbiyev, 
Chief of Staff Aslan Mas- 
khadov and other top 
rebels would take part in 
a congress of Chechen 
political groups in Groz- 
ny, which Russian troops 
and rebel forces have left 
under a peace deal. 

Interfax did not specify 
which of Chechenya's po- 
litical parties, some of 
which have cooperated 
with the Russians while 
others have opposed 
them during 21 months of 
fighting, would attend the 
congress. 

The agency quoted a 
senior rebel source as say- 
ing the congress would 
discuss how to create a 
coalition government 
which could be formed in 
the southern region this 
autumn. 

Moscow’s envoy to Che- 
chenya. Alexander Lebed, 
has struck a peace deal 
with Commander Mas- 
khadov to end fighting 
which has killed tens of 
thousands of people and 
defer by five years a deci- 
sion on the most sensitive 
issue, the region's future 
political status. 

Russia sent troops in 
December 1994 to quell 
Chechenya's indepen- 
dence revolt. But its for- 
ces have suffered a series 
of humiliating defeats 
and have failed to estab- 
lish control over the 
whole of Che-chenya. 

The deal between Gen. 
Lebed and Commander 
Maskhadov, which had 
been conditionally 

backed by President 
Boris Yeltsin, also pro- 
vides for a Russian troop 
withdrawal from the 
rebel region. 

The separatists say they 
would be ready to allow 
ail major Chechen groups 
to be in the government 
inc-Iuding members of 
the pro-Moscow adminis- 
tration headed by Doku 
Zavgayev. 

Interfax quoted Ruslan 
Kutayev. a leading partic- 
ipant of the Grozny con- 
ference. as saying the 
rebels had reserved up to 
10 seats in the govern- 
ment for other purties. 


WILMINGTON. N.C. (Rl 
— North Carolina residents 
began returning to soaked 
and battered homes Sunday 
to face a huge clearing-up 
job after hurricane Fran. 

Dozens lined up at hard- 
ware stores to buy chain- 
saws and other repair tools. 
Others whose homes were 
destroyed sought food at 
church-run kitchens. 

Convoys of trucks 
streamed into the Wilming- 
ton area to fix utility poles, 
replace hundreds of kilome- 
tres of downed power lines, 
repair roads and haul away 
fallen trees and debris. 

Washington D.C. was bra- 
cing itself for the fall-out 
from Fran as rising flood- 
waters along the Potomac 
River threatened the na- 
tion's capital Sunday. 

After Fran dumped four 
inches ( 10 cm) of rain in the 
capital and up to 14 inches 
(35 cm) in outlying areas, 
forecasters predicted a 
flood surge of 13 to 15 feet 
(4-4.5 metres) in the weal- 
thy Georgetown section of 
the city and up to 34 feet 
( 10 metres) at Harpers Fer- 
ry. West Virginia. 

Rising flood waters also 
threatened to close the main 
road to national airport, the 
city's domestic airport. 

Hurricane Fran cut a 
swathe of destruction from 
the southeastern end of 
North Carolina on Cape 
Fear, where it came ashore, 
to the northwest of the state. 


At least 15 people were 
killed in the state, including 
a firefighter, “and there may 
be more.” said Sara Kem- 
pin. a spokeswoman for 
North Carolina Emergency 
Management Centre. 

Some drowned, others 
were killed when trees fell 
on their cars or houses, she 
added. 

Local authorities said they 
were beginning to allow 
residents to return to Caro- 
. lina Beach and Kure Beach, 
two seaside towns on Plea- 
sure Island off Wilmington. 

They had been barred 
since Thursday because 
electric, water and sewer 
services were severed and 
many properties were still 
extremely unsafe, said offi- 
cials. 

A 24-hour curfew was in 
effect for both towns and a 
10 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew 
was imposed on the rest of 
New Hanover County. Au- 
thorities said schools would 
remain closed Monday 
while damage was assessed. 

In Wrightsville Beach, a 
town on a Banier Island off 
Wilmington, officials said it 
would be at least three days 
before residents could re- 
turn because of safety con- 
cerns. 

On Topsail Island, north 
of Wilmington, rescue wor- 
kers searched homes in 
north topsail beach for 
missing people. 

"We're going house to 
house on the beach looking 


for people who might have 
been crapped. We’re finding 
people — they're scared. 
They were freaked our by 
the storm,” said Marian 
KJeinman. a spokeswoman 
for Onilow County. 

An elderly woman who 
was found floating on a 
mattress in a marsh Dear 
Surf City after the storm 
was in critical condition, 
reports said. Her trailer 
home was destroyed. 

As National Guard troops 
patrolled the islands, bull- 
dozers scraped sand from 
beach and roads. Diggers 
scooped chunks of crum- 
bled houses and slabs of 
broken asphalt out of the 
way. 

“Major roads have been 
cleared. Almost all the 
county and city roads are 
open.” said Bruce Shell, 
spokesman for Wilming- 
ton’s New Hanover County. 

As many as 400.000 peo- 
ple remained without elec- 
tricity and trailer loads of 
generators sold out in min- 
utes. 

The Wilmington City 
Council passed an emer- 
gency ordinance Saturday 
to prevent price gouging, 
making it punishable by a 
S500 fine or 30 days in jail. 

Wilson’s Outdoor Equip- 
ment in Raleigh, where 
lines snaked around the cor- 
ner store, had sold more 
than 400 chainsaws. 


Belgian police finds weapons 
in Cools murder investigation 


BRUSSELS (R) — The five-year-old 
search for the murderer of a leading Belgian 
politician appears to have made" a major 
step forward with the arrest of a prime sus- 
pect and the discovery of what police think 
are the weapons used in the crime. 

Andre Cools, patriarch of the Socialist 
Parry in Walionia. Belgium's French-speak- 
ing southern half, was shot on July IS. 
1991. 

The assassins were never found, but the 
investigation in the Cools affair has shaken 
Belgium to the core. It has uncovered a cor- 
ruption scandal which led to the resignation 
of Belgian NATO Secretary General Willy 
Claes in October 1995 and the resignation 
of four Belgian government ministers in 
1994-95. 

A judicial source told Reuters late Sunday 
that army engineers had dredged up two 
revolvers from a canal near the eastern 
town of Liege. 

Investigators have never discovered the 
reasons for Cools’ assassination, but their 
search led them to discover rampant cor- 
ruption in another affair — the purchase of 
Agusta military helicopters in the late 
i9S0s. That scandal brought down former 
leading Belgian Socialist politician Willy 
Claes, forced to resign as NATO secretary- 
general in October 1995, 

Belgian media have speculated that the 
apparent breakthrough in the Cools investi- 
gation seemed to have been brought about 
by the investigation into the paedophile sex. 
kidnapping and murder ring which has 
shocked Belgium m er the past three weeks. 


Justice Minister Stefaan De Clerck said 
Friday “an important breakthrough” had 
been made in the cools probe, but added 
that there was "no direct link" between the 
two cases. 

The army engineers who found the two 
revolvers were led there by Domenico 
Castellino. one of four men arrested Friday 
in connection with the Cools probe. 

"Castellino himself had indicated where 
we could find the weapons," the source 
said. 

Mr. Castel lino was one of four men arrest- 
ed Friday in connection with the Cools 
investigation. Another one was Richard 
Taxquet. former personal secretary of Alain 
Van Der Biest. u minister in the Walionia 
government who was forced to resign in 
1992 for alledged involvement in a securi- 
ties fraud. 

Mr. Van Der Biest was arrested early 
Sunday after 12 hours of questioning. 
Belgian media said the Liege judiciary has 
accused him of murder of Cools, following 
testimony given by Mr. Taxquet. ° 

“I confirm that Mr. Van Der Biest has 
been arrested. He has again stated his inno- 
cence.” Mr. Van Der Biest's lawyer. Jean- 
Luc Dessy. told RTBF Television. 

Mr. Dessy was allowed to visit his client 
in the Lantin Prison, close to Lieee. where 
Mr. Van Der Biest has been placed in soli- 
tary confinement for the next three days. 

Van Der Biest had risen to power under the 
wing of cools, the power broker of the Parti 
Socialiste (PS), the party which has been the 
main political force in Walionia for decades 



Hurricane won't 
spoil surf city g 
wedding ^ 


SURF-CITY (R) — Andrea 
Blake and Josh Waring are 
getting married, come hell 
or high water. The high 
water came late Thursday 
with hurricane Fran's ft.* 
unexpected visit — • a tre- jjr 
mendous wall of seawater i* 
that flowed into their new 
beach bouse apartment in r 
Surf City on Topsail Island, -J 

a North Carolina barrier *= 
island ravaged by the 'i 
storm’s 120 mph (193 kph) \ 
winds. With their wedding to*' 
scheduled for next Satur- jr 
day, Blake, 26, and Waring, 

22, had begun moving into 

their new house just two 
days before Fran struck. . x 
Some of their furniture was 
still in the removal truck 
outside the door. While the '*• • 
flood water damaged the > 
house, it threatened neither if. 
their lives nor their mar^ 
riage plans. “We’re the hur® 
ricane couple. We're going 
through with it,” said 
Blake. “We’re very lucky." 
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Harriet’s school 
choice a harsh 
lesson for U.IC’s 
Blair 


Hilton . 


i 


A man folds up the American flag found among the debris of his son's home as Surf 
City residents continued to return to their homes following hurricane Fran. 
Authorities allowed residents and business owners access onto the Barrier Island on 
the southern North Carolina coast, among the areas hardest hit by the hurricane 
(Reuter photo) 

N. Carolina picks up pieces from hurricane 




LONDON (R) — British - 
opposition Labour Party 
leader Tony Blair said in a 
published interview that 
failing to predict the furore 
that ensued from the deci- 
sion of his shadow cabinet 
colleague Harriet Harman 
to send her son to a gram- 
mar (selective) school was 
his biggest error since tak- 
ing over as Labour leader , 
in 1994. Ms. Hannan chose . 
to send the younger of herdj) : . 
two sons to a grammar 
school, rather than follow 
the party line and send him 
to a comprehensive mou- 
se lective) school. Mr. Blair 
said: “I was too slow to re- 
cognise what would hap- 
pen after Harriet Hannan's 
decision on the school. 1 
regarded it as a straightfor- _ 
ward private matter, and I : 
felt that was very impor- : • 
tarn. “Ithought the reaction 
was way over the top, but I — 
should have gone public 
more quickly and ex- 
plained it” 

Mao’s ghost stalks 
the library and the 
dining room 

BEUING (R) — China's* 
breakneck development 
and a vigorous new con- 
sumer culture may have 
steamrollered Mao Tse- 
tong's political and eco- 
nomic legacy, but at least 
the library of the late revo- 
lutionary leader is in safe 
hands. China's diligent 
archivists — part of an 
intellectual class once re- 
viled by Maoist cultural 
commissars — have gath- 
ered 90,000 books kept by 
the “great helmsman, 
along with 30.000 of his 
papers and documents, for 
posterity. Manuscripts are 
nor the only Mao memen- 
tos still enthusiastically 
collected. Two decades af- 
ter his death, theme restau- 
rants serving Mao's fa- 
vourite dishes pull in 
crowds of diners and a pop- 
ular appetite for Mao-asso- 
ciated retro-kitsch has 
spawned a small private 
sector industry that woul£r- - 
have infuriated the devout H 
Marxist. 


Russians, Chechen 
rebels take to the 
playing field 

MOSCOW (Rj — Russian 
soldiers beat Chechen 
rebels 3-1 Sunday in an 
unprecedented soccer 
match in the regional capi- 
tal Grozny where fragile 
peace is holding after the 
withdrawal of troops and 
separatist forces. ITAR- 
TASS news agency said the 
pitch in Grozny, where the 
match between the St. Pe- 
tersburg Omon crack po- 
lice squad and rebels of 
Field Commander Arbi 
Kurbanov took place, had 
first to be cleared of mines 
left by recent fierce figbti 
ing in the city. TASS saief 
the Omon servicemen and 
rebels, who fought each 
other in Grozny throughout 
21 months of war, now 
formed a single group 
patrolling the city's Novo- 
promyslovsky district- 
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U^i. President Bill Clinton, surrounded by Secret Service agents, goes jogging in Washington. President Clinton 
has called on the U.S. Senate to ratify' a global chemical weapons ban treaty that he said would keep poison g g$ out 
of the hands of **rogue states" (Reuter photo) 


Clinton, Dole rest ahead of hard campaigning 


WASHINGTON (R) — De- 
mocrat Bill Clinton and Re- 
publican Bob Dole each 
took a day off Sunday to 
rest up for a week that will 
take them campaigning ac- 
ross the country. 

President Clinton jogged 
through Washington's Rock 
Creek Park, played golf and 
went to church on one of his 
rare days at the White 
House this month, when he 
is expected to spend two out 
of every three days on Lhe 
campaign trail. 

After meeting Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Irish Pre- 
mier John Bruton Monday. 
Mr. Clinton was scheduled 
to sec off Tuesday on a 
three-day trip to Missouri, 
Colorado, Arizona and Cali- 
fornia, returning early •Fri- 
day morning. - " 31 ! 

Sen. Dole, who lags-Mr. 


Clinton by more than 15 
points in opinion polls, also 
spent Sunday in Washing- 
ton, attending church in the 
morning and then dropping 
by his campaign headquar- 
ters. 

He also has a busy week 
ahead of him. 

The Republican was sche- 
duled to take a rum in the 
South Monday and Tues- 
day, visiting Georgia. Flori- 
da, Louisiana and Tennes- 
see. 

On Wednesday, he was 
expected to travel to Con- 
necticut and Delaware and 
at the end of the week to 
visit several states in the 
Midwest, where U.S. elec- 
tions are typically won or 
lost. 

With less than wo months 
left until the Nov. 5 elec- 
tion, both candidates are 
running as hard as they can. 


Sen. Dole appeared to be 
seeking to shore up his base 
in the south, while also 
reaching out to the Mid- 
west, where he spent four 
days last week. 

Most surveys put Mr. 
Dole solidly behind the 
president, with the latest 
CNN/USA Today//Gallup 
tracking poll, released Sa- 
turday, giving Mr. Clinton 
53 per cent. Sen. Dole 36 
per cent and Reform Party 
candidate Ross Perot 5 per 
cent. 

Even in the south, tradi- 
tionally a Republican 
stronghold. Sen. Dole ap- 
pears to have an uphill 
climb. 

A Texas poll published by 
the Houston Chronicle Sun- 
day showed Sen. Dole beat- 
ng Mr. Clinton by narrow 
44 per cent to 41* per cent 
margin in the state,’ with Mr. 


Perot at 4 per cent. Taken 
Sept. 2-5, the poll has a 3.5 
percentage point margin of 
error. 

Mr. Clinton has been put- 
ting pressure on Sen. Dole 
in the south, notably in Flo- 
rida, where the president 
spent Thursday and Friday 
of last week. 

Mr. Clinton came within a 
whisker of winning Florida 
in 1992, losing to former 
President George Bush by 
only 100,000 votes. 

This week Mr. Clinton 
was also scheduled to lavish 
attention on California, 
which he has visited more 
than two dozen times since 
taking office, in an effort to 
lockup its .54 electoral col- 
lege votes- — 20percent of 
the 270 he needs to win. 


Rap star critically wounded in Las Vegas shooting 
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Las Vegas ( R) — Rap music 
star Tupac Shakur was list- 
ed in critical condition 
Sunday after he was shot 
three times in the chest 
when the car he was riding 
in was ambushed and rid- 
dled with gunfire, authori- 
ties said. 

Shakur. a 25-year-old 
singer-actor with a history 
of violence and trouble with 
the law. underwent emer- 


gency surgery after the 
Saturday night attack near 
the famed Las Vegas strip. 

It was the second time in 
less than two years that 
Shakur has been shot, and a 
hospital source said he had 
a “fairly good" chance of 
surviving his latest wounds. 

Marion “Suge” Knight, 
31. co-founder of the con- 
troversial music label Death 
Row Records, was driving 


the car and suffered a minor 
gunshot wound to the head. 
Las Vegas police said. 

Knight, who produces the 
work of Shakur and other 
top rap stars, was treated 
and released Sunday. 

The attack occurred while 
Shakur, one of the most 
notorious performers of 
hardcore gangsta rap, was 
headed for a nightclub with 
friends in a convoy of 10 


cars after watching the 
Mike Tyson-Bruce Seldon 
heavyweight boxing title 
fight 

A white Cadillac with four 
people inside pulled up next 
to Shakur's black BMW and 
one of them opened fire, rid- 
dling the car with 12 or 13 
bullets, police said. Dozens 
of stunned witnesses looked 
on in horror, according to 
broadcast reports. 
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African countries agree 
to ease Burundi blockade 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — African countries said Monday 
they agreed to ease sanctions against Burundi to allow in 
some humanitarian aid on condition it did not undermine 
the purpose of the embargo. 

The regional Sanctions Coordinating Committee said it 
agreed at its first meeting in Arusha, Tanzania, Friday to 
allow U.N. Rights to Burundi, access by road for staff and 
agencies to import fuel. 

“The committee decided to address genuine humanitarian 
concerns in a manner that does not undermine the very 
essence of sanctions," it said in a statement issued in 
Nairobi Monday; 

It said it decided to allow U.N. agencies subject to "strict 
verification and control arrangements" to import baby food 
and other essential requirements for infants and hospital 
patients. 

It also agreed to allow them to import emergency medical 
and laboratory supplies and some kerosene to keep vac- 
cines cold. 

Burundi’s Tutsi military ruler Pierre Buvoya had urged 
the committee to lift sanctions imposed on Burundi in retal- 
iation to an army coup that ousted President Sylvestre 
Nribantunganya on July 25. 

But the committee noted that “the Buyoya regime" had so 
far failed to meet any of the conditions which were set by 
regional leaders when they decided ro impose the sanctions 
on July 31. 

The statement lisred the conditions as restoring parlia- 
ment. unbanning political parties and immediate and 
unconditional negotiations with all groups within and out- 
side the country. 

‘The committee therefore decided that the sanctions 
should be strictly maintained." said the committee, consist- 
ing of representatives of Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda. 
Tanzania. Uganda, Zambia and the Organisation of African 
Unity tOAU). 

Zaire, a committee member, did not attend the meeting. 

‘The committee decided to allow a restricted number of 
L?.N. flights to and from Bujumbura, coordinated by the 
resident coordinator of the U.N. system in Nairobi and 
authorised by the Kenya National Sanctions Committee,” it 
said in the statement 

The committee decided emergency flights would be 
authorised by National Sanctions Committees on a case by 
case basis. 

“For the sole purpose of getting across humanitarian 
assistance to Burundi, the committee decided to allow 
restricted road access to and from Burundi for personnel of 
the U.N. and other humanitarian agencies/’ it added. 

“In order to facilitate the distribution of humanitarian 
supplies and the essential operations of the U.N. agencies 
and resident diplomatic corps in Burundi, the committee 
decided to allow these agencies to import limited controlled 


amounts of diesel and petrol for their own use," the state- 
ment said. 

It also said it would allow U.N. agencies operating in 
Burundi to import communications equipment for their 
own use. 

Sanctions have hit landlocked Burundi hard, forcing the 
army-appointed government to ration fuel and increasing 
prices of even home-grown food because of higher domes- 
tic transport costs. 

But Maj. Buyoya, a retired army major, has refused to 
open peace talks with Hutu rebels unless they First lay down 
their arms. 

More than 150,000 people have been killed in Burundi in 
civil war and massacres since 1993, fuelling fears of blood- 
shed on a scale similar to neighbouring Rwanda’s genocide 
in 1994. 

The committee commended participating countries and 
the OAU for "solidarity and cohesion" in strictly applying 
the sanctions and thanked the international community for 
its support. 

The committee will next meet in Kigali, Rwanda, on Oct. 
I. 

Meanwhile, Burundi’s military said Monday that the cap- 
ital Bujumbura saw a quiet weekend after a big operation 
by the Tutsi-dominated army to dislodge Hutu rebels from 
the hills above the city. 

“There was nothing ro report apart from one or two shots 
fired by unidentified gunmen in the (northern) Mutanga 
district Sunday night,” army spokesman Lieutenant 
Colonel Isaie Nibizi told AFP. 

No casualties were reported. 

Last week, government troops said they had killed about 
100 Hutu rebels and lost three of their own men in a two- 
day sweep in the hills surrounding the capital. 

The army launched the offensive after the guerrillas 
lobbed three mortar shells into the Mutanga district 
Tuesday, including one which landed in the university cam- 
pus, but the military said nobody was hurt. 

Hum gunmen also put on a display of automatic rifle fire- 
power in the hills in what a rebel spokesman said was a 
warning that they could attack Bujumbura any time they 
wanted. 

The rebels later claimed that those killed by the army last 
week were mainly civilians slaughtered in massacres. 

The rebels have sabotaged electricity lines leading to the 
capital, depriving it of two-thirds of its power, and prices 
have sky-rocketed as the result of the month-long econom- 
ic blockade by neighbouring countries. 

The rebels are seeking to dissuade Hutu farmers from tak- 
ing their produce into Bujumbura, and around 1,000 farm- 
ers abandoned their smallholdings around the capital last 
week to take refuge in overcrowded displaced persons’ 
camps on the outskirts. 


Thousands of rebels vote in Philippine polls 


COTABATO, Philippines 
(R) — Thousands of Mus- 
lim guerrillas laid down 
their -weapons Monday and 
voted to elect their chief, 
Nur Misuari, as regional go- 
vernor of a semi-autono- 
mous region in the southern 
Philippines. 

Mr. Misuari, a former uni- 
versity professor who 
plunged the Mindanao re- 
gion into 24 years of bloody 
civil war, cast his vote in a 
school bouse in his home 
town in Jolo and said it sig- 
nalled the rebels’ return to 
the political mainstream. 

"This vote symbolises our 
commitment to peace, de- 
mocracy and progress for 


our people here in Min- 
danao and eventually for the 
entire country,” he said. 

The chainnan-of the Moro 
National Liberation Front 
(MNLF) signed a peace 
deal with the government 
last week, ending a sepa- 
ratist war that killed more 
than 120,000 people. 

Running unopposed, he 
needs one vote — his or that 
of one of his two wives — 
to win the governorship of a 
semi-autonomous region 
comprising four Muslim 
provinces. The area is con- 
sidered to be among the 
poorest in the country. 

Mr. Misuari is expected to 
be proclaimed the winner 


Wednesday after the official 
count, the Election Com- 
mission said. 

More than 2,000 rebels, 
many of them wearing bat- 
tle fatigues and without 
their guns, voted in Ma- 
guindanao province in the 
first hours of polling. Thou- 
sands more cast their votes 
in the other areas, officials 
said. 

"We did not bring our 
firearms because we are un- 
der the peace process,” said 
MNLF District Commander 
Basir Naim, one of more 
than 500 guerrillas who vo- 
ted in Saguarian town. 

Voting around the region 
was peaceful, police said. 


But official poll watchers 
reported cases of cheating' in 
some areas in Lanao Del Sur, 
where two or, .three people, 
some of them rebels, voted 
for an entire district. 

President Fidel Ramos said 
he expected Minda-nao’s 
economy to now take off. 

"The era of peace that 
Mindanao will now enjoy 
offers a unique opportunity 
for the region... to emerge 
from the economic backwa- 
ters to the front door of 
progress,” Mr. Ramos said in 
Manila. 

Also at stake in the polls 
are the post of vice governor 
and all the seats of a regional 
legislative assembly. 



E.R., Frasier take top U.S. TV honours 


PASADENA. California ( Ri — E.R. won the battle of the 
medical shows Sunday winning best drama series while 
Frasier was named best comedy for the third straighr year as 
the television industry' presented its 48rh annual Emray 
Awards. 

Ironically. Picker Fences, a critically acclaimed show can- 
celled bv CBS after four seasons, picked up two acting 
awards, "for Kathy Baker as best actress in a drama for the 
third time as small-town Doctor Jill Brock, and Ray 
Walston as best supporting actor for the second year in a 
row as Judge Henry Bone. 

Dermis Franz, who plays a tough detective in the grirty 
ABC drama NYPD Blue won besf: actor for the second time 
in three years while Helen Hunt, fresh from her success in 
this summer's blockbuster movie Twister, was named best 
actress in a comedy for Mad About You after five nomina- 
tions. 

In a surprise. John Lithgow bear veteran comedians Jerry 
Seinfeld. Paul Reiser, last year's winner Kelsey G rammer 



.roducer Maggie Randeil (centre) holds the 
ranted to her show with co-stars Pen Gilpin 
Jane Leers i right) at a party hosted by tfte 
show Entertainment Tonight in Pasadena, 
a. Frasier won as Outstanding Comedy Series 
h Annual Emmy Awards (Reuter photo) 


and Garry S handling to win best comedy actor in his first 
comedy series. Third Rock From The Sun. 

Mr. Lithgow, known more for his serious Film and stage 
acting, had previously won an Emmy as a guest on Amazing 
Stories in 1986. 

It was also a good night for British actors, with Helen 
Mirren. Alan Rickman and Greta Scaachi all picking up 
Emmys. while Tyne Daly, best known as one of two female 
detectives in the ground-breaking police drama Cagney and 
Lacey, became the most honoured dramatic actress in TV 
history, winning her Fifth Emmy Award, 

In the battle between the networks, NBC emerged as the 
winner with a total of 20 Emmys. but cable network HBO 
surprisingly took 14 awards, pushing ABC into third place 
with 12 Emmys and CBS in fourth with 11. 

Daly won the award as best supporting actress in a drama 
series for her role as Miss Alice in the frontier drama 
Christy, which aired on CBS. 

It was her fifth Emmy in 10 nominations, having previ- 
ously won in 1983, 1985 and 1988 as best lead actress in 
Cagney And Lacey. Candice Bergen has also won five 
Emmys, but they were in die comedy category for Murphy 
Brown. 

At the start of the three-hour televised show. Rip Torn and 
Julia Louis-Dreyfus of Seinfeld received Emmys as best 
supporting actor and actress in comedies. 

Tom, more famous for serious movie roles, plays the pro- 
ducer of a talk show on HBO’s The Larry Sanders Show, 
which satirises television and TV people. 

The Emmys, hosted by Reiser, talk-show host Oprah 
Winfrey and actor Michael J. Fox, had been expected to fea- 
ture a duel between hospital dramas — E.R. and Chicago 
Hope for the top honours. But the rivalry was dead on 
arrival. 

NBC’s E.R. which takes place in a Chicago emergency 
room, won only the one Emmy for best drama despite gar- 
nering 17 nominations. Its cross-town rival, Chicago Hope, 
which airs on CBS, was nominated for 15 Emmys but won 
only two, including one for its director Jeremy Kagan. 

George Clooney, who will be the next movie Batman and 
was nominated as best actor in a drama for his role as a doc- 
tor in E.R. went home empty-handed, as did his colleague 
from the show, Anthony Edwards. 

In a strong category, they lost to Franz, who said he had a 
lot of feedback from viewers who sympathise with his com- 
plex character, Andy Sipowicz. 

Veteran movie director John Frankenheimer won his third 
Emmy as best director of a miniseries for the civil war 
drama Andersonvilie. 

Actress Scacchi was not present to receive her Emmy as 
best supporting actress in a miniseries, as Alexandra jn 
HBO's Rasputin, but Rickman, who played The Mad Monk 
in the same production, took the lead from fellow Briton 



Actor Alan Rickman bolds the Emmy Award he won for 
Lead Actor in for the miniseries Rasputin on Sept. 8 at 
the 48th Annual Emmy Awards in Pasadena, California 
(Reuter photo) 

Mirren, to say he was “dead chuffed,- too.” 

Mirren, who was named best lead actress in a miniseries 
for playing detective superintendant Jane Tennison on PBS’ 
Prime Suspect: Scent of Darkness, had confused the audi- 
ence by using the same northern English colloquialism. 

“It means Tm very pleased’ in American," she said. 

Singer Tony Bennett won his first Emmy for best perfor- 
mance in a variety show. 

NBC’s Gulliver's Travels, starring Ted Danson and Mary 
Steenburgen, took five Emmys including best miniseries, 
while the cult space alien show- The X-FUes also won five 
awards, including the Emmy for best writing for a drama 
series. 

HBO’s Truman, starring Gary Sinise as the U.S. president 
who ordered the the Atomic bomb dropped on Japan, was 
named best movie made- for-tele vision. 

This year’s 48th annual awards ceremony was broadcast 
to 85 countries and an estimated foreign audience of 600 
million. 


Moscow car-bomb injures 2 


MOSCOW (AFP.) — Mos- 
cow police searched for 
clues Monday after at least 
two people were injured in 
a car-bomb blast ai a busy 
shopping complex, in what 
may have been a mafia 
attack. 

The head of the Samo- 
khod car dealership, Igor 
Shitikov, 31, was wounded 
in the back in the incident 
Sunday after a bomb ex- 
ploded under his luxury 
Mercedes 320 at the All- 
Russian Exhibition Centre, 
city police told AFP. 

Another man, aged 27, 
was lightly injured, police 
said, adding it was not yet 
clear whether he was con- 
nected to Mr. Shitikov, or 
just a passer by. 

“We are still investigat- 
ing, but we cannot rule out 
that it was connected to an 
organised crime dispute,” 
the policeman said. 


Earlier, Interfax News 
Agency said that a third 
person was wounded, but 
police said they were not 
aware of this. 

Small blasts, about the 
size of Sunday's car bomb, 
are a regular occurence in 
Moscow. They « are rarely 
solved, but are often 
blamed either on Chechen 
separatists, the Moscow 
mafia, or other cri minal 
score settling. 

Police said the blast, at 
2300 hours (1900 GMT), 
was the equivalent of 200 
grammes of explosives and 
did not contain slirapnel. 

A second Mercedes parked 
near the scene was checked 
by sniffer dogs, but found to 
contain no bomb. 

There were no immediate 
clues as to who was behind 
the explosion and the investi- 
gation was continuing 
Monday. 
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Place for legitimacy and restraint 

TURKEY'S DECISION to establish a security 
buffer zone within Iraq's territory has understand- 
ably been met with widespread opposition from 
major capitals of the world. Russia, France and the 
European Union, to name but a few. have expressed 
astonishment at Ankara's determination to exploit 
the vulnerability of Iraq by moving its army into 
that country's northern territory on the pretext that 
such deployment is necessary to deter anti-Turkish 
infiltration by the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK). 
Cairo, Damascus and the Arab Gulf states also came 
out strongly against the Turkish move. 

The demerit of the Ankara excuse was amply 
rebutted by Baghdad when Hamed Youssef 
Hammadi. head of the Cultural and Information 
Committee of Iraq's National Assembly, told 
reporters on Sunday that “if Thrkey feels that it has 
to protect itself it should have that buffer zone in its 
territory." Hammadi said it all when he challenged 
Ankara to solve its border problems from within its 
own territory rather than encroach on the lands of 
neighbouring countries, especially when they 
appear to be weak and vulnerable for it is equally 
obvious that in voicing strong criticism of Turkey's 
attempt to encroach on Iraq's territorial integrity, 
the other capitals of the world are clearly concerned 
about- establishing any new’ precedents that would 
jeopardise the long-standing principle in interna- 
tional law about the inviolability of state borders. 

The timing of Turkey's move is also ominous. At a 
time when there is civil strife in northern Iraq, as 
two major Iraqi Kurdish factions have been fighting 
one another for some time now. any “interference" 
by Ankara in that area would only add fuel to the 
fire already raging there. The PKK problem is not 
new and has been a major IXirkish preoccupation 
for a number of years already. Why now. especially 
-in the aftermath of Washingon's missile attacks 
against Iraq, does Hirkey wish to introduce new ele- 
ments of uncertainty and tension with an unfee bled 
Arab country with which it purports to have strate- 
gic relations? Just what is the purpose for the esca- 
lation? There are many difficult questions to be 
raised about the timing and legitimacy of the 
Turkish decision indeed. 

Ankara should reconsider its move in order to 
maintain friendly and constructive relations with 
the Arab World. Above all, Turkey, which religious- 
ly protects its frontiers from any violations coming 
from Greece, should be the first to comprehend the 
importance of the sanctity of recognised borders. 
Baghdad has pledged to take whatsoever action nec- 
essary to frustrate Turkey's declared decision to 
move its troops beyond Iraq's northern borders 
with Turkey. But the brewing crisis should be 
resolved by peaceful means and by diplomatic ini- 
tiatives emanating from within the region as well as 
by the major capitals of the world. The Middle East 
has enough conflicts as it is and no country should 
be afforded the chance to complicate and inflame 
the situation further. We trust that after due consid- 
eration. the Turkish government would find it more 
sensible to protect its security through legitimate 
ways and means rather than repudiate long-stand- 
ing norms in international relations. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


TURKEY'S ANNOUNCED plans to create a security zone 
alone its borders with Iraq inside Iraqi territory came under 
tire trom Ba>sani Emoush. a writer for Al Ra'i daily Monday. 
The idea, which is mainly advocated by Turkey's Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller and the military, is part and parcel of the 
American plots against Iraq and the .Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries. said the writer who is also member of the Islamic Action 
Front pum in parliament. Stress ins that Turkey’s security can- 
not he ensured at the expense of Iraq, the writer said that the 
idea of security zone would not help Turkey protect itself from 
the Kurdish rebels who seek their rights and freedom but 
w ould nnl> help increase American domination of Turkish 
policies and its hegemony over the Middle East. The Arab 
eouulrie-* v. hich have declared their opposition to the Turkish 
plans had earlier blessed steps taken b% Ankara to enhance 
relations with oilier Islamic countries, include trade deals 
agreed with Iran and the recent overtures to build closer ties 
with Baghdad, hut such plot concocted with the United States 
at die expense of Iraqi temtory is totally unacceptable, espe- ; 
cially as it is engineered under a government led by Prime 
Minister Neeme t tin Erbakan of the Islamic Welfare Party, 
continued the writer. 

A WRITER FOR Al Dustnur Monday called on the Arab 
countries still aligned behind the l’.S.-Briti.sh coalition against 
Iraq to promptly sever their links with these powers that aim 
at protecting their interests at the expense of the Arab Nation. 
The U.S.. Britain and Israel are the only parries benefiting 
from this coalition which docs not hide its objectives of 
destroying Ink], starv ine its people and maintaining American 
hegemony o\er the Arab region through acts of intimidation, 
said Taher Al Ad wan. .Arabs allied with the U.S„ Britain and 
Israel are gaining nothing except seeing their Iraqi kinsmen 
starving and their country exposed to fragmentation, contin- 
ued the writer. This coalition has transformed the Arab coun- 
tries into a training ground for the U.S. marines, enabled 
America to use Arab Linds as a platform to test its most 
sophisticated strategic weapons on Iraq, failed to solve the 
Arab- Israeli conflict and consolidated Israel's hold on the 
occupied .Arab territories in Palestine. Syria and Lebanon 
according to the writer. Above all. he said, this coalition 
helped the l'.S. and Britain to continually plunder Arab coun- 
tries oil wealth and drain their resources through arranging to 
sell these countries outdated weapons that can by no means 
shield the Arab Nation from any external accression. 
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The U.S., Iraq, historical ghosts 

and quality baloney 


Along with the high-tech missiles that it launched against 
Iraq fast week, the United States also subjected the world 
to an equally intense assault of old-fashioned lies, self- 
serving baloney, and transparent nonsense that are as 
counter-productive as they are laughable. Rarely in mod- 
em or ancient history have we witnessed such an epic com- 
bination of violence, arrogance, vindictiveness and intem- 
perance as we witnessed last week in the American actions 
against Iraq. 

The oddball explanations we heard from an otherwise 
impressive and distinguished array of American officials 
are patently unconvincing. Most offensive of all, perhaps, 
is the attempt by some Americans to brand you as pro-Iraq 
(“pro-Saddam”” in their words) if you criticise U.S. policy. 
I am not a fan of the Iraqi regime and would be very happy 
to see it change for something more humane and democra- 
tic, but I do not support such change happening at the 
hands of foreign intervention. 

As far as I could tell from media reports and reading U.S. 
government official transcripts, the following reasons 
compelled the US to attack Iraq last week: 

1. To ensure the security of oil supplies in the region. In 
fact, the American attacks probably made oil supplies less, 
not more secure, a') They nipped in the bud the implemen- 
tation of the agreement by which Iraq would have sold 
some 700.000 barrels of oil per day. which would have 
increased oil supplies and security and probably also low- 
ered prices, b) The American attacks have made it more 
likely that fighting will expand in the Kurdish regions and 
very likely will bring in Turkey and perhaps Iran, thereby 
increasing threats to the Iraqi oil pipeline to Turkey, c) 
There was no obvious threat to oil supplies to the world 
from the southern Iraq/northem Gulf region, unless the 
U.S. knew of threats chat nobody else recognised. 

2. To implement UN Security Council resolution 6S8: a) 
The U.S. interpretation of resolution 68S is a unilateral 
hijacking of the U.N. system that few other countries in the 
world agree with. Nowhere does resolution 68S call for the 
use of military power to enforce it. and nowhere in the 
U.N. system does it state that the U.S. can single-handed- 
ly decide if. when, and how to implement U.N. resolutions, 
b) If the implementation of U.N. resolutions is so impor- 
tant to orderly human civilisation, why does the U.S. per- 
sistently refuse to act with equal vigour to implement 
equally valid U.N. resolutions that call for Israel's uncon- 
ditional withdrawal ffom South Lebanon, or other U.N. 
resolutions that require Israel to stop its aggressive behav- 
iour against Arabs? 

3. The U.S. will protect its friends and allies and innocent 
civilians against the use of brutal force by the Iraqi gov- 
ernment. a) If the U.S. is against governments using undue 
force against their own people, then why is the U.S. gov- 
ernment not attacking Russia for its war in Chechenya or 
the governments of Tadjikistan or Myanmar for their bru- 
tality to tijeir own people? If human suffering is so trou- 
bling to the U.S. government, why does it do nothing about 
the destruction of some 2.500 Kurdish villages in Turkey 
or the stream of millions of refugees from southeast 
Turkey? We are tempted to conclude that the U.S. position 
is not against brutality and human suffering per se. but 
only against brutality and human suffering in carefully 
selected situations that coincide with American imperial 
interests. 


4. "Someone has to protect the Iraqi Kurds and iQ this 
case the United States has taken it upon itself to act - in 
our own interest — to do so." - U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nick Bums. September 3. If it was in the U.S. 
interest to protect Iraqi Kurds when the Iraqi government 
was killing them last week, why is it not in the U.S. inter- 
est to protect Iraqi Kurds this week when they are being 
killed by other Iraqi Kurds ? Does the U.S. national inter- 
est have a very short shelf life of less then five days in sit- 
uations like this ? Or do we conclude that killing Kurds is 
not itself the problem for the U.S.. but rather who does the 
killing? This is therefore not a political problem, but a 
more profound moral dilemma for the people of the United 
States that they might wish to ponder in between Pentagon 
briefings. 

5. The extension of the no-fly zone in the south of Iraq 
was necessary to safeguard the stability and security of the 
region and to prevent Iraq from considering new adven- 
tures against its neighbours. ‘This has changed the strate- 
gic situation, particularly in the southern part of Iraq.. 
Saddam...is strategically worse off than he was before 
these strikes began."’ — President Bill Clinton. Sept 4 
remarks in the Oval Office. a> This is high quality baloney 
masquerading as rationality. Iraqi planes were not flying in 
the south and threatened nobody, given the overwhelming 
power of U.S. forces in the Gulf region. Iraq was and is not 
in any position to threaten anyone in the south, and to 
claim otherwise is to engage in the politics of innocent hal- 
lucination. malicious imperialism, or squalid deceit, bl If 
the strategic situation has changed, it has changed for the 
worse for the United States, given the increased tension in 
the region, the expanding violence and entry of new for- 
eign forces in northern Iraq, the rising anti -American sen- 
timent throughout the region, and the increasingly uncom- 
fortable situation of Middle Eastern governments that gen- 
uinely desire to promote good, close relations with the 
U.S. c) The continuing containment and humiliation of 
Iraq are likely to strengthen Iran's position, give it new 
linkages with Kurds inside Iraq, and possibly boost pro- 
Iranian Islamist political movements throughout the region 
— all of which are contrary to U.S. strategic interests and 
worsen America's strategic situation in the Mideast, d) 
One could argue that Saudi Arabia is a greater threat to the 
LLS. than Iraq, because many more Americans have been 
killed by Saudis than by Iraqis in the last year; such anti- 
Americanism is fostered and fiielled by American policies 
such as those we witnessed last week. 

6. "This was an action that 1 thought we had to take, it 
was a measured, strong, appropriate action.. .We are pre- 
pared to change the strategic realities that Saddam Hussein 
faces if he violates the LLN. prohibitions on either threat- 
ening his neighbours or repressing his own people." — 
Bill Clinton. Sept. 4 remarks in the Oval Office. Wrong 
again. Bill. The American action wps intemperate, dispro- 
portionate,’ vindictive^ ineffective, : probably counter-pro- 
ductive. and wildly incoherent and ’Contradictory in terms 
of its intended impact’ vs its actual consequences. It cer- 
tainly has changed strategic realities, but in a manner that 
buns rather than promotes U.S. interests. Leaderships and 
regimes such as those of Jordan. Egypt. Saudi Arabia and 
others in the Mideast will find themselves caught in an 
increasingly uncomfortable and untenable contradiction 
between their need for American friendship and support 


and their people s rising anger against American double 
standards and diplomatic vulgarity in the region. A key les- 
son being learned anew by many in this region is that the 
narrow interests of imperial powers will always override 
the interests of local friends, partners and surrogates. The 
United States is acting in almost total disregard of the 
interests of its friends in this region, the medium-term sta- 
bility of the Middle East and its peoples, the integrity of 
the U.N. system, and the fundamental moral foundations 
of international law and the modern world system based on 
states and their sovereignty. 

The impact of Arab anger is hard to gauge or predict. 
Clearly, many Arabs this week are quietly assessing the 
cumulative meaning of the Linked States positions during 
the Israeli attacks in Lebanon this spring, on the Arab- 
Israeli peace process, and on the situation in Iraq. Most 
will conclude — again — that the United States is only 
interested in expanding its own and Israel's hegemony 
throughout the Middle East, and that Arab. Kurdish or 
other local interests have neither importance nor even 
validity. There will be long-term consequences to such 
embittered local linkages between recurring episodes that 
find Arabs and other Middle Easterners at the receiving 
end of American military, moral and diplomatic violence. 

Today, we can already identify growing scepticism with 
the Arab-Israeli peace process, for example, as one conse- 
quence of anti-American sentiment. Other consequences 
will assert themselves in forms that we cannot predict now. 
Bui Americans should remember: Just as they sought to 
cleanse themselves from the shame and ghosts of Vietnam 
some three decades after the facL so will human beings in 
the Middle East seek to rid themselves one day of the con- 
sequences of the steady stream of arrogance, violence, 
humiliation and dehumanisation that have been the hall- 
mark of many American actions in this region in recent 
years. The bombings of Americans in Saudi Arabia may be 
a sign of this process at work. 

An important question remains unanswered: Why is the 
United States acting with such sustained violence and ret- 
ribution against Iraq, which is contained, weakened and 
wallowing in the widespread misery and poverty of its 
people? Why is the Lin i ted States government acting so, 
well, so un-American? Americans individually do not dis- 
play the sort of frenzied lust for blood, suffering and vin- 
dictive dehumanisation and demon isation that their gov- 
ernment is inflicting upon the people, land, sovereignty, 
wealth and government of Iraq. All of the reasons given by 
the LLS. government for its policy in Iraq suffer grave 
untruths or inconsistencies. The ferocity displayed by 
Washington must be explained by something other than the 
fatuous absurdities and embarrassing murabo jumbo that 
we have heard from many American officials. 

Now that the longevity, whimsy and indiscriminately 
intensity of American violen.de iagainst Iraq are more evi-: 
dent, the court of world public opinion should judge' the 
actions of both Iraq and the U.S. The Chinese were right 
when they said during the Gulf war that this is a problem 
of a big hegemonist (the U.S.) vs a small hegemonist 
(Iraq). 

America vanquished its Vietnam syndrome in the Gulf 
war of 1991. What painful memory is Washington exorcis- 
ing now — the Alamo? 


Hitting Iraq doesn’t help anything but America’s ego a 
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By Flora Lewis 

PARIS — This is not just 
another action movie — bad 
guy oversteps, good guys 
pay bira off. The reticence of 
most allies who took pan in 
the Gulf war coalition in 
response to American strikes 
on Iraq reflects awareness 
that (he attacks don’t resolve 
anything. 

All the devilish complexi- 
ties of the regional situation 
remain, highlighting the fact 
that there is no coherent 
strategy for dealing with 
them — not only no joint 
approach surmounting 
diverse interests, but no 
American policy beyond the 
display of force. 

Nobody sympathises with 
Saddam Hussein, not even 
the French, who are pleased 
to have another occasion to 
show their vaunted “differ- 
ence." 

That is why. whatever the 
reservations and disap- 
proval. there has been no 
open denunciation of what 
has been clearly labelled 
America’s "unilateral” deci- 
sion. There is no wish to 
comfort Saddam, or to 
embolden him to feel that he 
can escape retribution. 

And there are sharply 
diverse interests. France, 
whose President Jacques 
Chirac launched a pro- 
gramme of arming Iraq 
when he was prime minister 
in the late 1970s, would like 
to retain what it considered 
its “privileged " commercial 
position. 

Turkey, which has suffered 
big economic losses from the 
embargo since the Gulf war. 
feels that it has lost a second 
time, now that the partial lift- 
ing under the United Nations 
oil- for- food agreement, 

which would have assured 
reopening the pipeline across 
its territory, is indefinitely 
postponed. 

The Arab states, always 
worried about popular reac- 
tion when another Arab land 


is hit by Western power, can 
expect an anti-Western back- 
lash from their publics, 
already distressed at the 
intense suffering of the Iraqi 
people under the embargo. It 
is Saddam's fault, but they 
don't think that his people 
should be punished in his 
place. 

While there is understand- 
ing that a big power must not 
show weak irresolution at an 
affront, the overwhelming 
conviction outside the 
United States is that the 
interest which Bill Clinton 
defended by attacking was 
more electoral than national. 

The American argument 
for "dual containment'* of 
Iraq and Iran has turned into 
a trap, thanks to the intrigues 
and mutual perfidy of 
Kurdish faction leaders. 
Critics of the policy thought 
it would push the neighbour- 
ing enemies to mutual sup- 
port as outcasts against the 
West. Instead it has caught 
the United States between 
the two. Hurting one side 
risks helping the other, so 
long as the Kurdish factions 
continue the old game of 
looking to “the enemy of my 
enemy as my friend.” 

The United States spon- 
sored a Kurdish coalition 
agreement at a meeting in 
Ireland, but it soon broke 
down. Both Iran and Iraq 
were invited by Kurds to 
intervene again on opposing 
sides, since neither faction 
felt that it could rely on U.S. 
help against its rival. 
Inevitably, the Kurds who 
think they are manipulating 
Baghdad or Tehran have 
again become pawns of the 
two states. 

That is an important reason 
why the United States chose 
installations in the south of 
Iraq as targets although it is 
in the north, where the 
pipeline runs, that Saddam's 
agents have reestablished 
control. 

TTie policy dilemma for the 
Linked States is severely 


complicated by the disrup- 
tive positions of Israel's 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Until he took power there 
was at least the prospect of 
Palestinian-lsraeli peace 
agreement broadening into 
wide regional economic 
cooperation that would con- 
tribute to stability, bring rec- 
onciliation and isolate the 
regimes of both Iran and 
Iraq. That could provide the 
fundamentals for an overar- 
ching strategy. 

That hope is receding. Mr. 
Netanyahu doesn't seem to 
have any regional policy, 
although he professes to 
respect the agreements 
signed by his predecessors. 
He is undermining the 
"peace process” step by step, 
and in the eves of friendly 
Arab leaders the United 
Slates is to be blamed 
because of its apparently 
unconditional support for 
Israel. 

The result is that, as in the 
much narrower dispute 
among Kurds, for the United 
States having to choose sides 
means losing something 
vital. 

Nor is overthrowing 
Saddam a serious policy. If it 
could be done, it does not 
assure any improvement 
except perhaps for the Iraqis 
themselves. So far Saddam 
has been remarkably lucky, 
and that luck can't hold for- 
ever. 

"Sending a message" to 
Saddam was a tactical move, 
perhaps unavoidable in the 
combination of political and 
geopolitical circumstances. 
But the need is urgent for a 
longer, better conceived 
strategy, and the Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations must be 
an essential element. 

Washington is tempted to 
reduce all this to simple 
good guy-bad guy rhetoric. 
But it’s not the real world, 
which is why America's 
partners are so reluctant to 
sign on — Herald Tribune. 


is bigger than Iraq 


By Thomas L. Friedman 

TEHRAN — You couldn't 
see or hear the cruise mis- 
siles smashing into Iraq from 
here in downtown Tehran, 
but you sure could feel the 
political fallout raining down 
on the region. 

It was both strange and fas- 
cinating to be sitting with 
Iranians at the Guidance 
Ministry and watching the 
reports of the U.S. bombing 
on one of the few television 
sets around town that (legal- 
ly) gets CNN. What was so 
striking was how confused 
the Iranians were in their ini- 
tial reactions. 

From some there was pity 
for the Muslim Iraqi people, 
or. as a secretary said to me: 
"Saddam is a mouse. Why 
do you bother with him?" 

From Iranian state radio 
came u remarkable commen- 
tary scolding America for not 
acting sooner to halt Iraq's 
offensive against pro-Iranian 
Kurds. 

And from some Iranian 
friends came private concern 
that Iran might be next in 
line for a dose of U.S. mis- 
siles. 

But the Iranians were hard- 
ly alone in their confusion. It 
is shared by the entire neigh- 
bourhood. Indeed, these lat- 
est bombings do more to 
reveal the mess in the Middle 
East than to resolve it. 

What they revealed first of 
all ore the glaring impulses 
that have been hampering 
U.S. policy since the end of 
the Gulf war in 1991, 
Washington wants Saddam 
out of power. But it doesn't 
want to risk any U.S. lives or 
press too hand on Iraq for his 
ouster, because it hurts the 
Iraqi people too much and 


might fracture the whole 
country. The result is a poli- 
cy of "containing" Saddam 
that is designed to squeeze 
him. but not too hard, and 
meanwhile hope that some 
“nice" Iraqis kiU him. 

Knowing, though, that if 
Saddam was left in power he 
might abuse the Kurdish 
minority in northern Iraq and 
the Shiite minority in south- 
ern Iraq. Washington set up 
“no-fly zones'* in both areas 
to limit military operations 
there. But this has created a 
de facto fragmentation of 
Iraq and power vacuums in 
both areas that locals seek to 
fill. 

In the north the Kurdish 
tribes scrambled for control. 
Given the intensity of their 
rivalries, it was inevitable 
that one of them would try to 
enlist Saddam's help. He was 
eager to agree, since it gave 
him a toehold back in the 
area, and that is what trig- 
gered the U.S. bombing. 

What the bombings also 
reveal is just how chaotic the 
situation with the Kurds has 
become in the U.S.-created 
power vacuum in nonhem 
Iraq. 

Actually, it's very simple 
the Kurdish Democratic 
Party (KDP) of Massoud 
Barzani says it sought help 
from Saddam because its 
rival, the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan fPUK). led by 
Jalal Talabani. was getting 
support from Iran. The PITK 
says it got involved with Iran 
only because the KDP was 
beating it with support from 
Turkey. 

The KDP entered into an 
alliance with the anti -Turkey 
Kurdish Labour Party l PKK) 
so it would have a stronger 
hand to fight the PUK. But 


that meant that the PKK, 
which is pro-Syria, was 
fighting alongside the KDP, 
which is pro-Iraq, against the 
PUK. which is both pro- 
Iranian and pro-U.S. 

That's the brawl the United 
States is crying to sort out. 

Finally, the bombings 
reveal the broader strategic 
morass in the Middle East 
today, which is by no means 
the fault of America. There 
aren’t three countries in the 
Middle East today aligned 
w ith one another. 

The core countries — 
Egypt. Saudi Arabia, Israel, 
Jordan. Syria and thej. 

Palestinians — are not in 
sync, and the periphery 
countries — Turkey, Iran, 
Iraq and the Gulf Arabs — 
are all pulling in different 
directions. 

Hie bottom line: The half- 
finished Gulf war and tbfc 
half-finished Arab-Israeli 
peace process and the half- 
baked U.S. containment 
policies for Iran and Iraq 
(containments that are 
rhetorically all-out war but 
operationally something far 
less) have failed to produce a 
new order in the Middlt 
East. 

Instead, they have con- 
tributed to a regional disor- 
der in which Washington 
does not have a united front 
to support its strategies or 
many partners to help man- 
age its contradictions. 

Bill Clinton chose the leasfc 
intrusive form of intervetF 
tion — cruise missiles — 1 ° 
try to stabilise this situation 
for at least a few more 
months. But make no mis- 
take, this saga is only half 
over — The New York 
Times. 
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Gunhild Sehlin — the teacher, 
the author, the relief worker 

By Ake Olauson 


GUNHILD SEHLIN has passed away. She 
was bom in VittsjO in 191 1. Her closest rel- 
ative is the adopted daughter Inser Bur- 
maji-Persson. 

Gunhild Sehlin was an educated elemen- 
tary school teacher and worked in VitisjO 
for more than 20 years. At the same- time 
she wrote a number of appreciated books 
for children. Some of them had motifs 
from her native district with its variable, at 
times violent, history', ‘ ‘S nappehanebor- 
gen" was published in 1 959 and was fol- 
lowed by “BrotroUen," “Pelle Snappha- 
nen” and “Har bor jag mitt i skogen ” Other 
books — “Marias lilla dsna”, “Hassan fly- 
ktingpojken" and “Asnan och bamet" 
where dominated by Biblical themes, 
which clearly depicted her warm devout- 
ness. Gunhild Sehlin also wrote a lot of 
short plays for children, some of which 
were taught at schools. 

As time passed by. Gunhild Sehlin had 
the chance to learn more about the coun- 
tries mentioned in the Bible. The Swedish 
Jerusalem Association offered her to work 
at “Den gode berdens skola” in Bethlehem 
at a time when it was part of Jordan. Mean- 
while. she had contacts with IM, Lndividu- 
ell Manniskohjalp. In the middle of the 
1960s IM planned activities for refugees in 
the Middle East. She was able to help the 
organisation by offering information on the 
conditions of refiigees,*and when IM in the 
autumn of 1996 began its activities in the 
Eastern part of Jerusalem, she became one 
of its first employees in the city. The pri- 
mary task was, ar a request by the Jordan- 
ian government, to help mentally retarded 
children and youth and educare nurses and 
teachers on providing care for the mentally 
retarded. A recentlv-built house was thus 
rented and the work started in the spring of 
1967. 

At the same time, political tension in the 
region was rising. The authorities advised 
the Swedes to go home — but Gunhild 
Sehlin and the other members of the staff 
stayed. The 1967 war started. The house, 
which was turned inio a children's home, 
was close to the border between Israel and 
Jordan and violent battles raged around 
them. A small boiler room in the basement 
was the place of refuge for Gunhild Sehlin 
along with about 10 other members of the 
staff and children during the critical days. 
When the Israelis occupied the West Bank, 
for some reason they declared Gunhild 
Sehlin not welcome and deported her. In 
“Uppdrag I Jerusalem" (1968) she lively 
described the atmosphere, people and situ- 
ations — and IM's work — in the Holy 
City. 


It was the Jordanian people, who had got 
the promise from IM regarding support for 
the mentally retarded, which made IM 
launch its activities in Amman. Gunhild 
Sehlin was called to lead this real pioneer- 
ing work. Again, a house was rented, in 
which children got training and care. A 
small special school was started. The activ- 
ity was hit by constant interruptions caused 
by political tension and constant hostilities, 
which culminated in the 1970 turmoil. 
Gunhild Sehlin did not listen to people 
advising her to go home because -she could 
not leave her wards and the newly-started 
work. Traffic, electricity, water — every- 
thing stopped working. When the water- 
tank was pierced by a bullet, Gunhild 
Sehlin fixed it with glue and modelling 
clay. After a while calm was restored and 
the work continued. 

It was shown that a greater contribution 
was necessary and IM built a modem 
building with a children's quarters, special 
school and sheltered workshop, something 
completely new in the Middle East and a 
. model which would be emulated. This new 
building about 10 kilometres outside 
Amman put G unhil d Sehlin 's administra- 
tive forces and capacity to negotiate a hard 
test. Cooperation with people in Jordan 
became further enhanced. During the fol- 
lowing years, a lot of Jor danian institutions 
for the handicapped emerged. “But", said a 
Jordanian authority in the nursing area on 
an visit at IM, “it was you who brought the 
light!" Gunhild Sehlin showed the greatest 
devotion for her task, won the Jordanian 
staff* s absolute confidence and really 
i understood the mentally retarded children's 
situation, needs and possibilities. The 
depth of her understanding of their world 
can conspicuously be manifested in the 
long row of suggestive descriptions, pic- 
tures and poems which she sent to IM's 
periodical. A collection of the poems was 
published 1986; the title was “En visa om 
gladje”. 

Gunhild Sehlin stayed in the Middle East 
longer than anybody else of IM's Swedish 
staff. Upon her departure in 1985. King 
Hussein, who often had shown his interest 
in the Swedish project, gave her a medal 
and honoured her as “our friend." 

When she was back in Sweden, she lived 
in Vittsjo. Her eyesight got worse and 
worse through the years, but she followed 
with great interest various developments in 
the world arena, and specially in the Mid- 
dle East. On the last day of her life, she had 
a visit from Amman and discussed the. 
future and possibilities for IM's activities 
there. The following night she had a bad 
cerebral haemorrhage and died after some 
hours. 


Sulaimaniyeh falls to Barzani 


(Continued from page 1) 

terrible vengeance of Sad- 
dam Hussein," it said. 

The KDP and Baghdad 
deny that Iraqi government 
were involved in the offen- 
sive. 

The United Nations said 
8,000 Kurds were heading 
for Iran Monday in scenes 
reminiscent of 1991 when 
hundreds of thousands of 
Kurds fled to the mountains 
as Baghdad crushed an 
uprising in Kurdistan, a 
PUK statement said. 

However. Iran said it 
would not accept any more 
Iraqi Kurdish refugees and 
Sulaimaniyeh residents said 
the border was closed. 

“The population fears 
repression by Iraqi forces," 
a PUK official in the city 
told AFP. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said: “In a climate of 
fear and anguish, thou- 
sands of women, children 
and elderly Kurds were 
seen as they were walking 
on foot across die moun- 
tainous regions of Iraqi 
Kurdistan towards the Iran- 
ian border.” 

The KDP said PUK resis- 
tance had "collapsed” on 
Sunday after it captured 


Koi Sanjaq, a town of some 
80.000 people on the road 
from Erbil to 
Sulaimaniyeh. 

On Monday one arm of 
the KDP advanced south 
from Koi Sanjaq to take 
Dukan, 60 kilometres from 
Sulaimaniyeh. while in a 
separate offensive its fight- 
ers moved north to capture 
Ranya.95 kilometres from 
Sulaimaniyeh. 

“After the advances of our 
troops on Sunday, resis- 
tance of the PUK has col- 
lapsed on most of the fronts 
and thousands of PUK 
Fighters have surrendered." 
it said. 

U.S. warships and war- 
planes fired 44 cruise mis- 
siles at military targets in 
southern Iraq on Tuesday 
and Wednesday after the 
fall of Erbil to punish 
Baghdad for sending 
troops into the Kurdish 
“safe haven" in northern 
Iraq set up after the 1991 
Gulf war. 

However, it is now 
expressing reluctance to 
become involved in what 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry described as 
a Kurdish “civil war." 

Mr. Talabani said in an 
interview with a Turkish 


newspaper Monday that 
bis group was the victim of 
a secret agreement drawn 
up by Iraq, the KDP and 
Turkey. 

Turkey “knew in advance 
that Iraqi troops would take 
Erbil," and assured Presi- 
dent Saddam that the Turk- 
ish air base of Incirlik 
would not be used as a 
launchpad for U.S. retalia- 
tory strikes, Mr. Talabani 
charged. 

Iraqi Kurdistan has been 
under the control of the two 
Kurdish groups in defiance 
of Baghdad since 1991. 
Their power-sharing 
arrangement broke down, 
with the PUK and KDP 
locked in battle for the last 
two years. 

Mr. Talabani meanwhile 
predicted that Mr. Barzani 
would come to regret his 
alliance with President Sad- 
dam after the fighting was 
finished. 

“In aligning with Bagh- 
dad, the KDP has mounted 
a tiger which will destroy 
us all." a PUK statement 
said. “Once Saddam con- 
trols Kurdistan, he will no 
longer need his Kurdish 
ally and will consume the 
KDP and what remains of 
the Kurdish people." 


Baghdad offers to keep PKK 


(Continued from page 11 
mencs or aircraft heading 
towards Iraq from the large mil- 
itary base at Diyarbakir in the 
southeast Anatolian region. 

The Egyptian news agency 
MENA reported, meanwhile, 
that Turkish President Suleyman 
Demirel. in a telephone conver- 
sation with his Egyptian coun- 
terpart Hosni Mubarak, had 
assured the Egyptian leader that 
Turkey “did not plan to station 
its troops in Iraq." 

Mrs. Ciller said, however, that 
Turkey is “faced with another 

fact — that the (inter-Kurdish) 

fiahting in northern Iraq has 
reactivated tire PKK. 

"The region is suffering from 
a vacuum of authority, she said. 
••We are determined to take 
whatever steps possible to 


ensure that the PKK does not 
kill innocent citizens." 

On Sunday, Mrs. Ciller said 
the security zone would involve 
the installation of a sophisticat- 
ed electronic system along the 
330-kilometre mountainous 
border and that preparations 
were complete. “It is not a ques- 
tion of occupying the north of 
Iraq through military action," 
she stressed. 

She said Monday thar 
Turkey’s plan to create the 
“buffer zone" should not be seen 
as "aggression" towards Bagh- 
dad and that .Ankara was in con- 
stant touch with the Iraqi author- 
ities, Arab states and the United 
States about the project. 

She said Arab diplomats post- 
ed here would be invited to the 
foreign ministry in the next few 


days to listen to Turkey's expla- 
nation for creating the zone. 

The Turkish plan has come 
under fire from a number of 
countries, including Egypt, Iran, 
Iraq and Syria, but has received 
the support of Britain and the 
United States. 

Iraq said earlier Monday it 
was trying to persuade Turkey 
against the move. “We are still 
continuing our contacts with the 
Turkish government to try to 
convince them not to make this 
blunder against Iraq,” said 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz. 

“Our position is limited to 
political resistance to this unjus- 
tified step," Mr. Aziz told the 
French television channel TF1. 
“Such a step will not solve the 
problem." 


Nations line up for ‘dry canal’ sweepstakes 


By Dan Trotta 
Reuter 

MEXICO CITY — The 
Panama Canal has served 
east-west shipping through 
the Americas for more than 
80 years, but now a grow- 
ing list of other countries 
from the region want in on 
the act. 

Four countries — Mexi- 
co, Colombia. Honduras 
and Nicaragua — all say 
they have plans to compete 
alongside the historic Pana- 
ma Canal, each jockeying 
to be first or risk losing om 
on the potentially lucrative 
sweepstakes. 

The Panama Canal has 
□eared its capacity, some- 
times backing up for days, 
if not weeks, during main- 
tenance, at a time when 
east-west container ship 
traffic is growing at a rate 
of between five and eight 
per cent a year. 

What’s more, the export- 
oriented “Asian Tiger" 
economies of the Far East 
are now building container 
vessels so big that they do 
not fit in the Panama 
Canal's narrow locks. 

Instead of digging another 
canal — a costly proposi- 
tion evoking memories of 
workers stricken with yel- 
low fever toiling and dying 
in ghastly conditions — 
three of the countries pro- 
pose building a “dry canal." 

The idea is to link 
Atlantic and Pacific deep- 
water pons with a high- 
speed rail line shuttling 
containers across the mid- 
dle American isthmus. 

Only Colombia is talking 
about a Panama-style 


waterway, but because of 
costs and environmental 
damage it is also consider- 
ing an imeroceanic road 
and railway. . 

Officials at the U.S. gov- 
ernment's Panama Canal 
Commission roll their eyes 
with bemused exasperation, 
writing off the proposals as 
so much “pie in the sky." 

Still, analysts say market 
demand for a second canal 
is real and that one of the 
proposals might just fly. 

“First you take a look at 


world economic growth, 
and then you have to figure 
shipping usually 1 grows at a 
brisker pace," Jack Deino. a 
transportation equities 
strategist for the Inverlat 
financial group in New 
York, told Reuters. 
“There’s a lot of emphasis 
on exports and free trade 
right now." 

World output grew by 3.5 
per cent in 1995 and is pro- 
jected at 4.3 per cent in 
1997, according to the 
International . Monetary 
Fund. 

Moreover, backers of the 
idea say a dry canal in Cen- 
tral America would provide 
a faster route than the Suez 
Canal for ships travelling 
between Asia and northern 


Europe. 

“This idea is very old,” 
Manfred Rucker, a shipping 
consultant based in Mexico 
City, told Reuters? “I knew 
of one project in Nicaragua 
when I was there in 1962. 
Then there was another one 
in Costa Rica with Japanese 
investment. Then about 
1975 or so there was the 
project in Mexico." 

Former Mexican Presi- 
dent Jose Lopez Portillo, in 
power from 1976 to 1982, 
planned a dry canal to 


siphon business from the 
Panama Canal. Rail track 
was laid across the Tehuan- 
tepec isthmus between the 
Gulf of Mexico and Pacific 
Ocean ports, but the project 
never took off. 

“They sat there and wait- 
ed for people to come. They 
□ever did and they never 
will," Richard Wainio, plan- 
ning director with the Pana- 
ma Canal Commission, told 
Reuters. “It’s a pie-in-the- 
sky idea that everyone has 
rejected." 

Not Mexico. Transport 
Minister Carlos Ruiz Sac- 
ristan said last month that 
the government wants to 
rehabilitate the two existing 
ports and the rail line and 
privatise them, but admitted 


the proposal is expensive 
and far off. 

The most advanced pro- 
posal on the books comes 
from Nicaragua, where a 
group of heavyweight 
international engineering 
and construction firms 
expects government 

approval to start feasibility 
studies this month. 

The $1.4 billion project, 
to be financed privately by 
a multi-national consor- 
tium, . would allow 
Nicaragua to fulfil its per- 


ceived historic destiny as a 
canal site and finally make 
real the erstwhile dreams of 
Spanish * kings and big- 
stick-carrying Americans. 
Nicaragua narrowly lost out 
to Panama as the U.S. gov- 
ernment's chosen location 
for the original canal. 

If plans hold, construction 
would start by 1998. 

‘They’re talking and 
we’re doing. That’s'foe dif- 
ference" said New York- 
based Don M. Bosco. 
leader of the Canal Inrero- 
ceanico de Nicaragua 
(CINN) consortium, refer- 
ring to competing propos- 
als. “Once we get started, 
we’ll knock the others out 
of the box." 

Thomas Eider of the New 


Orleans-based Trans- World 
Traders consulting firm 
begs to differ. 

"I think I have the most 
well-thought-out proposal 
at the moment.” Elder told 
Reuters. “I have looked into 
it to the point that if you’re 
going to build a dry canal 
somewhere, it won’t be as 
feasible as one- in Hon- 
duras." 

Environmental damage 
would be limited because 
the route already is defor- 
ested. and the port sites are 
ideal, he said. The Hon- 
duran government is keen 
to promote the project. 

Critics of the notion say a 
dry canal effectively exists 
in the United States, where 
cargo taken by truck or 
train across the North 
American continent 

Bosco 's Nicaragua group 
said the port authority of 
New York and New Jersey 
has lost half of its Asian 
business to the U.S. land 
bridge, but rhey also claim 
their dry canal could, over 
time, return about 30 per 
cent of the lost traffic. They 
see the United States, not 
Panama, as the main com- 
petition. 

Panama Canal Commis- 
sion officials call the pro- 
posals expensive and 
redundant noting that they 
plan to invest some $3 bil- 
lion from 1997 to 2005 in 
capital improvements. They 
plan, for example, to widen 
the Gaillard cut the nar- 
rowest point in the 83-kilo- 
metre canal, to allow two- 
way traffic. 


Backers say a dry canal in Central Amer- 
ica would provide a faster route than the 
Suez Canal for ships travelling between 
Asia and northern Europe 
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High-tech Singapore slows down to deal with ghosts 


By Vijay Josh! > 

Associated Press 

i 

SINGAPORE — Smb your 
toe? Crash your car? Run 
out of kitchen gas? Blame 
it on hiirig^ ghosts. * 

The spirits have been let 
out of hell, and Singapore’s 
ethnic Chinese are waiy of 
upsetting them during the 
month-long Hungry Ghost 
Festival. 

According to traditional 
beliefs, ghosts roam the 
Earth during the seventh 
month of the lunar year and 
visit the homes of their rel- 
atives. 

But those who died with- 
out descendants — or who 
were ignored by their kin 
while alive — wander the 


streets, envious and hungry, 
looking for mischief until 
Sept. 12. when they must 
return before the gates of 
hell close. 

Last week, Chow Kim 
' Yien had just lit incense 
sticks in a prayer to his 
ancestors when he heard 
loud crashes outside his 
second-story apartment. 

• Mr. Chow looked out the 
window and saw that his 
parked car had been hit by 
another car, and that a third 
vehicle had slammed into 
the two. 

"The moment I saw the 
crash, I said to myself, * — it 
must be the work of the 
hungry ghosts,’" said Mr. 
Chow, an electronics tech- 
nician. 


To appease the hungry 
spirits, the Chinese step up 
prayers. Giant, colourful 
joss sticks in the shape of 
dragons are burned on side- 
walks all over Singapore, 
where three-quarters of its 
3.3 million residents are 
ethnic Chinese. 

They bum mock currency 
and miniature paper televi- 
sion sets, mobile phones 
and furniture as offerings to 
the ancestors for their use 
in the other world. 

At auctions near the end 
of the festival, rich singa- 
poreans bid for “black 
gold," pieces of charcoal 
believed to bring luck and 
prosperity. Some coal 
nuggets fetch as much as 
$13,000. 


Every night, neighbour- 
hoods reverberate with the 
shrill and amplified sounds 
of Chinese operas and pop 
concerts held under red- 
striped tents in brightly lit 
parks to entertain the dead. 

The shows are accompa- 
nied by lavish feasts of 
grilled pork, broiled chick- 
en, rice and fruit. 

People appease the 
ghosts in hopes that the 
spirits will help them with 
jobs, school exams or even 
the lottery. 

On the 15th day of the 
month — the most auspi- 
cious day of all — families 
offer cooked food to the 
spirits. On that day this 
year — Aug. 28 — so 
many households were 


cooking food that the city’s 
piped gas supply broke 
down in eight neighbour- 
hoods. Supplier powergas 
blamed an 11 per cent 
increase in demand and a 
malfunction at the gas 
plant. 

As a result, ghosts in 
many households remained 
unfed. 

But the Taoist mission 
told the public not to be 
alarmed. 

"In this case, something 
unexpected happened,” 
said the mission's general 
secretary, Lee Choon Huat. 

"So if the food was not 
ready, it doesn’t matter, as 
long as (people) were sin- 
cere about repenting and 
asking for forgiveness." 


Kabariti: Jordan is on threshold 


(Continued from page 1) 

vices as well as health cen- 
tres services will be duly 
discussed with the con- 
cerned ministers in order to 
take decisions. 

Meanwhile, Amman first 
district Deputy Abdul Aziz 
Jaber issued a statement 
assailing the government 
and calling for its immedi- 
ate resignation. 

Mr. Jaber, a member of 
the Islamic Action Front, 
reiterated the opposition’s 
views that the government 
was responsible for the 
riots that enipted in Karak 


(Continued from page 1} 

Clinton and with Defence Sec- 
retary William- Perry before 
travelling to New York to meet 
American Jewish groups on 
Tuesday. “We'll discuss both 
with the secretary (of slate I and 

the president the ongoing talks 
with the Palestinians and hope- 
fully what will be a resumption 
of talks with Syria," Mr. 
Netanyahu said at the outset of 
his meeting with Mr. Christo- 
pher. Mr. Christopher said over 
the weekend that Washington is 
seeking “concrete steps” from 
Israel that will ensure peace 
gains made with the Palestini- 
ans are not lost. At the meeting 
with Mr. Christopher. Mr. 
Netanyahu declined to com- 
ment on whether he would 
insist that Israeli steps be 
marched by reciprocal mea- 
sures on the Palestinian side. 
Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy told reporters in London 
Sunday following talks with 
Mr. Christopher that his govern- 
ment was committed to the 
Israeli-Palesunian accords “on 


Aug. 16, contending that 
the arrests which followed 
the riots were unjustified. 

The Islamist lawmaker 
also attacked the govern- 
ment for what he described 
as its bypassing of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
and “insulting" one of its 
members, Karak Deputy 
Nazih Ammari n, who had 
said that the premier threat- 
ened him by phone during 
the Karak riots and has thus 
far rejected to reconciliate 
with Mr. Kabariti and is 
demanding a public apolo- 
gy- 

Mr. Jaber, whose former 


the basis of reciprocity.” 

The Netanyahu visit to Wash-, 
ingion was to build on the 
recent momentum for improved 
Israeli-Palestinian ties that led 
to the resumption in Jericho on 
Monday of negotiations on 
implementing the 1995 Pales- 
tinian self-rule agreement. 

Mr. Netanyahu also has sought 
to kick-start negotiations with 
Syria on the basis of a proposal 
for an Israeli withdrawal from 
-Lebanon. 

Bui Syria has balked at the idea 
and has reiterated its key 
demand that the Golan Heights 
be rerumed 

The United States has recently 
stepped up its efforts to try to 
broker a resumption of Israeli- 
Syrian talks but the latest envoy 
to Damascus, U.S. Senator 
Aden Specter, last week said 
the two sides were not ready to 
resume negotiations. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he would 
speak by phone with Republi- 
can presidential candidate Bob 
Dole who was campaigning 
Monday in die southern state of 
Louisiana. 


colleague in the Islamic 
Action Front. Theeb Abdul- 
la, received Mr. Kabariti in 
Hashemi, called for the for- 
mation of a national unity 
government to replace the 
Kabariti cabinet, which, he 
charged, had not delivered 
on its promises to fight cor- 
ruption. 

Mr. Abdullah had to 

leave the IAF after he 

broke ranks with them and 
gave a vote of confidence to 
the Kabariti government 
against the consensus of the 
IAF parliamentary bloc 
early this year. 

Berri: 

Coalition won 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Saad obtained 120.000 
votes. 

The Amal leader said the 
coalition candidates aver- 
aged around 130.000 votes 
while he himself secured at 
least 160.000 votes. 

The coalition imposed by 
Syria, which has 35.000 
troops in Lebanon, allowed 
Hizbollah to choose four can- 
didates while Amal named the 
remaining 17 from its own 
members and other pro-Syrian 
Muslim and Christian figures. 

Mr. Beni called on the vot- 
ers to respect die coalition in 
the fifth and final round of 
voting to be held on Sunday 
in the eastern Bekaa Valley. 

The 48.2 per cent rumour in 
Shiite-dominanted South 
Lebanon was the highest in 
the country so far, surpassing 
Mount Lebanon's 45 per cent 
tumour, northern Lebanon's 
40 per cent and Beirut's 31 
percent. 


Netanyahu opens talks in U.S. 


Jordan regrets Iranian move 


(Continued from page 1) 

with Iran “acting from a 
stand of its keenness to pre- 
serve the strongest possible 
ties with foe Arab and 
Islamic nations." 

Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb 
expressed regret over the 
Iranian decision and said in 
a statement that trade links 
normally are based on 
mutual interests, stressing 
that Jordan has always 
sought strong trade rela- 
tions with friendly nations 
based on mutual respect. 


Referring to foe visit of 
the I ranian minister of 
industry to Jordan in June 
1995, Mr. Abul Ragheb 
said it was in harmony with 
Jordan's orientations and 
was crowned with foe ini- 
tialling of the trade agree- 
ment in question. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said 
that Iran's criticism of Jor- 
dan's political and national 
decisions “are all unjusti- 
fied and unacceptable." Jor- 
dan will remain keen on 
promoting its ties with the 
Islamic Republic of Iran at 
all levels, he added. 


Israel and PLO resume negotiations 


(Con turned from page 1) 

cussed for the pullback, 
which is more than five 
months behind schedule. 

'There are a number of 
issues which have to be 
finalised before we agree 
on Hebron," he said. 

He said foe two sides had 
agreed to invite Australia, 
Denmark, Italy, Sweden 
and Turkey to contribute 
monitors to an international 
observer force in Hebron, 
where a small Norwegian 
team is currently patrolling 
areas where Jews and Pales- 
tinians are in daily contact 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Defence Minister Ynzhak 
Mordechai are scheduled to 
meet Jarer this week for 
further talks on Hebron. 

Israeli spokesman Moshe 
Fogel said there was an 
• “understanding on both 

sides (Monday) that certain 
modifications have to be 
made on the Hebron rede- 


ployment, because of foe 
necessary security alter- 
ations that have to be 
made." 

But Palestinian negotiator 
Hassan Asfour insisted “this 
is not true.” 

The resumption of full 
political negotiations was 
decided last week at foe 
first meeting between Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat, 
foe PLO 

chairman and elected 
president of the Palestinian 
National Authority. 

Mr. Erakat said following 
Monday’s inaugural meet- 
ing that separate commit- 
tees on civilian, economic 
and security matters would 
continue the discussions 
"on a parallel level.” 

Israeli officials said Mon- 
day they did not expect foe 
meeting to yield much more 
than an agenda for future 
talks. The steering commit- 
tee used to meet about once 
a month before foe May 
elections. 
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Government pays JD $8.58 million in 
salaries to 464,449 citizens each month 


This is the first of a three-part article focusing on the 
size of Jordan's government, semi-government and 
government-affiliated institutions and the heavy 
financial burden that the Kingdom shoulders from 
such a bloated sector 

By Samir Ghawi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Each month, the government pays JD 
88.58 million in salaries to 464.449 civil and military 
personnel including the retired and those working at 
independent public institutions, state universities and 
other entities such as the Social Security Corporation 
and the Central Bank of Jordan. 

According to a fresh study prepared by the Depart- 
ment of the^ Budget (DoB) two months ago. the state's 
annual salary payments amount to JD 1.063 million, 
most of which go to civil -servants and military per- 
sonnel. 

Both categories, the study said, employ 284,106 per- 
sons who are paid JD 652 million per year with the 
civil service alone accounting for JD 333 million and 
benefiting 134.106 employees. 

Retired personnel from both the civil service and the 
military take JD 189 million per year, or an average of 
JD 1,650 annually for each person when the amount is 
divided by the total number of 114,449 retired per- 
sons. Per month, the salary would be an average of 
about JD 140. 

Those working in 26 independent public institutions 
get JD SI million per year in salaries from the Trea- 


sury, the study Said. Employing 31.211 persons, the 
salary category represents nearly 25 per cent of the JD 

341.6 million recurrent spending of these institutions 
which include the Investment Promotion Corporation, 
the Employment and Development Fund, the 
Telecommunications Corporation, the Specifications 
and Standardisation Corporation, the Telecommunica- 
tion Regulatory Commission, in addition to another 
20 institutions. 

Other entities which depend on the government to 
pay the salaries of their employees numbering 24,998. 
take JD 76 million from the Treasury each year. In 
addition Lo the two, mentioned earlier, they include 
the Amman Financial Market, the Agricultural Credit 
Corporation, the Royal Scientific Society, Royal Jor- 
danian, the Municipality of Greater Amman, the 
Industrial Estates Corporation and the municipalities 
and villages councils. Combined they are 15 entities. 

The remaining five state universities employ 9,685 
persons who account for JD 65 million of the JD 
1.063.000 million overall total that the government 
pays in salaries. 

If looked at from a percentage perspective, thd study 
. reveals that the wages of the civil servants, military 
personnel and retired persons account for 64 per cent 
of the recurrent spending JD 84i million out of JD 

1.304.6 million. For each of the three categories the 
percentages are 25.5, 24.5 and 14.5 respectively for a 
total of 64.5 per cent. 

The salaries of those employed in the universities 
account for 69 per cent of their JD 94.2 total for 
recurrent spending. 


Expert says Jordan’s 
- telecommunication 
opportunity is privatisation 


HOROSCOPE .,4't - Stt - 
FORECAST FOR p 

TUESDAY SEPTEBER ‘ , , n , f ii p-‘ 
10, 19% |^ ir - 

By Thomas S. Pierson, -- ‘ | 
Astrologer, Carroll . 

Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 [ 0 . .. 

April 19) Before y OU . 

make investments today 
study them well so you • 
don't make any financial 
mistakes which could be ’ ■- ' 

costly. An advisor is not 
on the right track later this ■ 

evening, so be careful ' 

with is said and "take it V * * 
with a grain of salL r . . 

TAURUS: (April 20 t 0 ■ 

May 21 (Don't be forceful ' 

with others today to gain ■ 

your own way or you 

could find difficulty" in 

dealing with them. Try to 

be only with proven fel- 

low associates socially 

and you will discover you 

can be successful by their - . 

presence. - V . . . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to ^ 

June 21 ) Keep your frus- 
(rations to yourself today 
or others you come in con- ■' t ' ' . 
tact with could resent your . 

airing them. Be kind to ' 

your mate later this ^ 

evening by showing more 
affection to him or her and ' 
this will be well received. 

MOON CHILDREN: ,'V,: 

(Ju-ne 22 to July 21) You r • 

feel that today a close 

friend is working against 

your interests so keep a 

weary eye on information 

you have obtained. A ...- - 

more aboveboard attitude 

later this evening could 

get results for your sue- 

cess. . * . * , , 

LEO: (July 22 to August yfllSl d 

21) Try not to irritate 

today one who can be of 

assistance to you on your *[){)$ [$ 

career activities. Take no w 

risks where credit matter , * 

are concerned or you can inp jp [J 

find yourself in financial " 

difficulty. Creativity is 

high for you to succeed. nt-ru i 1 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Wj-'Ul 

September 22) You are 

eager today to make 

changes and get into new ' r , ~ 

career activities, however 

■ this is not the right time :j: - : 

'l J for such. Later "this ;:r ' 

■ Evening you can make " 

tremendous headway by - 
seeking a knowledgeable 
person for assistance on " ' 
tasks. -? - 

LIBRA: (September 23 to : -*■■■' ' 
October 22 ) Try not to dis- •••- ■< ' - ' 
agree today with someone - 

in business because you 

feel you are being cheated t • 
since you may be the one g .-r.\- ■ 

in error, so you should ■ 

verity all of your steps for 
a new project. Later this - • 

evening consult with a -;::n 

bigwig. .-_n 

SCORPIO: (October 23 •' =, . 

to November 21) Be tact- : •. 

fill today with someone 
who is persistent as you k . j . 
concerning some matter j ^ . 

and don't become too V 

high-handed. Later this In " . 

evening you compromise 
for good results on new ^ ., r _' 
career activities which are ■ rC. rrrtjr / ^ 
important. jr,,/ “\\- 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- i-,' 
mber 22 to December 21) ^ 

Be careful today in han- 
dling any career activities - — 

you have to do and avoid 

damage to your reputation — 

through the mistake of 
others. The evening can be r 

very pleasant for your J Q 

loved ones if you are — _ 

patiem. ~~~~ 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 

Don’t be forceful with/* 1 
your friends today in order* 5 * 1 
to go out together to have 1 “ 

a good time. Later this 
evening can be successful 
if you consult with a jggffyw 

knowledgeable person 
who can provide you with FOR Dei. 
suggestions on complet- r| ^i' 

ing your tasks. apsrr 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 sec-n. 

lo February 19) Try to jj* 1 - 
have more harmony at ;r, ^ 

home today and remove 
the cause of friction which ’’ 

could be present Be more *1 Real E 
considerate of others later : “lOSQg . 
this evening and you can ;\ fan? 

gain their support for your j 

career activities. V ^ — 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Be most care- 
ful in communications of 
any sort today so that 
there won’t be any misun- j p 
derstanding when there 
are critical procedures. : ^ & r- . < 
Later this evening you czn0 i 
prevent any disagree* i? v 

merits which could prove 1Q A.i^ r 1 

costly. U l , 


Problems aplenty for Japan, says EPA 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
economy faces a number of 
problems that can only be 
dealt with through deregula- 
tion and reform, the Eco- 
nomic Planning Agency 
(EPA) has said. 

In its annual white paper 
on the economy, entitled 
Economic Survey of Japan, 
the agency cast back over 
what went wrong over the 
past four years to yield virtu- 
ally no growth. 

U said growth in real 
income had been limited by 
the slow development of the 
labour market, but disinfla- 
tion, low interest rates and 
sluggish asset prices had not 
had a big negative impact on 
the economy. 

“The recovery of real 
income through improving 
employment will therefore 
contribute most to the recov- 
ery of consumption,” it fore- 
cast 

But it said there were no 
signs of strong recovery in 
plant and equipment invest- 
ment, which has held back 
since the collapse of the 
speculative “bubble econo- 
my” at the end of the 1980s. 

Excess capital stock built 
up in the heady years of the 
bubble economy led to an 


adjustment of equipment 
investment, which has been 
prolonged due to inefficient 
investment during the peri- 
od. it said. 

The yen’s appreciation 
played a role in decreasing 
capital stock for production 
through a decrease in 
exports and an increase in 
imports, though the invest- 
ment environment has 
improved since the yen’s 
reversal in the middle of last 
year, it said — from around 
SO to the dollar to around 
108. 

Equipment investment by 
non-manufacturers was 
affected by die drop in asset 
prices, particularly land, 
after the bursting of die bub- 
ble. ! . 

Akira Sadahro, a- research 
director at the EPA. said: 
“There has been a stagnation 
of capital investment, but the 
investment climate has grad- 
ually improved on rectifica- 
tion of the yen." 

Another problem was 
unemployment — now at an 
historic high of 3.5 per cent, 
low by Western standards but 
uncomfortable in a society 
used to near-full employ- 
ment and a job for life. 

The EPA said there had 


been a “drastic shift” from 
self-employed workers and 
family businesses to 
employees, particularly in 
wholesale and retail sectors. 

“The main causes behind 
this change are the recent 
distribution revolution and 
the change of environment 
due to increased 
international competition,” it 
said “Employment in the 
service sector has especially 
increased." 

The EPA noted demand for 
employees with special 
knowledge or skills “is rela- 
tively strong in an environ- 
ment of relatively weak eco- 
nomic recovery." 

“Changing demand in 
occupations means that 
companies .are tending to. 
actively utilise highly skilled 1 
workes from outside,” it 
said. 

A symptom of the existing 
labour structure, including a 
“mismatch of skills,” has 
been that rising unemploy- 
ment among the young and 
old. 

Whereas in the past few 
years the government has 
injected hundreds of billions 
of dollars to stimulate 
growth, that option had now 
expired. 


THE Daily Crossword by Avery P. Bromfield 


ACROSS 

1 Son of Noah 

5 Legislate 

10 Party nosh 

14 Party giver 

15 “Robinson 
Crusoe" author 

16 On — with 
(equal to) 

17 Astronaut/ 
cosmonaut turf 

19 Tattered 

20 Strong effort 

21 Impart fragrance 
to 

23 Iron will? 

25 Turner and 
Louise 

26 Unrefined 

28 Bridge position 

31 Explosive letters 

32 Show excessive 
love 

33 Infinite 

36 Novel by 13D 

41 Certain bird 

42 Little — 

(Dickens 

heroine) 

43 Newhart 

46 Karate prize 

47 Equally' 

49 Tropical pa)m 

51 Fairytale 
monster 

53 See 13D 

56 Observed 

59 Stravinsky ballet 

60 That can be told 

62 Sound of 
distress 

63 Copywriter 

64 Silent one 

65 Magnani or 
Moffo 

66 Inventor Nikola 

67 Wriggly 

DOWN 

1 Like tame 
horses 

2 Time period 

3 Approximate 
calculation 

4 Earth’s highest 
peak 

5 Copy chiefs: 
abbr. 


i 2 3 4 


5 6 7 8 9 


110 |11 1 12 113 


[28 [29 130 


738 1 39 1 40 


1 43 1 44 1 45 
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6 Katmandu’s 
land 

7 Novel by 1 3D 

8 Tropical tree 

9 Swarm 

10 Page of song 

11 Stretch — 

(make an 
exception) 

12 Jungle hero 

13 US novelist (with 
53A) 

18 Soaks 

22 Perfume 

24 — weenie 

26 Chicago 
summer time: 
abbr. 

27 Partner of aah 

29 Gaelic 

30 Sound sleeper 

34 Extravagant 

35 Typewriter 
feature 

37 Of the city 

38 Rational 

39 Building wing 

40 Caoev 


H mUU □□□□ QQQH 
OISKSQ QHQBl 
■□BEH9C3QC1 □□□□[ 
_□□□□ □□QUQGI 

ffnoa □□□□oqq 9 

BEHIB □□QCJQUUij! 
■oona □□□□□ □□□□! 
BptJCQQQQ HEJQDI 

QQQQQQQ n iilFlHj 

EK90BE3 □□□□ ■ 

EQK3QQQ □□□□ uuul 

nano 

□□□□ □□□□ □□□□□! 
Eqqq LHQG iB □aancjl 


43 — Islands 

44 Salem's state 

45 Lament 
48 Waistcoat 
50 Character in 

“Julius Caesar* 
52 Circular 


54 Pesky insect 

55 Move diligently 
forward 

57 Israeli airline 

58 Paper size 
61 Collection of 

anecdotes 


“A continued budget 
deficit at the present level 
will suppress capital acculu- 
mulation and hinder poten- 
tial economic growth,” the 
report said. 

“A too large debt may 
undermine market confi- 
dence in the ability to repay 
iL In fact, if the budget 
deficit continues at its pre- 
sent level, the possibility that 
outstanding government 
debt will exceed GDP is 
quite high,” it added. 

Indeed, Japan will owe at 
the end of March next year 
in outstanding bonds some 
240 trillion yen (S2.22 tril- 
lion ). the worst in the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and : Develop- 
ment (OECD). ‘ 


By Christina Schlegl 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The chance* 
for Jordan to catch up with 
the international trend to 
liberalise the telecommuni- 
cation market and to profit 
from its tremendous impact 
it has on a country's eco- 
nomic situation lies in the 
creation of a competitive 
framework. 

This was emphsised by 
Carmine Taglialatela Jr., 
director of International 
public policy at MCI 
International in his presen- 
tation Monday and accept- 
ed as the seminar's tenor. 

The final day of the 
workshop on international 
telecommunications oppor- 
tunities in Jordan was dedi- 
cated to familiarise the par- 
ticipants with the advan- 
tages of deregulation and 
privatisation demonstrated 
on the'ease of Jordan. 

Referring to the speech of 
the minister of post and 
telecommunications on 
Saturday, Mr. Taglialatela 
said that be shared the min- 
ister's vision of setting up a 
well-developed, modem 
and reliable telecommuni- 
cations sector which he 
considered it to be a key 
contributor to the country's 
growing economy . 

“This is a significant 
vision.” he said, “and Jor- 
dan already took essential 
steps to realise it. like the 
recent implementation of 
the new telecommunica- 
tion law in 1995 which pro- 
vided the legal basis of the 
separation of the regulato- 
ry, policy and service pro- 
visions, previously carried 
out by the government and 
the setting-up of an inde- 
pendent Telecommunica- 
tions Regulatory Commis- 
sion (TRC). with the ‘ 
responsibility for imple- 


menting policy and regu- 
lating the sector." 

During the ' three-day 
workshop which was 
meant as a guideline to the 
Jordanian government, the 
organisers sought the 
expert's advice and help to 
smooth and quicken the 
transformation process and 
thus liberalise die Jordan- 
ian telecommunication 
market. 

Referring to the minis- 
ter's hope for a productive 
partnership between Jordan 
and its international busi- 
ness partner . which should 
result in a win-win rela- 
tionship, Mr. Taglialatela 
emphasised the three C- 
winners which are connect- 
ed to privatisation: The 
customers, the country 
itself and the carriers. 

“By 1998,” he stated, 
“most European countries 
are expected to have 
Opened their domestic and 
international markets to 
competition and competi- 
tion in long distance calls 
is a big money winner." 

The American market 
today earns $5 billion a 
year and is expected to 
increase its income up to 
$10-$ 1 8 billion by the year 
2000. 

Mexico.which just op- 
ened its market last month 
is witnessing a growth rate 
of up to 300 per cent. 

The lecturer explained 
the steps that Jordan has to 
keep in mind on its way 
towards the opening of its 
market and the motivation 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour onlnary words. 


YUNTT 


to liberalise the sector. 

He highlighted the eco- 
nomic development factor 
which gives an incentive 
for new investments as 
being the first priority. 

On” the customers side, he 
indicated that there is the 
extension of social bene- 
fits. the access to new tech- 
nologies and the provision 
of the consumers with 
choices. 

In order to achieve those 
aims. Mr. Taglialatela 
stressed the need for a 
strong regulatory environ- 
mentto succeed in restruc- 
turing rhe market. 

According to the presen- 
tation. this regulatory 
authority has to ensure the 
independence from the 
government and any other 
institution, the transparen- 
cy to guarantee the com- 
petitors equality, the objec- 
tivity which provides bud- 
get security and experi- 
enced staff and the adapt- 
ability to secure flexibility 
within a stable framework 
in order to handle dynamic 
changes that require cre- 
ative regulatory response. 

The options given by 
MCI to restructure the Jor- 
dan market are either the 
open enny system, which 
prevents the competitors 
from being prejudged but 
which will cause inefficient 
allocation of capital at the 
same time, or the limited 
entry system which favours 

(Continued on page 9) 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Arglrton 

Your next 

patient Is ^ w I 

welting Almost done 1 


THE BETTED MALE 


Ru (SlAfiberaen 



OlKBIttua MbM Swkn. H. 
MRVWtaamil 


CAPIN 


TESKUM 


WODIMS 


Answer hers : 


APLASTE. 

-SURGeSNS ‘zCVBXJLE 


Now arrange the circled letters 10 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


'My sister's divorce is still dragging on. 
Now they're arguing over whose 
lawyer is better-looking.” 


Ybstflrday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ORBIT TESTY PERMIT EMPLOY 
Answer: What the boss got From his secretary — 

AN “EMPTY* PROMISE 


Peanuts 


FISHING IS A CRUEL/WELUTHATS 
SPORT, 5IR..I COULD YOUR 
NEVER BE A PRIVILEGE, 

FI5HER PERSON.. J^MARCIE .. y 


I THOUGHT YOU/ I DID.. 
WENT TO SET/ I 60T 
US SOM . E ( ONE OF 
^UNCH..^ J^W0RITE5 


FISH AND CHIPS. 1 




Andy Capp 



Muff n 5 Jeff 

HOLD THE \ 

LADDER, / ft 
I'LL GO /Ids. 

^ u 



MUTT, WHAT 
ARE You 
DOING DOWN 
w THERE? y- 
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" . Expert says Jordan’s telecommunication opportunity is privatisation 


(Continued from page 8) 

a limited Dumber of 
licensees (eg. duopoly) but 
involves the risk that entry 
to qualified Firms will be 
denied. 

The qualified entry may 
initially create over-capaci- 
ty as entry is subject to 
transparent requirements, 
the expert said. 

During the transition from 
monopoly to competition 
regulatory, safeguards are 
essentia] to make sure that 
the monopolist is not in a 
position to control the 
potential competitors by 
making use of its estab- 
lished market position, the 
study clarified. 

With competition, it fur- 
ther claimed, the overall 
value of Jordan's 
international services mar- 
^ ket will increase sharply as, 
.5 according to studies carried 
out by MCI. markets tend 
to grow under competition 
and carriers' revenue go up. 

Moreover, the resulting 
benefits are shared between 
the carrier itself and the 
consumer as global carriers 
seek the expertise of local 
partners to fill in their criti- 
cal gaps in capabilities 
when they apply for 
licences or need help to 
deal with the local govern- 
ment 

The society also benefits 
through the creation of new 
jobs, new services, compet- 
itive prices and improved 
efficiencies. 

Tunisia 
. boosts 
zinc, lead 
output 

TUNIS <R) — Tunisia 
produced 29,700 tonnes . 
of zinc during the first 
four months of 1996, ;up; 
from 19,800 during the' 
same period last year, j 
official statistics showed. , 

Zinc production had 
sharply increased in 1995 
with a 80,600 tonnes out- 
put against 26.600 tonnes 
in 1994, and 2.400 tonnes 
in 1993. 

Tunisia also produced 
3,500 tonnes of lead dur- 
• ing the first four months 
of 1996 , up from 3,200 
tonnes during the same 
period in 1995. Total pro- 
duction of lead was 
11.300 tonnes in 1995, up 
from 4,600 tonnes in 
1994. 

Zinc and lead are pro- 
duced at the northwestern 
mining centre of Bougrine 
developed since 1994 by 
the Toronto-based Metall 
Mining Corp. in which 
the German metal con- 
glomerate Metallge- 
sellschaft has a majority 
stake. 


Taking into consideration 
the consequences of dereg- 
ulation and restructuring 
leading to the creation of a 
competitive environment, 
practical steps have to be 
considered by new ventures 
establishing themselves in 
Jordan. 

A study publicised by the 
British Digital Designs Co. 
Ltd. focused on the Jordan- 
ian market and said Jordan 
might attract new con- 
tenders from six main 
groups: Cable TV opera- 
tors, expansionist telcos, 
managed network services 
operators, public and pri- 
vate sector utilities, 
expanding industrials and 
new ventures concentrating 
on the local access network 
and particular niches. 

To develop Jordan's 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC). the gov- 
ernment has a choice 
between two successful 
models, the study said. 


The first model requires 
the split up of the TCC in 
regional companies with a 
separate carrier to take care 
of the long distance traffic. 

The second model allows 
the TCC to remain a single 
entity but has to face imme- 
diately one major rival 
licensed to provide a repli- 
ca service. Other competi- 
tors will be introduced sub- 
sequently. 

Both models aim at the 
transformation of the 
national entity from a pub- 
lic servant and utility to a 
market-free enterprise com- 
pany. 

The whole transformation 
process is then again a 
question of qualified staff 
that has to be customer-ori- 
ented. 

According to the study, 
even more important is the 
regulatory framework 
which is established for 
companies to operate with- 
in Jordan. 


In a nation, it stated, 
where existing infrastruc- 
ture and line penetration is 
well short of market 
demand, the (Jordanian) 
government has to achieve 
a fine balance between the 
development of its infra- 
structure through TCC, and 
the opportunities it allows 
for new ventures to invest 
in new technologies and 
applications to accelerate 
the pace of modernisation. 

The study moreover con- 
siders the following six key 
elements to be reflected by 
the Jordanian government 
upon the determination of 
its policy: The areas that 
should be open to competi- 
tion, the pace of the liberal- 
isation, clear definition of 
any restrictions of the 
development of global ser- 
vices. agreement on any 
rebalancing of the TCC’s 
tariffs, agreement on the 
terms, conditions and inter- 
connection charges for new 


venture users and a clear 
definition of the regulator's 
role. 

In a very real sense, the 
research concludes, the Jor- 
danian government is 
embarking" on a journey 
with limitless boundaries. It 
is a journey which will 
enable the people of Jordan 
to share the benefits — 
commercial, industrial, 
vocational and cultural — 
of a quantum leap in 
telecommunication tech- 
nology. 

Director-General of the 
TCC, Walid Dweik realised - 
the need for a follow-up 
seminar and the formation 
of a committee forum to 
discuss all the questions 
which arose during the 
workshop and to come to a 
clear and final decision 
re gardin g the current pri- 
vatisation process of the 
TCC and the liberalisation 
of the Jordanian telecom- 
munication market. 
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A review ol news from the Arabic press 


Committee to study requests for 
exempting raw materials from customs 


** THE DEPARTMENT of Customs, in 
coordination with the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade, has formed a committee to 
examine all requests from industrialists 
to exempt all industrial inputs from cus- 
toms, the department's director general, 
Nazmi A1 Abdallah, told a large group of 
industrialists at the Amman Chamber of 
Industry. 

Mr. Abdallah said the committee will 
study the requests and decide to exempt 
or reduce the customs according to the 
status of the industry. However, he 
stressed that in order to encourage local 
industries, no imported raw material will 
be exempted from customs if a similar 
product was produced in the local mar- 
ket Mr. Abdallah draw the attention of 
the industrialists that the customs exemp- 
tion, announced earlier, on 492 capital 
products will take effect from Jan. 1, 
1997. 

The customs chief explained that under 
the new measures, which were intro- 
duced at the beginning of this year, busi- 
nessmen are benefiting from having cus- 
toms procedures related to temporary 
entry and refund of fees being finalised at 
the customs centres instead of the depan- 
men t as was the case before decentralisa- 
tion. Additionally, the prior inspection on 
the goods which receive temporary entry 
and fees refund has been cancelled and a 
certificate of registration from the manu- 






facturer was considered as sufficient. 
Also cancelled was the condition to spec- 
ify a warehouse for goods on temporary 
entry. 

Mr. Abdallah indicated that the proce- 
dural dilemma for refunding fees has 
been overcome as according to new mea- 
sures a special account was opened for 
such transaction without having to refer 
to the budget or balances assigned for 
that purpose. 

On the financial side. Mr. Abdallah said 
that the validity of bank guarantees has 
been reconsidered and that bonds submit- 
ted to guarantee cusroms fees and other 
taxes on goods in transit or reexports 
need only be for four months instead of 
six months as required in the past. 

Other measures simplifying customs 
procedures were accepting general guar- 
antees instead of special guarantees and 
offering industries the opportunity of 
providing the manufacturing “equations'' 
which later would be verified in coopera- 
tion with -the Ministry' of Industry' and 
Trade. 

Finally, the customs department has 
introduced the classification and grading 
system which helps in identifying the 
companies that abide by the law' and the 
regulations and avoids any violations in 
order to offer them wider facilities {A1 
Ra’i + A1 Dustour). 


u I ERfa- 




Major Currencies A Crow Rates 


Prices as at 9/09/96 19:07 


US Dollar - 1.4940 

b.6893 

GBSicrlimg 1.5582 1.5582 
JP Yen 0.0092 1.3674 
IT Lira 0.0007 0.988S 

skhmcs**: -im 

FR Franc - 0.1981 0.2929 


1.1144 
'.0.8872 : 
0.0806 

fij & Oi 

23.8716 


109.12 

: : 

170.15 
• 89.83 

iW 

1384.66 


Mid-East Currencies 


1509.30 1.6746 

5.0992 

1JW0J97 ;,T.JZlf 

X412P 

2351.84 2.6092 

7.9451 

1238.65 kSTM 

4.1 8^? 

13.82 153.28 

4.6675 

3102.37 '.I'aiej 

'VV«- 

11.08 

3J752 



32.83 32J300 

- 

• . v. 



Bony 22J90 23.05 

/DupiSf snjHFJ 
ULGfll moo 213.00 


SARlyal 0.2666 0.3985 0.17114 0.32491 29.1307 

• "^iKlii*^; :tiZ7Z3 '*10702 ^17475 0.331$T '#7477 
KW Dinar 3.3395 4.99251 2.1 431 B 4.06635 364.63 
':0i770 ! 356511 1,70242 3.23206 289^71' 
CY Pound £1599 3.2271 1.3655 Z-B3 235J53 

Main Equity in dicks 


mi# 


NcwYort DOW JONES 5690.93 31.07 055 5698.7 5680.23 5659.86 

&!&&&?£ l yc W j;3.38 - 0.S2 ■ «B0.17- 655,68 UMB 

London ™ FT-SE 100 39105 175 056 39165 3901 3893 

V ji'ojtjf 3N$7* qS&fc 

Paris CAC JO ™ 2020.3 15.55 0.78 2024.94 2008.04 2004.75 

^Ffanfcfiirt "t * v PAX'-"' f ' *: 31.73 ! "■•?i6 v . 254858 2534.9 25171 


Energy 


* JOD Cross Rates 


CofTec (c/lbs) 


Sugar (S/ton) 

So^-a (c/lbs) 
r-ilTeatStS/kei'':*' 
Baricy (Sn»h) 


120.5 

Spill 

US Dollar 

0.708 0.710 

‘XWkJ:-:: 


• :GB Stealing: V 

.1.1038 ■ 1.1 093' 

358A 

Spot 

DE Mark 

0.4738 0.4762 

VtOj*-:;' 


CH Franc 

rb'jfao^: Cb'^32.'. 

24J 

Sp« 

FR Franc 

0.1387 0.1394 



, i Jp-yiii , c v 

-'0:651, i 

3-23 

Spot 

NL Guilder 

0.4226 0.4247 


• $ i 

FT. Lira 

XTLA6Z' 0A7tf3 


Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 


Jordan Marketplace * * * JORDAN MARKETPLACE * * * Jordan Marketplace ** 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops ' 
6th circle, Amman . 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
l Fax: 810520 J 
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OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
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Fax 898537 

Xjmm Uthalna 
behind Saua Rock 
Hotel 
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Professional Quality] in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your' colour film at 
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shm 30% torpor 


• From malorpo - 

moot 20 x JO on 
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HOTEL APARTMENTS 

THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 
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For details please oall 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


TO RDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
EHt. 223 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 
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L eonardo da Vinci 

Authentic ItefopfCuialne ; 

Establishes* T977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 


( Interflora Membership ) 

* Fresh & Dry Flowers ■ 
Production Sc Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers 


J Um Uthainah 
^ Madina M. Street 

Tdifa :( 811395 )“*\J 
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Sampras wins U.S Open 
on late coach’s birthday 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Pete Sampras, spurred on 
by thoughts of his late 
coach Tim Guilikson, sal- 
vaged his 1996 season 

Sunday with a straight-sets 
victory over Michael 
Chang in the men's singles 
final at the U.S. Open. 

‘This has definitely saved 
my year,” said Sampras, 
who defeated Chang 6-1, 
6-4, 7-6 (7/3) for his fourth 
victory in the event. 

“Whatever happens. I 
have achieved what 1 want- 
ed to achieve this year, and 
that was to win a major." 

The win gave Sampras 
his fourth year in a row 
with at least one Grand 
Slam title, and gave 
Sampras a chance to salute 
Guilikson. who died of a 
brain tumor in May. 

‘Today is Tim’s birthday. 
He would have been 45 
today, and I was thinking 
about him all day today and 
during the match Sampras 
said. 

“Even though he’s not 
with us. he's still very 
much within my heart." 

Gullikson's birthday, 
coupled with the fact that it 
was his last chance to win a 
major this year, made the 
Open an emotional fort- 
night for Sampras. 

He barely survived a five- 
set quarterfinal against 
Spain's Alex Corretja, and 
had to take himself to a cor- 
ner of the court to vomit in 
the fifth-set tiebreaker 
before holding on for a 7-6 
(7/5). 5-7. 5-7. 6-4, 7-6 
(9/7 1 victory. 

In the semifinals, he 
wasted four match points in 
a third-set tiebreaker before 
beating Goran Ivanisevic in 
four. 

That made the third-set 
tiebreak against Chang all 
the more rense. 

... *T was so relieved when 
that shot went out," 
Sampras said of Chang's 
match-ending service 
return. T just wanted it to 
be over." 

Sampras' victory took his 
total of Grand Slam titles to 
eight, and prevented Chang 
from usurping his place at 
the top of the world rank- 
ings. Chang did move up to 
a career-high second in the 
world. 

Chang thought the match 
was closer than the score 
reflected. 

"The first set, a few 
points could have gone my 
way.” said Chang, who was 
playing in his third Grand 
Slam final since his preco- 
cious win at the French 



Top seed and number one player iff the world Pete Sampras holds the U.S. Open 
men’s singles trophy over his bead after w innin g the title for the second year in a row. 
Sampras won the final over Michael Chang 6-1 6-4 7-5 (7-3) (Reuters photo) 


Open in 1989. “I had break 
points on both his first ser- 
vice games 

But Chang's big chance 
came in the third seL 
Leading 6-5 on serve, he 
set up one break point — 
and set point — with an 
overhead smash, but netted 
a makeable forehand vol- 
ley. 

“Unfortunately, I wasn t 
able to close out the third 
set.” he said. 

“I was a little unlucky it 
clipped the tape. From 
there it was a whole new 
ballgame." 

Sampras took a 6-2 lead 
in the tiebreaker when 
Chang hit a forehand long. 
Chang saved the first match 
point with a backhand win- 
ner. but on the next point 
his backhand service return 


went long. 

Sampras broke Chang in 
the second and fourth 
games to win the first set in 
28 minutes. 

After breaking Chang in 
the opening game of the 
second. Sampras dropped 
his own serve in the sixth 
with a double fault on 
break point that knotted the 
set score at 3-3. 

Sampras . regained the 
upper hand with a break for 
5-4, wasted one set point in 
the next game with a dou- 
ble fault then closed it out 
when Chang sailed a fore- 
hand over the baseline. 

In the third, neither play- 
er earned a break point 
against- the other until 
Chang's opportunity in the 
12th game. 


“The first two sets today, 
I thought I played as well 
as 1 could.” Sampras said. 
“My serve was there, 
everything was just click- 
ing. 

“I knew he would come 
around and start playing 
better, and he did in the 
third set. He served a lot 
better and made it tight." 

The match started more 
than two hours later than 
scheduled because of a 
thunderstorm that struck 
moments after Steffi Graf 
beat Monica Seles for the 
women's title. 

Graf scored a 7-5. 64 
victory in her fifth U.S. 
open triumph and 21st 
Grand Slam singles win. 


Algerian clubs stay on course QPR to 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Algeria kept 
alive their hopes of becoming the first coun- 
try to complete a clean sweep of African 
club titles at the weekend. 

JS Kabvlie look set to reach the last four 
of the Champions' Cup after a M draw 
with Pecro Atletico in Angola and 
Mouloudia Oran took a 2-0 lead over vita of 
Zaire in the Caf Cup quarterfinals. 

Cup winners Cr Belouizdad received a 
bye when Superspon United of South 
Africa refused to visit Algeria, claiming 
their safety was at risk in a country where 
civil war has claimed more than’ 50.000 
lives. 

Veteran forward Djarnel Menad was the 
Kabvlie Hero in Luanda, giving the former 
African champions a 40th minute lead 
which they held until Abraao levelled early 
in the second half. 

Mouloudia scored just before and after 
half-time through Cheikh Benzerga and Ali 
Mecabih in Oran and look set for a semifi- 
nals showdown with holders Etoile Du 
Sahel. 

Tunisia and Egypt also achieved impres- 
sive results, leaving Morocco as the only 
country from the traditionally powerful 
North African region to struggle. 

CS Sfaxien heightened Tunisian hopes of 
a third Champions' Cup title with a 5-0 


drubbing of Senegalese visitors Diaraf, who 
had eliminated 1995 runners-up Asec of 
Ivory Coast in the prev ious round. 

Etoile struck three times within 21 min- 
utes against Unisport Bafahg of Cameroon 
and finished 4-1 winners with a late goal 
from Samir Raouan raising his Caf Cup 
tally to six. 

AFRICAN SOCCER 


Egyptian champions Zamalek. seeking a 
record fourth success in Africa, relied on 
veterans Ashraf Kassem and Ahmed Al- 
Kass for the goals which brought a 2-0 win 
over Codm Meknes from Morocco. 

In another clash between the countries, sec- 
ond division Fath Union Sportive were held 
goalless in Rabat by an Arab contractors team 
chasing a third Cup Winners' Cup title. 

Champions’ Cup holders Orlando Pirates of 
South Africa defeated Shooting Stars from 
Nigeria 1-0 after a mediocre match at 
Bloemfontein. 

Cup Winners' Cup surprise packets Costa 
Do Sol from Mozambique lost their 100 per- 
cent record, but will be satisfied with a 0-0 
draw against once-mighty Canon Yaounde in 
Cameroon. 


name new 
manager 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Rangers’ new owner Chris 
Wright suggested that a 
new manager would be 
installed at Loftus Road 
before Wednesday's game 
at Norwich. 

QPR will select their suc- 
cessor to Ray Wilkins from 
a shortlist of three — 
strongly rumoured to 
include former England 
coach Terry Venables. 

Venables currently has a 
consultancy role at first 
division Portsmouth but 
could be tempted by the 
prospect of a second spell 
in charge at Loftus Road. 

A 2-0 home defeat 
against WBA on Saturday, 
which saw Rangers slip to 
ninth place in division one. 
has added to the urgency of 
finding a replacement for 
Wilkins. 


Graf 
claims 
fifth U.S. 
Open 
crown 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Steffi Graf defeated arch- 
rival Monica Seles 7-5. 6-4 
here Sunday to win her fifth 
U.S. Open singles title — 
the 2 1 st Grand Slam tri- 
umph of her career. 

“It was really, really diffi- 
cult to play this tourna- 
ment,’’ said Graf, whose 
father Peter went on trial on 
tax evasion charges in 
Germany on Thursday. 

“Last year was extremely 
difficult, and this year was 
not any easier. It has been a 
struggle to stay focused." 

Against Seles, however, 
Graf showed none of the 
lapses in concentration that 
marred her previous six 
matches. 

She thumped down 10 
aces through the 87-minute 
match and gave Seles only 
one chance to break her — 
which Seles took advantage 
of in the first set. 

Seles, who also lost to 
Graf in the final here last 
year, said the German play- 
er’s serve was the key to her 
vicory. 

"She served some awe- 
some serves today," Seles 
said. "She just kept getting 
her first serve in and I had 
no chance of returning it 
and I had a hard time hold- 
ing my serve.” 

Graf called her service 
game “incredible," and 
admitted she wasn't sure 
how she managed to raise 
her game so far above the 
quality she displayed in ear- 
lier rounds. 

‘To me it's still a big 
question, too, how I’m able 
to play that well when I 
need to," Graf said “I wish I 
would know, because rf.felt 
so nervous before., the 
match. 

“I had an upset stomach. I 
was really nervous. Then I 
went out on the court. I 
loosened up so much more. 
•Suddenly, I had a real good, 
positive attitude. 

T don’t know how or why 
it came, because I haven't 
really played well during 
the tournament." 

Graf broke Seles in the 
first game of the second set. 
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Steffi Graf of Germany holds up the U.S. Open women's singles trophy, as her oppo- 
nent Monica Seles (rear) of the U.S. claps. Graf won the match in straight sets 7-5 6- 
4 for her fifth U.S. Open title (Reuters photo) 


and never looked back. 

“I was disappointed when 
I lost my break early on. but 
she put the pressure on me 
all the time,” Seles said. 

With Graf serving for the 
match at 5-4. Seles saved 
one march point with a fore- 
hand winner, but Graf 
grabbed the title with a fore- 
hand volley that just clipped 
the net cord on the next 
point. .... 

Moments'- fater -lhe black • 
clouds’ 'ML had rolled in 
during the match opened, 
and a hasty trophy presenta- 
tion was made in driving 
rain. 

I don’t think I felt the rain 
at all said Graf, who said 
her main emotion was “the 
joy of winning it and of 
playing that well." 

“i didn’t expect to be able 
to show that kind of tennis 
today.” she added. 


As the sky darkened, the 
temperature fell and the 
wind whipped up, it looked 
like she might not finish off 
the match before the storm 
started. 

But Graf said she didn't 
allow herself to worry about 
' a possible rain delay at such 
a crucial time. 

“That’s the least thing 1 
thought about at all." she 
said. “It got really dark, it 
was- difficult to see the 
points. Blit it was something 
i didn't really focus on." 

Graf got her first break to 
go up 2-1 in the first seL She 
served for the set at 54. but 
after missing one set point 
with a forehand error she 
surrendered her serve. 

She needed four break 
points in the next game to 
regain the advantage when 
Seles sent a backhand cross 
court wide. 


Graf took the set in the 
next game, netting a back- 
hand on her second set point 
but winning the next one 
with a service winner. 

Graf has now u'on all six 
of the Grand Slam events 
she has entered in 1995 and 
1996. She missed the 
Australian Open both years 
because of injury. 

Seles, who won the 
Australian Open in January 
and who shares, the world 
number-one ranking' with 
Graf, said Graf's perfor- 
mance in the year's major 
tournaments proved the 
German was the best this 
year. 

“Steffi dearly is number- 
one." Seles said. “She won 
three Grand Slams. Those 
tournaments, in my mind at 
least, show who is the num- 
ber one player.” 


Marseille lose emotional Bastia return 


PARIS (AFP) — France’s 
former European champi- 
ons Marseille made an emo- 
tional losing return to Bastia 
on Sunday. 

They went down 2-0 to 
the Corsicans at the Furiani 
stadium where 17 people 
died when a stand collapsed 
during a cup-tie between the 
two clubs four years ago. 

Bastia. who had to fight 
for permission to play 
Sunday's game at their 
small ground, part of which 
is still being renovated, 
clinched their win with first- 
half efforts from Moravcik 
and Anton Drobnjak. 

Although no tickets were 
sold to Marseille fans, 
members of the Marseille 
supporters’ club and rela- 
tives of the dead laid a 
wreath at tHe ground before 
the kick-off. 

The victory moved Bastia- 
up the table and they joined 
six clubs on 1 1 points from 
six matches — three points 
behind unbeaten paceseners 
Paris St. Germain. 

Paris S.t Germain shared a 
0-0 draw in their eagerly- 
awaited but disappointing 
top-of-the-table clash with 
Monaco. Both sides squan- 
dered chances. 

Bordeaux, the only other 
side in the division with 


PSG who have yet to lose, 
continued their superb run 
by beating nice 1-0 away — 
Johann Micoud scoring the 
all-important goal after half 
an hour. 

Lens, thrashed 5-1 by 
Monaco a week ago. man- 
aged to hold on to second 
place one point adrift of 
PSG. when they shared a 
drab goalless affair with 
Cannes while reigning 
champions Auxerre recov- 
ered after their 2- 1 defeat at 
Metz to beat visiting Caen 
2 - 0 . 

Nantes, champions just 
two years ago continued to 
struggle. They went down 
to their fourth defeat when 
they were beaten 3-1 at Le 
Havre. 

The matches between 
Lyon and Montpellier, and 
Lille and Guingamp. ended 
in 1-1 draws, while Nancy 
crashed to Metz by the only 
goal in the northeastern 
derby. 

In Spain, a rampant Real 
Madrid breezed pas.t 
Hercules Alicante 3-0 in 
their first appearance of the 
season in front of home fans 
at the Bemabeu stadium. 
Fabio Capello’s men sealed 
their victory' with a Predrag. 
Mijatovic goal and two 
more from teenager Raul 


CINEMA TEL 634144 \ 

^ PHILADELPHIA ) 

( CINEMA TEL 699238 V 

V PLAZA j 

SPECIES 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 
V 

The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki....in 

Naser 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


Gonzalez. 

Reals old rivals 
Barcelona snatched a last 
gasp 2-1 home w-in in their 
derbv clash with Espanvol. 
Watched by former manag- 
er Johan Cruyff. Barcelona 
came from behind to clinch 
their win at the Nou Camp 
stadium. 

Tenerife stayed top of the 
Spanish League on goal dif- 
ference thanks to a i -0 away 
win at Logrones. 

Vicenza’s Uruguayan 
striker Marcelo Otero 
grabbed the headlines as 
Italy's Serie A campaign 
opened at the weekend. He 
blasted home all four goals 
in a shock 4-2 win at 
Fiorentina. 

Champions AC Milan 
were also in the goals. They 
hammered newly-promoted 
verona 4-1 at ’ San Siro. 
courtesy of two goals by 
Simone, an exquisite third 
from George weah. who ran 
the length of the pitch 
before slotting home, and a 
fourth from Roberto 
Baggio. 

Inter Milan picked up a 
crucial three points as they 
opened l_ with a workmanlike 
1-0 win at Udinese and 
Parma beat Napoli 3-0. 

Bavem Munich stayed on 
lop of the Bundesliga after a 


narrow squeak against 
newly-promoted Amiinia 
Bielefeld while rivals 
Dortmund and Stuttgart 
both kept up the pressure 
with victories. 

Bayern needed a 5Sth- 
minute goal from Christian 
Ziege to overcome Bielefeld 
at the Olympic stadium and 
preserve a one-point lead 
over defending champions 
dortmund. 

Dortmund also edged 
through 1 -0 at Hansa 
Rostock Brazilian defender 
Julio Cesar scoring their 
late winner. 

Stuttgart made it four 
wins out of four after scor- 
ing a 4-0 win over Cologne. 

In the Netherlands. Dutch 
champions Ajax continued 
their poor start to the season 
by slumping to a 2-0 defeat 
at unfashionable Nijmegen. 

Ajax, who have scored 
just two goals so far in the 
new campaign, are. already 
eight points adrift of bitter 
rivals and league leaders 
PSV Eindhoven. PSV 
crushed Breda 5-0 to main- 
tain their 100 per cent start 
Feyenoord are in second 
place after beating WiUem 
n Tilburg 4-1. 


INEMA TEL: 677420 > 

v CONCORD , 

CONCORD * 1 * 

Arnold Schwarzeneggar 
& Vanessa Williams ...in 

ERASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Julia Roberts ...in 
SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


flmmoun Theatre & Cinema 

TEL 618274-618275 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


Nahil & Hisham’s Theatre; 

— TEL: 625455 ’ ■ 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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Asian B asketball Championship 

Jordan defeats Iran to finish 9th 


By Aleen Banna yan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE KINGDOM’S Under- JS basketball 
team Monday scored a 69-62 win over 
Iran in the match deciding 9th and 10th 
places at the Asian Basketball Champi- 
onship which concludes in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia Tuesday. 

Jordan ream had scored" a 89-74 win 
over India, an 158-44 crushing win over 
Bangladesh and a 72-68 win over Hone 
Kong in the second round of the 15-nation 
tournament. 

The only other Arab team in the compe- 
tition . Qatar, who beat Jordan 67-42 in 
the first round, qualified to the semifinal 
round and will play Japan. China plays 
Korea in the other semifinal. 

Jordan had played in Group 3 alongside 
Qatar, the Philippines and Singapore in 
the first round. After only managing a 
win over Singapore they dropped out of 
contention for the quarterfinal round 
which included only the top two teams in 
each of the four groups. 

The Kingdom's team first took part in 
the U-I8 championship last year when 
they scored a major upset over hosts, the 
Philippines. - to take third place and 
became the first Jordanian team to qualify 
to the World Championship. 


The team then beat the Philippines in 
the final second 72-71, Singapore 88-35. 
Hong Kong 71-24 , Japan 73- 56 and 
Thailand 62-56. They lost twice to even- 
tual titleholders South Korea 75-61 and 
69-51 and to second-placed China 8S-49 
in the semifinal round. 

Jordan Basketball Federation officials 
noted that this year’s participation was 
different and the team was less competi- 
tive for a host of reasons including the 
timing of the competition for mostly 
tawjihi players , the 1 lack of funds, and the 
unavailability of an official training court. 

However, team coach Murad Barakat, 
was chosen as assistant to Asian Basket- 
ball Confederation (ABC) head coach 
Tom McCarthy. Barakat will therefore be 
attending an lecturing at all upcoming 
ABC clinics and seminars. 

Jordan's team includes Tawflq Marar, 
Iyad Abdeen. Ayman Du’eybes, Bashar 
Huneidi, Mrhef Nabulsi, Ala’ Bilbeisi, 
Ra’fat Daraghmeh. Mohammad Bashir, 
Mo'tasem Salameh, Bassara Qamhieh, 
Nihad Madi. Leith Farouqi and Omar 
Abdallat. 

The competing countries are Korea. 
India and Malaysia, China, Kazakhstan. 
Japan, and Bangladesh, Thailand, Chi- 
nese Taipei. Iran, Hong Kong, Singapore 
Qatar, the Philippines and Jordan. 


Romario 
threatens 
to quit 
Valencia 


VALENCIA (R) — Brazil- 
ian— World Cup striker 
Romano threatened to 
leave Valencia on Monday 
after being left out of the 
squad for Tuesday's vital 
UEFA Cup clash with hold- 
ers Bayern Munich. 

“Jm annoyed. I’ve come 
here to play,” said 
Romario. suggesting that 
he could not stay at the 
club with coach Luis 
Aragones. “The manager 
said the same, it's either 
him or me.” 

Romario said Aragones 
had complained of his atti- 
tude towards tr ainin g and 
that he had been informed 
of the decision after Mon- 
day morning's practice ses- 
sion. 

The Spanish press has 
recently printed pho- 
tographs of training runs in 
which Romano was left 
some way behind the rest 


Arabian Horse Show starts Sept. 16 
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v. DALLAS (AFP) — Emmitt 
-■.» Smith shook off a severe 


neck injury here Sunday, 
rushing for 94 yards and 
catching a touchdown pass 
to lead American football 
champion Dallas to a 27-0 
rout of the New York 
Giants. 
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i return 


The Cowboys looked 
nothing like the club which 
struggled on offense in a 
22-6 National Football 
League opening loss ’ at 
Chicago on Monday, a 
game in which Smith was 
carried off and hospitalised 
with a neck brace. 

“1 felt pretty good." Smith 
said. "It took a lot of mental 
preparation, but after I got 
my first hit I felt OK. I 
haven’t reached the end 
zone the way I like to. But 
it was exciting.” 

Dallas quarterback Troy 
A i km an completed I9-of- 
27 passes tor 228 yards and 
threw touchdown passes to 
Deion Sanders and Kevin 
Wiliams as well as Smith 
while the Dallas defence 
allowed the Giants only 96 
total yards. 

Former Dallas coach 
Jimmy Johnson has his new 
club, the Miami Dolphins, 
off to a 2-0 start after a 38- 
10 romp at Arizona. Dan 
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Atlanta Falcons running back Eric Metcalf is , tripped up by- Minnesota Vikings line- 
backer Jeff Brady for a short gain in the second quarter aMhe-Gerogia Dome Sep- 
tember 8. The Vikings went on to win the game 23-17 (Reuters photo) 

Marino threw for 178 yards but left the game in the rushed for 140 yards to lead 

and two touchdowns, third quarter with a strained Houston past Jacksonville 

Miami allowed the Cardi- groin. It was not believed to 34-27 while Barry Sanders 


nals only 27 yards rushing. 

Johnson replaced Tom 
Landry in Dallas and 
moved the Cowboys from 
1-15 to two Super Bowl 
titles. At Miami he replaced 
Don Shula. the winningest 
coach in NFL history. 

San Francisco, the 1995 
Super Bowl champion, 
showed top form by ripping 
St. Louis 34-0, "the first 
shutout by the 49ers - in 
almost six years. The San 
Francisco defence allowed 
only 104 yards, scored two 
safeties and made seven 
quarterback sacks. 

Quarterback Steve Young 
was 15-of-18 for 13S yards 


be a serious injury. 

The Buffalo Bills held off 
New England for a 17-10 
triumph, stopping Dave 
Meggett for no gain on the 
final play to keep the Patri- 
ots two yards from a tying 
touchdown. 

Kansas City comefback 
James Hasty returned a 
fumble 80 yards for a 
touchdown and linebacker 
Derrick Thomas scored a 
safety to lift the Chiefs past 
Oakland 19-3. The Raiders 
have lost 13 of 14 games to 
Kansas City in the 1990s 
and were without injured 
quarterback Jeff Hostetler. 

Rookie Eddie George 


rushed for 140 yards to lead 
Houston past Jacksonville 
34-27 while Barry Sanders 
ran for 125 yards and a 
touchdown in Detroit's 21- 
6 victory over Tampa Bay. 

Mike Tomczak threw for 
198 yards and two touch- 
downs and Pittsburgh beat 
Baltimore 31-17 whileTer- 
ry Allen ran 28 yards for a 
third-quarter touchdown 
that was the difference in 
Washington’s 10-3 triumph 
over Chicago. 

In other games. Minneso- 
ta stopped Atlanta 23-17. 
Indianapolis downed the 
New Yo± Jets 21-7, San 
Diego beat Cincinnati 27- 
14 and Denver dumped 
Seattle 30-20. 


Italians seek to stamp their authority on UEFA Cup 
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P.ARIS tRi — The Italians, 
who have long regarded the 
UEFA Cup as their proper- 
ty, had a disastrous cam- 
paign last season and are 
looking to the awe-inspir- 
ing lineup of Inter- 
nazionale, Parma, Roma 
and Lazio to reestablish 
their authority. 

Clubs from arguably the 
strongest league in the 
world won the UEFA Cup 
six rimes in the eight years 
until this year when none 
managed to reach the semi- 
finals. 

But the draw for the 
1996/97 competition prop- 
er. which starts on Tuesday 
was not entirely welcomed 
in Italy with two sides com- 
ing up against French clubs, 
who have a growing reputa- 
tion as Italian killers. 

Intemazionale, who now 
have wo French players in 
defender Jocelyn Angioma 
and new signing Youri 
Djorkaeff. will travel to lit- 
tle Guingarup for their first 
match, while Lazio visit 
northern Lens, currently 
second in the French 
League. 

Roma face a difficult task 
at home to dynamo 
Moscow but they will go 
into the game on a high fol- 
lowing their 3-1 win 
against Piacenza on Satur- 
day. 

Parma, 3-0 winners 


against Napoli in their last 
league match, will be with- 
out” injured Argentine strik- 
er Herman Crespo when 
they entertain Portuguese 
side Vitoria Giumaraes. 

Holders Bayern Munich 
may find their first test 
against Spanish team 
Valencia less worrying than 
they expected after Brazil- 
ian" World Cup striker 
Romario was left out of the 
squad on Monday. 

An angry Romario, who 
said he bad been criticised 
during training, suggested 
he could not work with 
coach Luis Aragones and 
might leave the club he has 
just joined. 

Romario arrived at Valen- 
cia from Flamengo unex- 
pectedly during the close 
season to fill the gap left by 
the transfer of top-scorer 
Predrag Mijatovic to Real 
Madrid. 

Other newcomers includ- 
ed Argentine international 
striker Claudio Lopez and 
Russian midfielder Valery 
Karpin as Valencia put 
together a side that looked 
capable of going one better 
than last year’s second 
place in the Spanish 
League. 

The draw was particularly 
toueh on other German 
clubs as Borussia 
Moenchengladbach and 
Hamburg will face Arsenal 


and Glasgow Celtic Glas- 
gow respectively. Arsenal, 
still without a manager, 
look likely to keep England 
goalkeeper David Seaman 
on the sidelines. 

Seaman has an injured 
hamstring and has missed 
Arsenal’s last two outings. 

The final German team 
involved, Schalke 04, are at 
home to Dutch side Roda 
JC Kerkrade, who have 
made a slow start to the sea- 
son following the loss of 
several key players during 
the summer break. 

Newcastle, boasting their 
record 15 million pounds 
sterling ($23.4 million) 
England striker Alan Shear- 
er, look forward to a fresh 
start on the European stage! 

They seem to have little 
to fear from modest 
Swedish side Halmstad, 
who go to St. James park 
following a 3-1 home 
defeat to Oijans Vail in 
their national league. 

Slavia Prague head into 
their match against 

Swedish side Malmo still 
looking for the form which 
carried them to a surprise 
semifinal appearance in last 
season's UEFA Cup. 

With summer signings 
taking away the likes of 
Karel Poborsky (Manches- 
ter United), Vladimir 

Smicer (Racing Lens) and 
Radek Bejbl (Atletico 


Madrid), Slavia have paid 
the price of success. 

Feyenoond Rotterdam 
have a fully fit squad for 
Tuesday’s visit to CSKA 
Moscow and will be 
buoyed by Saturday’s 4-1 
drubbing of Willem II 
which keeps the Rotterdam 
side in second spot in the 
league two points behind 
PSV. 

France, who have no 
fewer than five clubs in this 
season’s UEFA Cup, will 
rely chiefly on star-studded 
Monaco, who host Polish 
side Hutnik Cracaw on 
Wednesday. 

Montpellier will be at 
home to former Cup Win- 
ners' Cup holders Sporting 
Lisbon] while Metz will trav- 
el to Austrian side FC Tirol 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
horse breeders and fans 
have already begun the 
countdown for the coun- 
try's biggest annual eques- 
trian event — * the 7tH Ara- 
bian Horse Show which 
will be held in Amman 
Sept. 16-20. 

Her ■ Royal Highness 
Princess Alia Bint A1 Hus- 
sein Sunday announced that 
the four-day event has a 
major sponsor, a fact that 
greatly enhances the chance 
of further success for the 
much-awaited event. 

“We would like to extend 
our appreciation to Oracle 
darabase company who will 
be the main sponsor. RJ. the 
Forte Grand, a big number 
of government departments 
are also partners in the 
event,” noted the Princess. 

Princess Alia, who heads 
the Jordanian Arabian 
Horse Association and the 
Royal Jordanian Equestrian 
Federation, said she was 
very encouraged by the fact 
that number of local enthu- 
siasts and participants in 
the sport was increasing 
from one year to the other. 

Although one of the main 
aims of the show is to 
enable horse breeders to 








Her Royal Highness Princess Alia Bint AI Hussein Sunday announces the start of 
the countdown for the 7th Arabian Horse Show (Petra photo) 


qualify their horses for 
international competitions, 
this year a number of world 
championship titleholders 
will also be taking part. 

“We are very' happy with 
the fact that participants are 
not only coming for the 
purpose of qualification. A 
number of world champi- 
onship winners will be par- 
ticipating. This shows seri- 
ous interest in the event.” 

The horse show will be 


held at the Royal Stables 
and will include a horse- 
show, a judging course, 
show jumping competi- 
tions. and horse races. 

Princess Alia explained 
that the endurance race will 
be held at a later date on 
Oct. 1 8 in order to allow the 
organisers ample time to 
prepare for the event. 

Federation spokesman 
Ahmad Abul Ragheb said 
registration for the event 


had already started and that 
75 participants had regis- 
tered so far. 

Judges for the Arabian 
Horse Show will be coming 
from Australia, Holland, 
Sweden, Poland and 
Morocco. 

The show will be con- 
cluded Sept. 20 with the 4th 
Middle East Championship 
in which horses will be 
competing for the title of 
‘supreme champion.’ 



An artists impression of the main stadium for the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney as construction of site com- 
menced September 9. The stadium, the biggest ever Olympic Stadium, will seat 110,000 spectators, will cost A$665 
million (U.S.$532 million) and is due to open in June 1999 (Reuters photo) 

Sydney starts building work 
on biggest ever Olympic stadium 


SYDNEY (R) — Construction of 
the bigpest Olympic stadium in 
history began in Sydney Monday, 
with officials promising the 
110,000 seat arena would be ready 
at least a year before the 2000 
Sydney Games start. 

The New South Wales state gov- 
ernment, which has budgeteB to 
spend a $1.9 billion (U.S. $1.5 bil- 
lion) on staging the Games, said 
the A$665 million stadium would 
be ready by June 1999. 

The stadium will cost more than 
twice as much as the U.S.S230 
million Olympic venue in Atlanta 
for the 1 996 Games. 

"As it is the biggest Olympic sta- 
dium ever, more people will have 
the opportunity to see games 
events. New South Wales state 
Premier Bob Carr told reporters 
during a ceremony at the site.- 


"The stadium will set a new 
standard of excellence for specta- 
tors with unrivalled views and 
comfort.” Carr said. The Sydney 
Olympics start in September"2000. 

The Los Angeles Coliseum held 
the previous record for an 

M : venue with a capacity of 
for the 1984 Games, a 
spokeswoman for the Sydney 
Organising Committee for the 
Olympic games told Reuters. 

Local taxpayers are contributing 
AS151 million to the cost of build- 
ing the stadium at Homebush in 
Sydney’s western suburbs, with a 
private sector consortium raising 
the balance in return for operating 
rights. 

The stadium will host the open- 
ing and closing ceremonies, and 
track and field "athletics. Olympic 
organisers have yet to decide the 


venue for the soccer final. 

As part of the design, the stands 
can be moved to change the shape 
of the stadium from an oval to a 
smaller recrangle for use as a 
venue for soccer or rugby match- 
es. 

The reversible realignment of the 
stands involves the removal of 
temporary seating at each end of 
the stadium, reducing the capacity 
to 80, (XX). 

Tenders are still being consid- 
ered by the state government for 
the Sydney Games' biggest infra- 
structure project, the Athletes' Vil- 
lage. Originally budgeted at 
AS737 million, it will house 
1 5,000 athletes. 

A decision on the village is 
expected by the end of 1996. 


TEL. 699634, 04311 



CENTRE TOR TEACHING ARABIC TO NON-NATIVE SPEAKERS 
ANNOUNCES 


Oriental Carpets Services 

• Hand washing • Stain removing • Restoration 
• Reweaving • Many more services 

HOUSE OF ANTIQUES - Tel: 824698 Abdoun, 
Omar El-Mohtaseb Center 
Open 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. except Fridays 


FOR RENT 

Ground floor of a villa consisting of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 3 salons, maid's 
room, garage, garden and telephone. 
Location: Um Uthaina, Tarif Street. 
Please call Tel: 5523220 


That Arabic Courses for Non-Native Spacers will be offered 
at the beginning of the first semester The course consists of 

three Levels 

1- Beginners. 

2 - Intermediate. 

3- Advanced . 

$£The course shall start on 28/9/96 - 

^Tuition fees for the normal courses ( J.D 450 ) and ( J.D 250 ) for 
the summer semester including transportation is available for 
female students only . Accommodation fees ( J.D 50 ) per month 
^Cultural as well as recreational programmes are accompanied to 
the academic one . *g 

3&Registreauon starts from 9/9/96 till 28/9/96 § 

3fcFor further details , please contact 5 






Regent urges new criteria for 
administrative performance 


Jordan and Israel agree to 
tourism cooperation 



Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Saleh Irsheidat accompanies his Israeli counterpart 
Moshe Katsav on a visit to a souvenir shop in Amman on Sunday (Jordan Times photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.l — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
on Monday urged the par- 
ticipants in a seminar on 
“Good Governance for 
Private Sector Development 
and Investment" to come 
up with a new and clear 
mechanism to serve as a *.n- 
teria for the administrative 
performance. 

“Such mechanism requ- 
ires coherent bureaucratic 
procedures and I hope to see 
such coherence at the Arab- 
African level in all ideas 
that we put forth, like those 
aimed at investment pro- 
motion and in all matters 
concerning our entry into 
the World Trade 
Organisation [WTO) and 
the partnership with the 
European Union (EU) so 
that we in the Arab World 
can start a free trade zone 
with full transparency at 
the national, regional and 
international levels." said 
the Regent, who attended 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq has not received any 
official notification from 
the United Nations of the 
suspension of its “oil-for- 
food“ deal with the world 
body and negotiations are 
continuing, a senior Iraqi oil 
official said Monday. 

"We are completely ignor- 
ing" an American 
announcement of a suspen- 
sion of the agreement 
allowing Iraq to sell limited 
quantities of oil in exchange 
for humanitarian supplies, 
said Saddam Zaban Hassan. 
director of the State Oil 
Marketinc Organisation 
(SOMO). 

“The American decision is 
unilateral. We have not 
received any notification 
from the United Nations,*' 
he said. “As far as we're 
concerned Resolution 986 
still applies." 

He said that two represen- 
tatives of SOMO were cur- 
rently in New York holding 
talks with the U.N. oil 
experts on setting prices for 
Iraqi crude. 

"Once we reach agree- 
ment on a price structure, 
we can inform buyers and 
draw up contracts," Mr. 
Hassan said. 

The SOMO director also 
said that □ number of former 
buyers of Iraqi crude had 
shown interest in making 
purchases once (he "oil-for- 
food" deal takes effect. 

Under the agreement, an 
casing of U.N. Security 
Council sanctions slapped 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — The 
Bosnian Serbs will not be 
allowed to secede from Bosnia 
utter nest weekend's elections, 
a top official warned Monday, 
and threatened action against 
any party necking to split from 
the republic. 

"If am one tries to break off. 
that is not going to be accepted 
... We .m; prepared to lake 
measures agjinst anyone 
blocking the implementation 
of the constitution." interna- 
tional envoy Carl Bildt said. 

He declined to say on what 
measures might be taken 
against the Serbs if they 
attempted to take areas they 
control out of Bosnia, but hint- 
ed economic pressure would 
be applied. 

Secessionist rhetoric domi- 
nated weekend speeches by a 
string of Serb leaders cam- 
paigning for Saturday's land- 
mark general elections, height- 
ening Muslim fears of a Serb 
move to create a "greater 
Serbia" with neighbouring 
Serbia. 

Mr. Bildl said the Balkan 
state would need a large inter- 
national force for at least two 
years, (o ensure the ex-bel- 
ligerents did not settle their dif- 
ferences by tvigniiing the three 
and a half year conflict that 
devastated the country. 

The force “must have the 
capability to deter anyone who 
considers any son of military 
option in or around Bosnia in 
the next two years." he said. 


pan of Monday's session of 

the seminar. 

The Regent also under- 
lined the need for integra- 
tion between the private 
sector and the govern- 
ment's public administra- 
tion. "Allow me to stress 
that the private sector and 
the government's public 
administration system 
should complement each 
other through their mutual 
and fruitful relationship. It 
will be most useful for the 
two sides to present social, 
economic and financial 
ideas in a well-defined sys- 
tem." he said. 

"We have to realise that 
there is a basic objective of 
this meeting and that is to 
learn and to interact with 
the American continent, the 
united Europe and Eastern 
Asia region," he said, 
stressing the need for the 
transfer of technology 
between developing coun- 
tries as well. 

"We need to establish a 


on Iraq for its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait, Iraq is allowed 
to sell $2 billion worth of 
oil every six months to buy 
food and medicine.. 

President Bill Clinton 
announced last week that 
the deal with the United 
Nations was being suspend- 
ed following the Iraqi 
army's Aug. 31 military 
intervention in the Kurdish 
"safe haven" set up by U.S.- 
led allied forces in northern 
Iraq. 

The United States also 
launched 44 cruise missiles 
against southern Iraq to 
punish Baghdad for the 
intervention and expanded a 
flight-exclusion zone for 
Iraqi aircraft in the south of 
the country. 

An Iraqi-backed Kurdish 
faction meanwhile urged 
the United Nations to 
implement the deal. 

The appeal was issued by 
the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP), whose forces 
have now captured two 
strategic towns held by 
rivals in the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK). send- 
ing refugees racing for the 
Iranian border. 

The two sides have been 
fighting for decades. 

A KDP radio statement, 
echoing a Baghdad plea for 
U.N. action on the deal as 
soon as possible, was moni- 
tored by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation. 

The deal, won qualified 
approval by EU (European 
Union) foreign ministers 


There was general agree- 
ment peacekeepers should 
remain in Bosnia until the next 
elections foreseen in 
September 1998. 

And he insisted on full 
implementation of the consti- 
tution agreed under the Dayton 
peace accords for Bosnia, 
warning: "If we don't imple- 
ment the constitution we are 
lost so is peace.” 

Mr. BildL said he hoped 
Bosnia's new institutions — a 
collective state presidency, 
national parliament and legis- 
latures for Bosnia’s Muslim- 
Croat and Serb halves — 
would be in place by the “end 
tofl October — early 
November at the latest" 
Meanwhile, tens of thou- 
sands of Sarajevans put such 
weighty matters to one side to 
enjoy the first international 
athletics meeting held in the 
Bosnian capital since war 
broke out in 1992. 

President Alija lzetbegovic 
opened the meeting, which 
began with a parade of more 
than 30 national flags from 
participating countries. Nine 
Olympic champions and sever- 
al current world record holders 
were unending die meeting. 

Overcast skies failed to 
dampen enthusiasm for the 
event, which proved so popu- 
lar police were forced to block 
of traffic around the Kosovo 
stadium to cope with the 
crowds. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Bildt con- 


common basis for knowl- 
edge and to come up with 
a productivity mechanism 
for productivity,” the 
Regent added. 

Referring to the Middle 
East and North Africa 
Economic summit, the 
Regent said that he hoped 
that Arab countries would 
go to the meeting with con- 
certed ideas about invest- 
ments, employment of for- 
eign labourers and others. 

Prince Hassan presented 
a summary of the main top- 
ics and the questions and 
answers connected with the 
seminar. These mainly per- 
tained lo the relationship 
between the private and 
public sectors and the defin- 
ition of their role and ways 
to coordinate their work as 
well as the obstacles 
obstructing investments in 
addition to methods for 
improving the administra- 
tive performance. 


meeting in Tralee, Ireland, 
at the weekend 

The radio quoted a 
spokesman for KDP leader 
Massod Barzani said that 
Erbil was “under the control 
of a capable Kurdish securi- 
ty administration" ready to 
distribute food in the U.N. 
deal. The KDP broadcast 
said Erbil could provide 
facilities to conserve and 
distribute food commodities 
that would be supplied in 
exchange for the sale of oil 
in accordance with U.N. 
Resolution 9S6. 

"We will do our best to 
cooperate with the UJ4. 
agencies and to protect and 
support them so that they 
can.fulfill their duties to dis- 
tribute food supplies and 
other commodities. We will 
ensure the safety of the 
U.N. employees and die 
smooth progress of their 
work," the statement said. 

“We stress that the situa- 
tion in Erbil is calm and sta- 
ble. We will do what is nec- 
essary to ensure further sta- 
bility and security in the 
city. 

‘Therefore, we appeal to 
the United Nations and the 
concerned governments, 
particularly the EU govern- 
ments that again called for 
implementing Resolution 
9S6. as well as the U.S. 
government, to implement 
Resolution 986 quickly in 
order to alleviate the suffer- 
ing of citizens in Iraqi 
Kurdistan and in all parts of 
Iraq," it said. 


firmed details of a controver- 
sial plan to allow some 
"40.000 to 60,000" voters to 
cross into former enemy terri- 
tory to cast their votes, along- 
side thousands more entering 
Bosnia from neighbouring 
Serbia. The operation would 
use around 700 buses rather 
than allow individual cars on 
the road so as to avoid the risk 
of "a gigantic traffic jam," he 
said. 

The security plan also aimed 
to head off possible clashes on 
polling day. particularly 
around contested towns like 
Breko, in the northeast, whose 
fale is subject to international 
arbitration. 

Russian ultra-nationalist 
leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
missed a rally in the town 
organised by the hardline 
Radical Party of Republika 
Srpska (RPRS), after he was 
apparently detained by Serbian 
police on the border with 
Bosnia. Multiple objections 
have been raised to Saturday's 
polls, critics arguing basic con- 
ditions — a free media and the 
right io unhindered around the 
country — do not exist. 

Washington is keen for the 
elections to go ahead and set a 
positive seal on the U.S. diplo- 
matic push that yielded peace 
in Bosnia, and OSCE officials 
running the polls have stressed 
they expect the results io be 
certified. 


boost 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel on Monday 
announced agreement on a 
mechanism to expand the 
marketing of joint tourism 
packages in Line with an 
accord the two countries 
signed in April 199S as stip- 
ulated in the Jordanian - 
Israeli peace treaty of 
October 1994. 

The agreement was 
reached during - talks 
tourism ministers Saleh 
Irsheidat of Jordan and 
Moshe Katsav of Israel held 
here early Monday. 

In a joint statement they 
signed at the outset of a 
press conference after the 
meeting, the two ministers 
said both sides “emphasised 
the need for comprehensive 
and lasting peace in the 
region and the necessity of 
implementing all accords 
signed between Israel and 
Jordan in the framework of 
the peace process that will 
reflect positively on the pro- 
motion of tourism...” 

In comments at the press 


TEL AVIV (AP) — 
Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon said Monday he 
wanes to build a rail link 
between die West Bank and 
Gaza Strip that would give 
the Palestinians more free- 
dom of movement without 
compromising Israeli securi- 
ty 

“These railroads will pro- 
vide a service to the 
(Palestinian) population." 
Mr. Sharon told Israel Radio. 
• Palestinian officials said 
Monday they supported the 
idea, though a Sharon 
spokesman said the 
Palestinian National Auth- 
ority (PNA) has been slow 
in responding to die Israeli 
plan.Mr. Sharon has tradi- 
tionally held tough positions 
towards the Palestinians and 
was behind Israel’s massive 
settlement construction drive 
in the West Bank and Gaza in 
the early 1990s. 

However, since joining the 
new government of Ben- 
yamin Netanyahu, Mr. 
Sharon has portrayed himself 
as more pragmatic. 

Sharon spokesman Raanan 
Gissin said Monday that a 
rail link between the West 
Bank and Gaza would also 
benefit Israel by improving 
security and getting hundreds 
of tracks off Israel's over- 
loaded road network. 

“A train is much easier to 
control, to supervise, particu- 
larly since it can take in one 
convoy what it would take 
hundreds of Lracks to carry." 
Mr. Gissin said. 

Israeli travel restrictions 
make it difficult for 
Palestinians to travel 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza. Under a six-month 
blockade of the Palestinian 
areas, only about 50.000 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The militant 
movement Hamas called 
Monday for a campaign of "pop- 
ular and military resistance" to 
halt Jewish settlement activity in 
the Palestinian territories. 

"The Hamas movement calls 
on our militants and fighters to 
strike out strongly against Zionist 
sealers and their activities." the 
Palestinian group said in a state- 
ment faxed to news organisa- 
tions. In the communique, enti- 
tled “Resistance — the only way 
to stop settlements, " the Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas) 
declared that “popular and mili- 
tary resistance is the only choice 
for the nation to face this situa- 
tion." Following its trademark 
call for military action, the 
Hamas statement went on to 
offer practical advice to 
Palestinians facing confiscation 
of their lands, including a sugges- 
tion they plant trees or build 
enclosures around unused lands. 

“Don't leave your land empty, 
cultivate it,” the statement said. 

It also urged landowners “not 


conference. Mr. Katsav and 
Mr. Irsheidat emphasised 
the determination of the two 
countries to develop coop- 
eration in tourism and said 
all obstacles and problems 
facing such cooperation 
were reviewed during their 
meeting. 

The most tangible out- 
come of the meeting was 


workers from the West Bank 
and Gaza have permits to 
enter Israel. 

Under the Israeli- 
Pale stinian autonomy agree- 
ments, Palestinians were to 
have been able to drive 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza along four designated 
highways, so-called "safe 
passage" routes. 

However, Israel never inau- 
gurated the road link because 
of security concerns. In the 
spring, miliiants infiltrated 
into Israel from the West 
Bank and Gaza and set off 
four suicide bombs that 
killed 63 people, including 
the four assailants. 

Palestinian tracks carrying 
cargo can travel between the 
West Bank and Gaza, but 
have to drive in convoys, 
with Israeli border police 
jeeps in front and back. 

Mr. Sharon said Monday 
the proposed train line would 
run from the Gaza Strip to 
the southern and northern 
parts of the West Bank. 

Existing lines laid by the 
British and left unused since 
before the 1948 Mideast war 
would be reopened. One new 
track would have to be laid 
from Kityat Gat in southern 
Israel to the West Bank town 
of Tarkumiyeh. near Hebron. 
The northern branch line 
would connect Gaza to the 
West Bank town of 
Tulkarem. Mr. Sharon said. 

Mr. Sharon has asked 
experts at Israel's railways 
authority to check whether 
the Gaza-West Bank would 
be feasible. 

Mr. Sharon has already- 
launched a plan to reopen the 
railroad between the Ga/a 
Strip and seaport Ashdod in 
southern Israel. 


to sign any documents in lan- 
guages you don't understand" 
and to keep all documents con- 
cerning their property. 

“Know your legal situation." 
said the group, which is violently 
opposed to peace agreements 
with Israel. 

The group also declared that 
any threat of new confiscation of 

Palestinian lands should spark 
immediate protest demonstra- 
tions by all nearby residents. 

"Our bodies will be a wall to 
protect Palestinian land and 
Palestinian aspirations," it said. 

The movement also accused 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) of Yasser 
Arafat of ignoring the Israeli 
government’s new settlement 
campaign so as not to undermine 
negotiations which led io ihe first 
meeting last week between the 
Palestinian leader and right-wing 
Israeli Prime Minister Benvamin 
Netanyahu. “We condemn the 
choices of the ‘Oslo authority' 
which has weakened popular 
resistance to the settlements in 
order to organise (he failed mcct- 


the creation of a joint tech- 
nical commission to tackle 
bilateral as well as multilat- 
eral issues of concern to the 
tourism industry of the two 
countries. 

The two sides also agreed 
to exchange information 
and tourism statistics, poli- 
cies and surveys. 

“Both delegations dis- 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Former Foreign Minister and 
Army Chief-of Staff Ehud 
Barak launched a campaign 
Monday to replace Shimon 
Peres as leader of Israel's 
opposition Labour Party. 

“I am a candidate for the 
Labour Party leadership and 
plan later to run for the post 
of prime minister even if 
Shimon Peres also remains a 
candidate," Mr. Barak, 54, 
announced during a press 
conference. 

The former general entered 
politics only a • year ago. 
becoming interior minister 
in the government of Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

After Mr. Peres took over 
as prime minister following 
Mr. Rabin’s assassination in 
November. Mr. Barak 
became foreign minister and 
quickly filled the slain party 
chief's role as leader of 
Labour’s hawks. 

Mr. Peres. 73, a key archi- 
tect of the peace accords with 
the Palestinians, was nar- 
rowly beaten by Benyamin 
Netanyahu of the right-wing 
Likud Party in May 29 elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Barak on Monday 
launched a scathing attack on 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

“With amateurishness, cru- 
dity and record speed he has 
deteriorated Israel's position 
in all areas." Mr. Barak said. 
"There are difficulties with 
the Arabs tand) signs of 
recession in even' comer." 

"It’s difficult to imagine the 
depth of the calamity if we 
go on this way." Mr. Barak 
said, adding that he has the 
besL chances of unseating Mr. 
Netanyahu and bringing 
Mideast peace. 

Israel’s next general elec- 
tion is scheduled for 2000. 


The Netanyahu government 
lost month lifted a four-year-old 
freeze on most expansion of 
Jewish settlements in the 
Palestinian lerriiories and subse- 
quently approved the construc- 
tion of several hundred new 
homes in the West Bank near 
Jerusalem. 

At a news conference follow- 
ing his meeting with Mr. .Arafat 
Wednesday at the Erez Crossing 
from Gaza into Israel. Mr. 
Netanyahu brushed aside ques- 
tions about his government's set- 
tlement policy. 

He said the future of Jewish 
settlements under the Oslo peace 
accords was only lo be discussed 
in future negotiations on a defin- 
itive status for the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. 

Journalist arrested 

Palestinian security agents 
have arrested a journalist and 
leading member of the militant 
Islamic Jihad movement. Adnan 
Abu Hasnah. the Palestinian 
Journalists Syndicate said 


cussed the concept of the 
‘Lowest Park on Earth' (on 
the shores of the Dead Sea) 
and stressed the importance 
of this project as its devel- 
opment. in all its aspects, 
and undertake to continue 
dealing with issues relating 
to this project within the 

(Continued on page 3) 


but could come sooner if Mr. 
Netanyahu's disparate coali- 
tion falls apart. Labour, 
meanwhile, is to hold a lead- 
ership ballot next year. 

Mr. Peres, who has sug- 
gested he does not intend to 
step down voluntarily as 
party leader, told Channel 2 
TV that Mr. Barak had 
informed him of his decision 
and "there's no problem." 
But associates said Mr. Peres 
was upset at the move. 

Articulate and popular, the 
54-year-old Barak is Israel’s 
most decorated officer and 
enjoys the image of a soldier- 
intellectual. His perceived 
advantage is similar to that of 
the late Yitzhak Rabin, 
another former military hero 
who was chosen over Mr. 
Peres as Labour leader in 
1992 and won elections that 
year by appealing to centrist 
voters who like tough talk 
and distrust the Arabs. 

Asked how he felt about 
challenging the Nobel laure- 
ate who brought him into 
politics. Mr. Barak said: "1 
have made my decision and I 
am running — period.” 

His main opponent other 
than Mr. Peres for the parry 
leadership could be Haim 
Ramon, a popular former 
health minister and union 
leader. But Mr. Ramon. 48. is 
tainted by the fact that he ran 
Labour's failed electoral 
effort and was responsible 
for the now lamented deci- 
sion to run a low-key cam- 
paign downplaying the Rabin 
slaying. 

Party insiders have sug- 
gested that Mr. Barak might 
find himself alone in the 
party race — with Mr. Peres 
eventually stepping aside and 
Mr. Ramon accepting a posi- 
tion as Mr. Barak's deputy. 


Monday. 

A spokesman for the journal- 
ists’ association said Palestinian 
preventive security police arrest- 
ed Mr. Abu Hasnah ai his Gaza 
City' offices on Sunday. 

They said the arresting agents 
gave no indication of why Mr. 
Abu Hasnah was being detained 
and there was no official confir- 
mation of his arrest. 

Mr. Abu Hasnah was formerly 
editor of the Islamic Jihad 
mouthpiece. Al Istiqlal. until the 
PNA closed the newspaper in 
March as pan of its crackdown 
on militants following a spate of 
suicide bombings in Israel. 

Islamic Jihad and the Hamas 
claimed responsibility' for four 
suicide bombings against Israeli 
civilians which killed 58 people 
plus the bombers in February and 
March. 

Following the attacks Israel 
and the PNA arrested hundreds 
ot Hamas and Islamic Jihad mili- 
tants. 

The Palestinians have since 
released all but about 200 of the 
detained activist,. 


Iraq ‘ignoring’ U.S. ‘suspension’ 
of its oil-for-food deal with U.N. 


Bildt warns Serbs they cannot 
secede after general elections 


Sharon proposes railway 
to link W .Bank and Gaza 


Barak launches bid to 
replace Peres in party 


Hamas calls for attacks on Jewish settlers 

in” with Netanvahu." it said. 



Over 400 million 
Chinese suffer 
from low iodine 
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BEIJING (R) — At least 
400 million Chinese ^ 
suffering from iodine defi. 
ciency caused in part by 
consumption of low quality 
table salt, the China Daily 
said Monday. China would 
begin licensing salt pro. 
ducers. transporters and. 
wholesalers as part of a 
drive to eliminate diseases ! ^ 
caused by iodine deficien- 
cy by 2000, the newspaper 
quoted an official with 
industry regulator China 
National Salt Industry 
Corp. as saying. “It’s 
known that at least 40CL 
mill ion Chi nese suffei# l jp (1 T( ) 
from iodine deficiency.” 
the newspaper said. ' 

Consumers were being 
urged nor to buy salt from 
private producers, many of 
whom had cut costs and 
prices by not adding 
iodine, the official was 
quoted as saying. 
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Hong Kong 
holds 41 
overstayers 
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HONG KONG (AFP) - ^ 

Police arrested 41 foreign- ’ 
ers. mainly from South 
Asia, during raids under 
"Operation Sahara" target- ; 
ting overstayers, a police 
spokesman said Monday. 

Police said a total of 33ji- 
men and eight women were 
rounded up Monday during 
the raid 3t Chung King 
Mansion, in the tourist area 
of Tsim Sha Tsui, for over- 
staying and other offences 
including possessing 
forged documents and 
breaching conditions of 
stay. Of the 41 people ;r ■’ 

arrested, eight were from . .. ...' — 

Bangladesh, seven from m • 
the Philippines and seven Jt III >1^1! 
from Nigeria. Others came * 
from Pakistan, India. . 0 .. 

China, Nepal and Sri Hill l \ cLj 
Lanka. 

~7j — H - . 

Vegetable seller’s * 

one in a million i. J‘ ) 

NEW DELHI (.AFP) — • - 

vegetable vendor in India . J 
has donated her entire sav- 
ings of one million rupees 
<S2S.500> to a hospital to 
build a hostel for poor 
patients, the Indian Express 
said Monday. Binni Bai, 

70, said in the central city 
of Jabalpur that the money 
came from her profits from 
selling vegetables over 
several decades. She also 
sold a plot of land to raise 
the money. 
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India has 12 
million biind 
people 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India has more than 12 mil- 
lion blind people, the high- 
est total for any country io 
the world. Minister of State 
for Health Saleem 
Sherwani 
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Monday. Latest estimates^ ;o|£ cl| /p ,u '- ir '-'--i 
put the country' 's popula- 
lion at around 930 million, 
second only to China’s 1.2 
billion people. Another two 
million people suffer from 
cancer in India. Mr. 

Shenvani told parliament. 


Gone With The 
Wind dress 
fetches $40,250 



LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
A dress Vivien Leigh wore 
in Gone With The Wind 
was among the Hollywood 
souvenirs that fetched 
some $317,000 on the auc- 
tion block. Leigh's dress 
went for $40,250 and a 
Jane costume Maureen 
O'Sullivan wore in the film 
Tarzan landed a bid of 
$10,925 during Sunday’s • 
event. A baseball bat fro#. a Jkj «, 
The Natural signed hjt 1 - 
Robert Redford was auc- 
tioned for $5,462. The best 
supporting actor Oscar 
given to Charles Coburn id 
1943 was also sold ft* 

SI 4.950. 
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